
Good Friday 2018: The Darkness of the Cross 
 
Today we are looking at the death of Jesus Christ on the cross: 
 

• Arguably the greatest historical event in human history 
 

• The most significant event the world has ever known 
 

• Of all the national powers that have ever existed, no nation or 
ideology can come close to the impact of Christ’s death on the cross 
 

• Without the cross, we would have no resurrection 
 

• Without the cross, we would not have God’s love throughout the 
world 
 

• Without the cross, Satan and demons would rule over the earth, for 
he is called the ruler of this age 
 

• The cross was Jesus’ crowning act of obedience and love. And this 
obedience and love the Father profoundly approved and enjoyed. 
Therefore Paul says this amazing thing: "Christ loved us and gave 
himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God" (Ephesians 
5:2). The death of Jesus was a fragrance to God. 
 

Matthew 27:32-50 
 
There is so much here.  When we read all of the Gospel accounts, we 
discover so much treasure and insight from God concerning the death of 
Christ, but today I want to camp on one verse that I believe could be one of 
the most profound in our Good Friday narrative.   
 
Vs. 45 “Now from the sixth hour (noon) until the ninth hour (3pm) 
there was darkness over all the land.” 
 

• 3 hours of darkness and silence.  Imagine that.  Darkness covered 
the land.  That’s kind of spooky and eerie 
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• Man had done his last and worst.  They had mistreated Jesus for 
almost 24 hours—He had been publically humiliated and beaten 
beyond recognition, being so weak at the end that they had to find 
Simon of Cyrene to carry the cross 
 

• What was this darkness?  What does it really mean?  Why do all the 
synoptic gospels mention it? 
 

• Could it be that this is the “hour” Jesus has talked about? 
 

“The Hour” 
 

• At Gethsamene Jesus had said to his captors, “This is your hour, and 
the power of darkness” (Luke 22:53) 

 
• This is your hour!   

 
• At the beginning of Jesus’ ministry he referred to an hour which was 

not yet, to an hour postponed. During Jesus public ministry he often 
spoke of an hour that was coming 
 

• Men attempted to arrest him but they could not because his hour had 
not yet come 
 

• In John chapter 8, Jesus goes into the temple treasury in Jerusalem 
and taught there.  It says in verse 20, “No one seized Him because 
His hour had not yet come.”   

 

• Sometimes He removed Himself.  Sometimes they were 
restrained.  Sometimes, no doubt, they were restrained by divine 
power because it wasn’t His hour, but just after his Triumphal entry 
Jesus said, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified.”  Now it is His hour.  It is His hour because it is God’s hour. 

  



• At Gethsamene he says, “This is your hour, and the power of 
darkness” 

 
• Jesus had once said, “We must work the works of Him that sent Me 

while it is day. The night comes when no man can work” (John 9:4) 
 

What then is Jesus speaking of concerning the darkness?  What 
happened between noon and 3pm when darkness covered the land? 
 

1. First, in that moment there was literal material darkness over the 
land.  Matthew, Mark, and Luke write about it.  I believe Satan 
somehow produced the darkness—I don’t know how, but he did 

 
• God the Father is giving us a symbolic material manifestation to the 

ways of the enemy and his tactics 
 

• We are in Matthew’s gospel and he explains it throughout his writing. 
Listen to these phrases 
 

o “the people which sat in darkness” (4:16) 
o “if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness.  

How great is the darkness.” (6:23) 
o “The sons of the kingdom shall be cast forth into the outer 

darkness” (8:12) 
o Cast him out the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness” 

(25:30) 
 

• Throughout the NT darkness is the twin sister of death 
 

• This was the outward visible sign of the more mysterious spiritual 
darkness of what Christ is passing 
 

• And now, between noon and 3pm, the dying of Jesus the spiritual is 
magnified by the material manifestation of darkness 

 
2. Secondly, it is the hour of evil, it is a time where the powers of 

darkness rule 
 



• In those 3 hours we see the Savior in the midst of all that was the 
result of the actions of evil 

 
• The Prince of darkness, the ruler of darkness has sway  

 
• Satan and his demonic hordes are trying to extinguish the Light 

 
John writes “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All 
things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made 
that was made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of 
men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
comprehend[a] it. 
 

• The declaration is not that the darkness cannot understand Jesus, for 
we know that he did, but that the darkness could not extinguish the 
light.   

i. The word means “to seize, to overcome, to extinguish” 
ii. The darkness could not overcome the light 
iii. The darkness could not extinguish the light 

 
• Satan wants to extinguish the light and cannot.  This was Satan’s 

greatest moment 
 

• The one supreme purpose of Satan all along has been to extinguish 
the light.  That’ why satan and demons hate people for we are 
created in the image of God 
 

• The pressure of darkness is upon Jesus—he is helpless, he is at the 
mercy of the darkness 
 

Look at the next verse, vs. 46  
 

 
This is why Jesus said, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 
(Matthew 27:46). In the death of Christ God laid on him the sins of his 
people (Isaiah 53:6) which he hated.  
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And in hatred for that sin, God turned away from his sin-laden Son and 
gave him up to suffer the full force of death and cursing. The Father’s wrath 
was poured out on him instead of us so that his wrath toward us was 
"propitiated" (Romans 3:25) and removed. 
 

• This is the call of Jesus as he is emerging from the darkness 
 

• Jesus has wrestled with the darkness, taking upon himself the sins of 
the world and is emerging victorious 

 
Colossian 2:13-15 
And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you 
all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements 
that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out 
of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed 
principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, 
triumphing over them in it. 
 

3. Jesus triumphed over evil during those 3 hours of darkness.  
The darkness could not extinguish it.  Jesus now gives up his 
spirit 

 
• The chief priests joined in the hellish taunt, “He saved others; but He 

cannot save himself” and they laughed at him 
 

• But here is the truth and don’t miss this:  In order to save others, He 
will not save himself 
 

• And the rabble said, “Let Him come down from the cross” 
 

• But here is the truth and don’t miss this:  He did not come down from 
the cross, He went up from the cross 
 

• Why did he not save himself?  Because God is love, and true love is 
never satisfied with the destruction of a sinner, but with the saving of 
the sinner.  Love is not about annihilation but restoration! 
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• Jesus did not save himself in those 3 hours, he saved you and me.  
He did not come down from the cross because he was passionate 
about dying on that cross so that we would not. 
 

• He died a death we could not die, that we might have a life we could 
not live except in His power! 
 

• The life that Jesus lived qualified Him for the death He died—the 
death He died qualified us for the life we can live 
 

• Cyrus long ago said an interesting phrase that was fulfilled a Calvary, 
“I will give you the treasures of darkness” (Isa 45:3) 
 

o That day at Calvary, the mystery of God forsaking His Son that 
we might become sons of God—born not of blood, nor of man, 
nor of the will of the flesh, but born of God 
 

o Has given us the treasures of the darkness 
 

o From the 6th hour to the 9th hour there was darkness over the 
land and from the darkness have come the treasures of pardon, 
peace, power, and purity 

 
 
 


