
Wholehearted in 32 Words 
 

 
• Daniel sharing about Telios… 

 
• Announcements: Easter at The Road 

 
o Tuesday night is the Seder Dinner 
o Friday at noon is the Good Friday Service 
o Saturday is our Easter Celebration 
o Sunday at 6am is our Sunrise Service 6am 

 
• Tonight is our “Meet and Greet” in the lobby after the service 

 
 
GK Chesterton once wrote of Jesus, “The life of Jesus went as swift 
and straight as a thunderbolt, almost in the manner of a military 
march; certainly in the manner of the quest of a hero moving to his 
achievement or his doom” 
 

• These are the final days of Jesus’ life 
 

• Jesus is fiercely focused on the mission of going to the cross 
 

• Jesus is fiercely focused on setting the captives free and 
nothing, nothing will deter Him 

 
• 1 John 3:8, For this purpose the Son of God was 

manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 
 
Mark 12:28 Then one of the scribes came, and having heard 
them reasoning together, perceiving that He had answered them 
well, asked Him, “Which is the first commandment of all?” 
 

• A genuine question.  Was it the moral law?  Ethical law? 
Ceremonial law? 
 

• This scribe seems to be sincere 
 



Vs. 29 
Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments is: 
‘Hear, O Israel, the LORD our God, the LORD is one.  
 

• This is the Shema.  Recited every day by religious Jews.  God 
our Elohim is One.  Your God is Echod is a compound plural.  
 

• The sticking point for Muslims is God is One, but we believe in 
the three persons—God the Father, the Spirit, the Son  

 
And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart (out of 
your heart), with all your soul (out of your soul), with all your mind 
(out of your mind), and with all your strength (out of your strength).’ 
This is the first commandment.  
 

• This is the missing link in most churches, and Christian 
Organizations—the heart is missing.  Out of your heart—from 
within your heart 
 

• Out of all of your heart, out of all your soul, out of all your mind, 
out of all your strength 
 

• “Upon these hang all the laws and prophets” (Matthew) 
 

• Be a wholehearted disciple!   
 

• Augustine said "Love God and do whatever you please: for the 
soul trained in love to God will do nothing to offend the One 
who is Beloved." 

 
• You can’t love God in your power!  you can’t command people 

to love God. We are responders. 
 

• We respond in kind. God doesn’t just command us.  he comes 
to us.  he displays himself to us.  he dies for us.  he carries our 
sins 

 
• “For God so loved the world that He gave…” 

 



• “ In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us 
and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love 
one another. No one has seen God at any time. If we love 
one another, God abides in us, and His love has been 
perfected in us.”1 

 
• Loving God is a response to His initiation. 

 
• Loving God with ALL of our heart—even the dark places, the 

shameful areas.  Taking it all to Jesus and laying it down at the 
cross 
 

• The Word, logos, became flesh.  This is about knowing God.  
This is about knowing Jesus. 
 

• This is a personal relationship with Christ, who loved us first 
and calls us “beloved” 
 

• This Book is not about just Principles.  It’s about a relationship 
with Jesus 

 
• You must know that you are Beloved! To experience His love! 

 
 
31  And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than 
these.” 
 

• Ex. Someone said to me, “I hate myself.”  Why I asked?  
“Because I’m ugly.’  Well you actually love yourself.  If you 
hated yourself you’d be glad you’re ugly 
 

• All of the world would be transformed with these 32 words. 
 

• The most important 32 words in the world! 
 

1 The New King James Version. 1982 (1 Jn 4:10–12). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
                                                        



• Wholehearted in 32 words!! 
 
 
Vs. 32 So the scribe said to Him, “Well said, Teacher. You have 
spoken the truth, for there is one God, and there is no other but 
He. And to love Him with all the heart, with all the understanding, 
with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love one’s 
neighbor as oneself, is more than all the whole burnt offerings 
and sacrifices.” Now when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, 
He said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” 

But after that no one dared question Him. 
 

• The scribe understood that the core of the gospel is love 
 

• Some of you tonight are not far from God—you have grown up in 
churches where the message was one of morality and ethics.  
The heart of the Gospel is the heart!! 
 

Vs. 35 Then Jesus answered and said, while He taught in the 
temple, “How is it that the scribes say that the Christ is the Son 
of David? For David himself said by the Holy Spirit: 

‘The LORD said to my Lord, 
“Sit at My right hand, 
Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.” ’ 

Therefore David himself calls Him ‘Lord’; how is He then his 
Son?” And the common people heard Him gladly. 
 

