
Mark 10:23-52 |  All Things are Possible 
 
Announcements: 
 

• New Ministry Opportunity for Road Middle Schoolers. Training 
in being a disciple. Beginning on Saturday March 21st at 8am at 
the Holt’s home, what we are calling “D Group for Parents and 
Middle Schoolers.  Every other week for 8 weeks into May on 
Saturdays.  Potluck breakfast and then we will get into D 
Groups, boys with fathers, girls with mothers.   

 
• Next Weekend, March 7th “Road Pitstop” immediately after the 

service, 30 minutes with Pastor Steve about the vision and 
values of The Road 

 
• In two weeks, March 14th, Baptism but you must RSVP this 

week or we will reschedule 
 

• Starting in March, my wife Liz will become the Director of 
Children’s Discipleship.  If you have a heart for helping and 
serving our children, please let her know…call the Road at 602-
0995 and she will get in touch with you. 

 
Introduction: we are in Mark 10 
 

• Vs.  22, the rich young ruler walks away grieved.  Jesus loved 
him and yet he would not follow.  He is has everything but he 
has nothing.  Sell all you have and follow Me.  it was a choice of 
one world now or the next world 

 
• This is hard.  Eternity weighs upon the present.  The present is 

in our hands now and yet we have to believe in heaven—but it’s 
by faith. 

 
• Sometimes God challenges our hearts.  This is the only 

negative response where Jesus personally challenged 
someone to follow him 

 
Mark 10:23 



Then Jesus looked around and said to His disciples, “How hard 
it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!” 
And the disciples were astonished at His words. But Jesus 
answered again and said to them, “Children, how hard it is for 
those who trust in riches to enter the kingdom of God!  
 

• Whenever Jesus repeats himself, he means to get his point 
across.  Jesus is making a firm point 
 

• Jesus is speaking to a people who viewed riches as 
synonymous with the blessing of God—David was rich, 
Solomon was rich 

 
• The blessing of God in the OT: if you follow Me, obey Me, your 

crops will grow, the rains will come…you will bear children 
 

• Jesus repeats that rich people have difficulty entering the 
kingdom of God—the second time he adds to his statement the 
word “trust” 

 
• Riches can breed self sufficiency and a false sense of security, 

leading the wealthy to believe they don’t need divine resources 
 

• Jesus has said on another occasion:  “No servant can serve 
two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, 
or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and mammon.”1 

 
It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 
a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”  
And they were greatly astonished, saying among themselves, 
“Who then can be saved?”  But Jesus looked at them and said, 
“With men it is impossible, but not with God; for with God all 
things are possible.” 
 

• The Persians expressed impossibility as putting an elephant 
through the eye of a needle.  This was the Jewish colloquial 
adaptation of the phrase since a camel was the largest animal 

1 The New King James Version. 1982 (Lk 16:13). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
                                                        



in Palestine at the time 
 

• The point is that salvation by human effort will never work—it’s 
impossible 

 
• Impossible!!  You can’t save yourself. 

 
• Salvation is wholly by God’s grace! 

 
Paul wrote, in Romans 3:20 
Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, 
for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 
But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, 
being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the 
righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all 
who believe. For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God set forth as a 
propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His 
righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the 
sins that were previously committed, to demonstrate at the present 
time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the 
one who has faith in Jesus.2 
 

• It is utterly impossible to make yourself righteous enough to be 
justified before God who is holy, but the blood of Christ, the 
work of Christ on the cross now justifies you 
 

• “With God!”  Alongside God—the paraclete—the Holy Spirit.  
God is the only source of righteousness—it fulfills both the 
precept and penalty of sin.  Christ’s death, as a substitute pays 
the penalty exacted on those who failed to keep God’s law and 
His demand for righteousness 

 
• Have you put your faith in Christ?  Are you still trying to earn 

your salvation through being good, being religious, being nice?  
Justification means to be “declared righteous”.  The verdict 
includes: pardon from guilt and penalty of sin and the 

2 The New King James Version. 1982 (Ro 3:20–26). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
                                                        



imputation of Christ’s righteousness to be the believers account 
 

• Propitiation means appeasement or satisfaction—Christ’s 
violent death satisfied the offended holiness and wrath of God 
against those for whom Christ died 

 
• When you put your faith in Christ He pours out His 

righteousness upon you, He saves you, He justifies you, He 
forgives you 

 
• All things are possible!!  Have you repented and given your 

heart, your life, your riches, your job to Christ? 
 
