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Thesis: You discover Joy as you Contend for God’s Joyful 
Destiny for your life 

God has a purpose, a destiny for your life, I want to define “destiny.” 

• God has uniquely created you for beauty and joy and as you gaze 
upon God’s beauty, keep falling in love with His beauty, you discover 
your inner beauty. 

• When you make it your aim, your primary aim to delight in Him, God 
plants His desires for your life into your heart. 

• Your inner beauty, which encompasses your character, manifested in 
outward beauty, spiritual gifts, acquired skills and talents, that is your 
destiny. 

• We are most joyful when we discover and press into the destiny of 
our lives. 

• The greatest joy of our lives is beholding the beauty of God but this 
praise of and love for His beauty must be manifested or it will become 
stale and dead. We must walk in the inner beauty of God’s beauty in 
our lives and that working out is your destiny. 

• You were put on this earth to be and to do. 

Paul is showing us in our passage how to contend for God’s Joyful 
Destiny for our lives. 

Philippians 3:12-16  
12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press 
on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid 
hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; 
but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and 
reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward 
the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.             
15 Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in 
anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you.             
16 Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us 
walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind. 
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• In Philippians 3, Paul has written about his past (vs. 1-11), his present 
(vs. 12-16) and his future (vs. 17-21.) 

• Paul has used many metaphors in his letters: p. 110 

• But in our passage Paul says “I press on” “I press toward.”  In the 
Greek it was used of a hunter pursuing his prey. 

• He is speaking of a dogged determination to win! I am using the word 
“contend”, to assert, lay hold of something. 

How do we contend for God’s Destiny for our lives? 

 1) Dissatisfaction (vss. 12-13a) 
  

• A sanctified dissatisfaction is the first essential for discovering your 
destiny 

• Paul never permitted himself to be satisfied with his past victories or 
his past experiences with God 

• Many of us become satisfied with our Christian life—we often 
compare ourselves to others and since we’re doing better than they 
are, we become satisfied and we quit pressing into God for more 

• In verse 12 Paul writes something very interesting: “I press on 
that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid 
hold of me.”  What does he mean? 

o I believe he is referring back to verse 10. 
o To know intimately Christ who laid hold of him. 
o We notice two things that Paul is striving for in knowing 

Christ: 

1. The Power of Christ’s resurrection—Paul wants 
more power in his life. Paul wants to see the power 
of Christ more and more in his life. He wants to walk 
in more of Christ’s resurrection power. Man, I want 
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that—I want to see people get saved, healed, and 
even the dead to rise! Here are some examples: 

a. Praying for that little baby that had drowned 
two weeks ago. 

b. Flight to Palm Springs and leading this guy to 
the Lord. 

c. Farmers Market in Chico, praying for that guy. 

2. The Fellowship of His suffering—Paul does not 
mean he has some kind of martyr syndrome or 
masochistic view, but rather he is willing to suffer for 
the Gospel like Jesus did. He welcomes that.  

a. Listen saints, the Lord spoke to me once, “if 
you go after the power of My resurrection, you 
will enter the fellowship of My suffering.” 

b. People will laugh at you and ridicule you and 
call you a fanatic. 

o Do not be satisfied with your Christian attainments. Go 
for broke. Go after Jesus—to know Him, to experience 
His love.  

o Let’s not be satisfied with the joy we have but go for 
more in worship, in prayer and in breakthrough! 

 2) Devotion (vs. 13b) 

• “one thing” is one of the most important phrases in the Christian life 
o Jesus said to the rich young ruler: “one thing you still 

lack.” 
o Jesus said to busy Martha, “only one thing is needful.” 
o “one thing I know” exclaimed the man who had received 

his sight by the power of Christ. 
o David says, “One thing I have desired.” 

• Too many Christians are involved in “many things” when the secret to 
progress with Christ is to concentrate on “one thing.” 
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• God has a destiny, a purpose for your life and you will discover it 
through devotion to “one thing,” knowing Christ. 

• As an example, for the evangelist DL Moody, the great Chicago fire of 
1871 destroyed everything he had worked for. Up to that time Moody 
was involved in Sunday School promotion, YMCA evangelistic 
meetings and many other worthy activities, but after the fire, he 
determined to devote himself exclusively to evangelism. This “one 
thing” was his destiny and millions of people heard the gospel 
through him. 

• No athlete succeeds by doing everything; he/she succeeds by 
specializing. 

• I believe God wants us to concentrate on knowing Him and knowing 
His calling for our life 

• For example, this was really true in my life. We were living in 
southern California and I was finishing up graduate school, running 
the Vineyard Bible Institute, assistant to John Wimber and Bob 
Fulton, planning and administrating a Mission Conference in Kansas 
City and being asked by John to become the Vineyard Movement 
Evangelist. When one day after a staff meeting a woman named 
Romi Zarit came up to me and prophesied “It is March the first and it 
is time for you to march. I see your feet on a rock, on the Rockies. 
God has given you the Rockies.” I resigned that day and began 
making plans to plant a church in Colorado Springs. 

• James writes, “a double-minded man is unstable in all his ways.” 