• Jesus now takes the offensive by asking the scribes a 
questionWho is the Messiah of God? 
 

• The Jewish leaders are expecting a political and military messiah 
to rise up against Rome and set the people free through a 
nationalistic revolution Is He the “Son of David” or the “Lord of 
David?” 

 
• Ps 110 is the most cited Messianic Psalm in the NT.  The Psalm 

opens with an oracle from God (The Lord/Yahweh) to the 
Davidic king (my Lord) 

 



• Instead Jesus is quoting Ps 110, recognized by all Jews as a 
messianic psalm 

 
o Jesus is asserting not only his humanity but his diety 

 
o A father doesn’t call his son “Lord”, therefore, if the Lord 

(meaning God) said to my Lord (Messiah), then how can 
the Messiah be the “son of David”?  
  

o Thus, the title “Son of David” is inadequate.  To be sure, 
Jesus is the “Son of David” but he is also “Son of God” 

 
Then He said to them in His teaching,  “Beware of the scribes, 
who desire to go around in long robes, love greetings in the 
marketplaces, the best seats in the synagogues, and the best 
places at feasts, who devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense 
make long prayers. These will receive greater condemnation.” 
 
The Message:  “Watch out for the religion scholars. They love to 
walk around in academic gowns, preening in the radiance of 
public flattery, basking in prominent positions, sitting at the 
head table at every church function. And all the time they are 
exploiting the weak and helpless. The longer their prayers, the 
worse they get. But they’ll pay for it in the end.” 
 

• Take note of what it about the scribes that Jesus says beware of; 
what Jesus hates: 

 
1. Prideful about appearance and position 
2. Flattery from people, the scribes loved it 
3. Control over people through religion 
4. Posing and Pretending to be something they are not—Oscar 

winners! 
5. Injustice. Taking advantage of the poor and helpless 

 
Vs. 41 Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the 
people put money into the treasury. And many who were rich put 
in much. Then one poor widow came and threw in two mites, 
which make a quadrans. 
 



• The treasury was located in the Court of Women.  Offerings were 
placed in 13 chests shaped like trumpets.  Rich people called 
attention to themselves by making a great show of their giving 
 

• So this woman comes up, probably dressed shabbily, noticeably 
poor, and she puts in 2 mites 

 
• A mite was the smallest coin in circulation in Palestine at the 

time, and was worth about 1/8 of a cent 
 

• For the sake of Roman readers, Mark explains the value in 
Roman coinage.  A quadran was 1/64th of a denarius, a 
laborer’s daily wage 

 
So He called His disciples to Himself and said to them, 
“Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in more 
than all those who have given to the treasury; for they all put in 
out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that 
she had, her whole livelihood.” 
 

• She is wholehearted!  She gets it.  Her life is worship! 
 

• This woman gave way more than the rich because she gave all 
that she had.  The rich gave out of their surplus, she gave out 
of her poverty 
 

• It’s not how much we give, but how much we keep, that matters 
to God 

 
• John Wesley:  “Make all you can, Give all you can, and Save all 

you can” 
 

• Ex.  Surplus vs. Sacrifice.  Over the years I’ve found that the 
more money people make, the less they give; the more they 
love, the more they give 

 
• Jesus has a friend—she has his heart.  She’s wholehearted in 

her giving 
 



• You can define a disciple by how one’s spends his/her time and 
how one spends his/her money:  Time and Money define 
discipleship 

 
• Ex.  Start somewhere—where your treasure is, there will your 

heart be.  If your treasure is in your investments primarily, your 
home, your car, that’s where your treasure will be. 

 
Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: “The ground of a 
certain rich man yielded plentifully. And he thought within 
himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no room to store 
my crops?’ So he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns 
and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my 
goods. And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods 
laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be 
merry.” ’ But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul will be 
required of you; then whose will those things be which you have 
provided?’ 
 
“So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich 
toward God.”2 
 

• Wholehearted is rich toward God!  Love and give!  Fall in love 
with Christ again 
 

• PB&J 
 

• Fresh love; fresh vitality; fresh worship… 
 
 
 
 
 

2 The New King James Version. 1982 (Lk 12:16–21). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
                                                        


