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The Times of the Signs Part III 

Introduction: 

• We are currently studying the book of Revelation. 

• Revelation is a chronological book, and we are following in a logical 
order: 

o Chapters 1-3 speaks of the Age of the Church. 

o Chapters 4-5 shows us God’s War Room, heaven. 

o Chapters 6-20 speak of the Rise of the Antichrist and the 
Great Tribulation period. 

• Thus, I have chosen to speak of the “Times of the Signs” in our 
modern times, the times we are living in, which I believe will precede 
the coming of the Lord. 

• Ex.  After church one Sunday, Danny bolted out of class to find his 
dad. He found his dad and said, “Dad, that story about the Israelites 
and the Red Sea is amazing!”  Danny’s dad smiled and said, “Well 
tell me about it.” Danny responded, “The Israelites escaped from 
Egypt. Pharaoh and his army were in hot pursuit, and Moses and the 
Israelites moved as fast as they could until they got to the Red Sea.  
And the Egyptians were getting closer and closer and closer!”  “Well 
what did they do Danny?”  “Well, Dad, Moses got on his walk talkie 
radioed the Israeli Air Force and told them to bomb the Egyptians.  
Meanwhile the Israeli Navy built a Pontoon Bridge over the Red Sea. 
And the people crossed over safely.”  Danny’s dad replied, “Is that 
how they taught you the story at Sunday School?”  To which Danny 
replied, “No, Dad, but if I told you the way they told us, you would 
never believe it.”   

• Well with the accuracy that only a child can deliver, Danny put his 
finger on the skeptism of our modern thinking.  Danny figured that if 
he told his dad the real story of God’s mighty hand at work, he just 
might not buy into it. 
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• Our society is not only skeptical about the hand of God in ancient 
times but it is even more skeptical in modern times. 

• We have been looking at God’s incredible hand over the nation of 
Israel in modern times. 

1) As we have studied, the first great sign of Christ’s coming was 
the establishment of Israel as a nation in Palestine. 

o It was nothing less than a modern miracle that Israel, with no 
Navy, no Army, no Air Force, attacked simultaneously by Syria, 
Jordan, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and Egypt survived and won the 
war!! 

2) Last week, we looked at the second great sign being the 
unification of Jerusalem on June 7th, 1967. 

o Jesus had prophesied in Luke 21. 

o “And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of 
the Gentiles are fulfilled.” (Luke 21:24) 

a. We looked at the phenomenal events of how the Israeli’s won 
a war in just 6 days, the shortest war in history. 

  
• If you missed these messages, let me encourage you to go online 

and listen at TheRoad.org. 

• Today, I want to look at other key signs that would indicate the 
wrapping up of this age soon. 

• Ex.  According to Time/CNN poll, since the attacks on Sept. 11th, 
2001, 35% of Americans believe we are living in the last days. 59% 
believe that the prophecies of the book of Revelation will come true! 
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Why do I believe that we could be living in the last days?  

3 Reasons: 

1. The Bible is very clear of the signs that will precede the coming 
of the Great Tribulation and coming of Christ. 

2. Many current events have a striking similarity to these 
prophecies. 

3. Events that happen today effect the entire earth like never 
before. 

Sign #3  The New Internationalism  

• GATT…NAFTA…WTO…NATO…UN…IMF…WSSD 

• The acronyms above look like a kid who is practicing his newly 
acquired typing skills. 

• Actually these are regional, world and international organizations 
today that are daily making news. 

• The effects of globalization are everywhere. 

o The Kyoto Protocol was adopted on Dec. 11, 1967, is an 
attempt to regulate world environmental conditions. 

o Before attacking Iraq, the United States had to gain approval 
from the UN. 

o Acting without United Nations approval today is the 
unpardonable international sin…even when it means 
protecting your own country. 

o I believe the new “internationalism” is setting the stage for a 
world community in which a world leader, the Antichrist, will be 
able to wield worldwide control. 
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o Revelation 13 clearly speaks of a global government, 
economy, and religion ruled over by one man. 

Turn to Rev. 13: The Power of the Antichrist 

The Antichrist will have power over all global government. 

Revelation 13:7 
It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to overcome 
them. And authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, and 
nation. 

In the next verse, The Antichrist will have power over religion 
worldwide. 

Revelation 13:8 
All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not 
been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world.  

In verse 17, we see that the Antichrist will have power over the 
global economy. 

Revelation 13:17 
and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the 
name of the beast, or the number of his name. 

• Satan is behind the new internationalism. 

• Since his rebellion from heaven and taking one third of the angels of 
heaven, Satan has been trying to take control over the earth. 

o When we studied Genesis, we looked at the aftermath of the 
flood, in which a tyrant, and the first worldwide ruler, Nimrod, 
became dictator of the earth. 

o Nimrod and the Globalists of that time built a city and a tower, 
the Tower of Babel. 
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o They shook their collective fist at God and their city 
represented a governmental, political, and religious unity that 
would worship the stars and heavens. 

• Now, for the first time since the Tower of Babel, internationalism is 
within the grasp of man’s control. 

• Everything is in place:   

o international travel 
o a global economy 
o rapid communication 
o surveillance, satellites 
o a World Bank 
o weapons of mass destruction 

• Nimrod represents a type of Antichrist, and the stage is set for such 
a leader. 