Vs. 28  
Then Peter began to say to Him, “See, we have left all and 
followed You.” So Jesus answered and said, “Assuredly, I say to 
you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or 
father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the 
gospel’s, who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time—
houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and 
lands, with persecutions—and in the age to come, eternal life. 
But many who are first will be last, and the last first.” 
 

• They’ve heard the interaction with the rich young ruler.  These 
men had left their lucrative fishing business.  What are we 
going to get out of this? 
 

• When we choose to follow Christ, we often lose relationships 
with our friends and family—becoming a Jesus disciple brings a 
sword 

 
• Throughout the ages, there is no one who has left a house, or 

family, or wife, or sisters, or brothers—division because they 
will not follow Christ.  Each of these can be lost in following 
Christ 

 
• You will be rewarded!! 

 
• Ex. All I can say is that God has shown this to be true in our 



lives.  We left everything and went to Japan and God gave us 
the wonderful Christian family and our wedding was packed 
with all of these new believers, staff, and missionaries who 
joined us 
 

• Ex. We have come to Colorado and what a beautiful family God 
has given us!  Each of you are our family 

 
• Ex.  Liz and I have so many mothers—spiritual mothers who 

pray for you…and spiritual children… 
 

• With persecutions!  Yes, that too.  In this life you will have 
persecutions and difficulties, why not experience them with a 
family—God’s family.  Great trials often follow great blessings 

 
Vs. 32  
Now they were on the road (I love this part—we are on this road), 
going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was going before them; and 
they were amazed. And as they followed they were afraid.  
 

• Jerusalem was around 2,550 feet above sea level, so you were 
going up—from the other cities in Palestine 
 

• The disciples are amazed at the resolute determination to go 
into Jerusalem—fully aware that the leaders there would 
oppose him 
 

• Jesus is determined and the disciples are fearful—something 
new about his step, his attitude, and he is leading them 

 
• There is something raw here!  Earthy real.  Jesus is 

determined. 
 
Then He took the twelve aside again and began to tell them the 
things that would happen to Him:  “Behold, we are going up to 
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief 
priests and to the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death 
and deliver Him to the Gentiles; and they will mock Him, and 
scourge Him, and spit on Him, and kill Him. And the third day He 



will rise again.” 
 

• This is the 3rd and last prediction of his death and resurrection 
that he made to his disciples.  This is the most detailed of all 
the others, specifically mentioning that he would be mocked, 
scourged and spat upon 
 

• The Jews did not have the right to kill anymore, that scepter 
had been taken away. Only the Romans could pronounce the 
death penalty.  

 
• Imagine what is happening in the mind and heart of Jesus. He 

knows it all.  He knows what’s going to happen—every step, 
every drop of blood 

 
• Luke says they didn’t understand it.  Mark must have agreed…  

 
Vs. 35   
Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Him, 
saying, “Teacher, we want You to do for us whatever we ask.” 
 

• Seriously guys?  The pride and ego of these guys in utterly 
astounding 
 

• Matthew says that they get their mother to talk to Jesus.  If you 
are the sons of thunder, you don’t get your mom to do you 
talking! 
 

And He said to them, “What do you want Me to do for you?” 
They said to Him, “Grant us that we may sit, one on Your right 
hand and the other on Your left, in Your glory.” 
But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you ask. Are 
you able to drink the cup that I drink, and be baptized with the 
baptism that I am baptized with?” 
They said to Him, “We are able.” 
 

• They have no idea what they are signing up for!  Jesus has 
explained it all to them—with details. 
 



• Discipleship means a baptism.  Ps 78, Jer 23, 25, and Rev 14, 
the cup of the wrath of God—the cup he would drink 

 
So Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink the cup that I 
drink, and with the baptism I am baptized with you will be 
baptized; but to sit on My right hand and on My left is not Mine 
to give, but it is for those for whom it is prepared.” 