• Nehemiah said, when tempted to go and meet with some men who 
had nothing to do with his calling, “I am doing a great work and I 
cannot come down.” 

• For example, if a river is allowed to overflow its banks, the area 
around it will become a swamp, but if the river is damned and 
controlled, it becomes a source of great power. 

• It is all about priorities. 
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3) Direction (vs. 13c) 

• Most people are controlled by the past—the hurt, pain, shame and 
they spend so much time thinking about the past, that they continue 
to crash. You cannot drive your car by looking in the rearview mirror. 

• Paul is speaking of running a race, maybe a chariot race and can you 
imagine what would happen to the charioteer if all he does is look 
back at who’s behind him? 

• To contend for Christ and His joyful destiny for your life, you must be 
future-oriented with vision. 

• In the Bible, the meaning “to forget” does not mean a failure to 
remember. Apart from senility or a brain malfunction, no mature 
person can forget what happened in the past. 

o To forget means to no longer be influenced by or 
affected by the past. 

o God does it! He says, “Your sins and iniquities will I 
remember no more.” (Hebrews 10:17) 

o God has not forgotten your sins, but what He’s saying is: 
“I will no longer hold your sins against you.” 

o “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things 
have become new.  

o It simply means that we break the power of the past by 
living for the future—you can change the trajectory of 
your life. 

•   Look at Joseph (Genesis 45) when he met his brothers the second 
time and revealed himself to them, he held no grudge against them.  
He said to them, “God sent me before you to preserve a remnant for 
you on the earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance.  So 
now it was not you who sent me here, but God; and He has made me 
a father to Pharaoh, and lord over his house and a ruler throughout 
all the land of Egypt.”  
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• It is the past that prepares us for the future if we will not allow the 
past to dictate our future 

4) Determination (vs. 14) 

• “I press”, look at vs 12, “I press on.” Same verb “Contend, fight for, 
battle.” 

• For example, an athlete does not become a champion by watching 
videos, listening to lectures and attending conferences, but he/she 
must get in the arena, get in the game. He must get in the game with 
determination. 

• I love this word “determination.” It means firmness of purpose, 
resoluteness, single-mindedness. 

• It was said of Saint Theresa of Avila that one word characterized her 
personality, it was “determination”. “Once she had decided on a 
course of action, especially if she was convinced it was what God 
wanted of her, she would not be thwarted.” She once said of being a 
Carmelite nun, “It was a joy so great it has never failed me to this 
day.” 

• There are two extremes to avoid here: 1) “I must go out and do it all,” 
and 2) “God must do it all.” One is the “if I don’t do it no one will do it” 
and the other is “let go and let God”. What quarterback would say, 
“Okay men, just let go and let the coach do it all.” 

• God works in us, so that He can work through us. 

In John 15, Jesus says, 4“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 
unless you abide in Me. 
5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in 
him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone 
does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and 
they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If 
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you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you 
desire, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, 
that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.” 

5) Discipline (vs. 15-16) 

• None of this is possible, you will never find Christ in a profound deep 
way, you will never stay the course through hard times without a 
disciplined life. 

• It is not enough for a runner to be determined to win the race, he/she 
must follow the rules. 

• For example, we know of athletes that have doped for races and 
when they have been caught, their lives have gone from the pinnacle 
of success and the admiration of many to depths of disgrace and the 
skirge of their once admiring fans. 

• No one in modern times has stumbled so badly as Lance Armstrong 
2014 NY Times article: Lies are at the heart of the journey of Mr. 
Armstrong, who in his grab for glory and the fabulous wealth that 
accompanied it, became the very essence of a man in pathological denial. 
In her sharply observed book, “Cycle of Lies: The Fall of Lance Armstrong” 
Ms. Macur portrays Mr. Armstrong as not just an incorrigible liar but also as 
a profane bully who wreaked havoc in the lives of those closest to him.  
Ultimately, he showered shame on himself, his sport and the charitable 
foundation he established after his steep-odds-against comeback from 
cancer. The fall of this champion was a long one, and he clipped every 
branch on the way down. 

• Paul says, “have this mindset.” 

• The Word of God is our “rule of faith.” We grow and are conformed to 
Christ as we spend time in His Word. 

• PB&J daily seeking God to know His love, His power, His wisdom. 
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o The most important thing, the “one thing” I will not compromise 
one is time with Jesus and my wife every morning. 

o Determination for Time alone with God determines all my 
choices, decisions, and strategic plans. I cannot tell you how 
many times, thousands of decisions based on God speaking to 
me during my alone time with Him…. 

• Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 9 
Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives 
the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. 25 And everyone 
who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do 
it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an 
imperishable crown. 26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus 
I fight: not as one who beats the air. 27 But I discipline my body 
and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I 
myself should become disqualified. 

• The Bible, history, and even within our own city, are full of examples 
of men and women who began the race running well with great 
success but failed to follow God’s Word and they fell. 

• This fall, starting on Sept 16th on Sunday nights I am going to have a 
8 week class on, what I’m calling, “Fire Within” or “The disciplines of a 
Worshipper and Warrior.” How do we kindle a fire within and maintain 
that fire within. 
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