• Billy Graham once spoke on this issue: 

There are so many interesting references in the Bible to a future 
world government to be ruled by a great Antichrist … it is obvious that 
the world’s acceptance of one-man rule must be preceded by a 
period of preparation. At a recent peace conference in Washington, 
speaker after speaker referred to the necessity and possibility of a 
world government. In the Gideon Seymour Memorial Lecture at the 
University of Minnesota, Arnold Toynbee said: “Living together as a 
single family is the only future mankind can have now that Western 
technology has simultaneously annihilated distance and invented the 
atomic bomb.”  He then added: “The alternative to the destruction of 
the human race is a worldwide social fusion of all tribes, nations, 
civilizations, and religions of man.” 

Sign #4  The Great Apostasy of the Church 

• What would you think of an Episcopal Bishop who loudly 
championed the view that: 

o The resurrection of Christ was not a real event but a legend. 
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o There was no empty tomb, no angels, no bodily appearances 
of Christ. 

o No reasonable person could believe in the literal interpretation 
of the Bible. 

o The virgin of the Bible … the virgin of annunciation, 
Bethlehem, and the manger…”will have to go.” 

o The church should actively endorse and even celebrate 
homosexual behavior, as well as heterosexual liaisons outside 
of marriage. 

o John Shelby Spong, the Episcopal Bishop of Newark, New  
Jersey, has enthusiastically promoted all of these heretical 
views in his many controversial books.   

o In his latest book, Why Christianity Must Change or Die, which 
he says is the summation of his life’s work-he insists that the 
first century ideas that shaped the New Testament are 
hopelessly outdated and must be discarded. 

• Apostasy describes opposition from within.  It means to “fall away.” 

• Ex.  In 1939, during the Spanish Civil War, General Mola was 
making his final plans to attack Madrid. Someone asked which of his 
four columns would be the first to enter the city. He responded, “The 
fifth.” He statement became world famous. General Mola’s fifth 
column was the band of rebel sympathizers already in the city. They 
were busy at work behind the Loyalists lines, working for Gen. Mola. 

• Since that time “fifth Column” has been used to describe traitors who 
assist the enemy from within. 

• This is what the apostasy will do.  These will be people who call 
themselves “believers” but they are really working for Satan from 
within the church. 
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• Apostates are consistently characterized by two things in the NT:  
false doctrine and ungodly living. 

Titus 1:16 
They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him, being 
abominable, disobedient, and disqualified for every good work.  

o Mark Hitchcock writes: “More and more churches are awash in 
watered-down, doctrine-less, soft pedaling, pop psychology, 
don’t offend anybody, entertainment-oriented, permissive 
quagmire.” 

o Churches today are actively denying the essential truths of the 
historic, orthodox faith:   

▪ The virgin birth of Christ 

▪ The atoning death of Christ 

▪ The inerrancy of Scripture 

▪ The necessity of personal faith in Christ for salvation 

▪ The Second Coming of Christ 

o Many mainline denominations have seen their churches 
literally lose millions of members each year as their seminaries 
have been overrun with liberal modern thinking. 

o The mainline media loves the mainline churches  and always 
contacts them for comments, but mainline people are 
abandoning these churches by the droves. 

o Because they lack any power or truth … people are longing for 
power and truth in their lives. 

• With wrong theology comes wrong living, wrong behavior. 

• The most unnatural, degrading vices are no longer called sin, but are 
even accepted and applauded. 
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• Romans 1:24-32 is sometimes called the “stockyards of the New 
Testament.” It speaks of just how low man can go in sin. 

• Yet shockingly, entire denominations, once great denominations of 
the Reformation are now condoning the very sins described in 
Romans 1. 

• Many of these denominations are ordaining open, non-celibate 
homosexuals to the pastorate in the name of “the new tolerance.” 

• J. Dwight Pentecost, a noted authority on the Bible, says, 

Abundant evidence on every hand shows that men are 
departing from the faith.  Not only do they doubt the Word: they 
openly reject it.  This phenomenon has never been as prevalent 
as today.  In the period of church history known as the dark 
ages, men were ignorant of the truth; but never was there an 
age when men openly denied and repudiated the truth.  This 
open, deliberate, willful repudiation of the truth of the Bible is 
described in Scripture as one of the major characteristics of the 
last days of the church on earth. 

• The New Testament tell us again and again that this will be one of 
the great signs of the closing of the age. 

1 Timothy 4:1-2 
Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart 
from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of 
demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience 
seared with a hot iron,  

In 2 Timothy 3:1-5 we can see 19 characteristics of apostasy in the 
last days… 

But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For 
men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, 
unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of 
good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than 
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lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power. 
And from such people turn away! 

• The chief sin will be “lovers of themselves.” 

• Self love is the polluted fountain from which all the other 
characteristics flow. 

• During the last days, we will see entire churches and denominations 
veering off from the historic biblical faith. 
 
2 Peter 2:1-2  
But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there 
will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in 
destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and 
bring on themselves swift destruction. And many will follow their 
destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be 
blasphemed.  

• What we see happening in the visible church today is nothing less 
than shocking. 

• We should expect to see a rising apostasy as theology and morals 
are thrown to the wind in churches. 

• Self-love is the religion of the church today … make everyone feel 
good about themselves and fill the pews at any cost. 

Conclusion: 

• But remember: “The darker the outlook, the brighter the uplook.” 

• Jesus said, “Occupy till I come.” (Luke 19:13) 

• We are to use our gifts, talents and skills for the glory of God. 

• Share your faith, invite your friends to Christ, open your home, share 
your resources. 

• Jude 3 
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• “Contend earnestly for the faith.” 

Next week we will look at the Second Coming of Babylon and the 
Middle East process… 
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