 
• We are all being baptized into a baptism of suffering.  We will 

fellowship in the suffering of Christ 
 

• 11 of the 12 disciples would die martyr’s death proclaiming the 
Gospel 

 
• Ex.  As the days become evil in our time, we will feel 

persecution rising in America… 
 

41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be greatly 
displeased with James and John.  
 

• The ten are now on the two.  Peter’s left out.  These guys are 
now fighting over who’s the greatest!  “Hey we got to go up to 
the Mt of Transfiguration” “Well what happened up there?” “Oh 
we can’t tell you…” 
 

• The disciple’s have yet to grasp the message of Jesus on 
humility and still harbor desires for power and position 
 

• They are all still maneuvering for prominence on the team 
 
But Jesus called them to Himself and said to them,  “You know 
that those who are considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 
Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to 
become great among you shall be your servant. And whoever of 
you desires to be first shall be slave of all. For even the Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life 
a ransom for many.” 
 



• Jesus is our supreme example of servant leadership—
relinquishing his rights and privileges and giving his life as a 
selfless sacrifice in the service of others 

 
• “Jesus gave his life a ransom for many” and “for” means “in the 

place of” underscoring the substitutionary nature of Christ’s 
sacrifice.  A ransom is a price paid to redeem a slave or a 
prisoner—to satisfy the justice and wrath of God against sin 

 
• this is the meaning of the cross—Christ’s subjected himself to 

the divine punishment against sin on our behalf—suffering the 
brunt of divine wrath in the place of sinners 

 
• Ex.  This is the greatest challenge of discipleship—being a 

servant of others.   
 

o The greatest in The Road are back there working with our 
children 
 

o The greatest are serving the Body with our youth, setting 
up the chairs, greet you at the door 
 

o “but whoever desires to become great among you 
shall be your servant. And whoever of you desires to 
be first shall be slave of all. For even the Son of Man 
did not come to be served, but to serve” 

 
o I’m a Pastor-Teacher, and my gift is the Scriptures, 

equipping the saints.  I’m a Motivator and Mobilizer of this 
Body—I serve you guys 

 
o Greatness in the kingdom is in serving the Body. You 

want to be a spiritual leader, be a servant.  You want to 
be great in the kingdom, be a bond slave.  James, Peter, 
and Paul referred to themselves as Bond Slaves of Christ 

 
o Ex.  When I was going to Graduate School, we were in 

this large church and the biggest need was workers in the 
nursery, so that’s what I did, every other week for two 
years.  I came early, I stayed late. 



 
o A servant disciple worships God through serving people. 

 
Vs. 46   
Now they came to Jericho.  
 

• Jesus has been on the route from Galilee through Perea, on the 
east side of the Jordan and is now 15 miles northeast of 
Jerusalem 

 
As He went out of Jericho with His disciples and a great 
multitude, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the road 
begging.  
 

• The blind could not work, so their only means of income was 
begging 
 

• He was probably there everyday, people knew what family he 
was from 
 

And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to 
cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Then 
many warned him to be quiet; but he cried out all the more, “Son 
of David, have mercy on me!” 
So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be called. 
Then they called the blind man, saying to him, “Be of good 
cheer. Rise, He is calling you.” 
50 And throwing aside his garment, he rose and came to Jesus. 
So Jesus answered and said to him, “What do you want Me to 
do for you?” The blind man said to Him, “Rabboni, that I may 
receive my sight.” 
Then Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you 
well.” And immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus 
on the road.3 
 

• I love Jesus> he will not be silenced nor let others be silenced 
who want Him!  Jesus rebukes those who would want to silence 
this man from children to the diseased and handicapped 

3 The New King James Version. 1982 (Mk 10:23–52). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
                                                        



 
• Rabboni, a more intense form of Rabbi, which means “master” 

 
Then Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you 
well.” And immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus 
on the road. 
 

• Bartimeaus’ physical and spiritual eyes were opened at the 
same time.  His faith in Christ saved him and healed him 

 
• The outward healing reflected the inner healing! 

 
• God often uses our outward trials to reveal himself to us in a 

deeper way.  It is in our agony, in our depression, that, if we will 
turn to him, he will come and reveal himself in a deeper way in 
our hearts 

 
• With Christ, all things are possible!  With Christ, all things are 

possible! 
 


