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Thesis: We have two destinies working simultaneously.   

1. The first is the work God does within us—the interior mansions of 
your heart—to know Him. As Paul states in verse 10, “to know Him 
through the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 
suffering”—to stay dissatisfied in wanting more of God’s power in 
your life. There is great joy in pursuing God’s heart, His beauty. 

2. But, there is the joyful destiny from God working without, on the 
exterior of our lifestyle—Paul calls it our calling. The upward calling of 
Christ Jesus. I was called to be a pastor, teacher, spiritual coach and 
spiritual entrepreneur.  

• For example, this was really true in my life. We were living in 
southern California and I was finishing up graduate school, running 
the Vineyard Bible Institute, assistant to John Wimber and Bob 
Fulton, planning and administrating a Mission Conference in Kansas 
City, and being asked by John to become the Vineyard Movement 
Evangelist. Then one day after a staff meeting a woman named Romi 
Zarit came up to me and prophesied “It is March the first and it is time 
for you to march. I see your feet on a rock, on the Rockies. God has 
given you the Rockies.”  I resigned that day and began making plans 
to plant a church in Colorado Springs. 

You can listen to last week’s message for part 1. Today, I want to continue 
in this vein of contending, contending for God’s joyful destiny.  

Philippians 3:12-21 

John MacArthur says of this passage: “People who make an impact in 
the world invariably have a single-minded commitment to reaching 
their goals. Whether those goals are to conquer the world, succeed in 
business or win a championship, they are willing to make whatever 
sacrifices are necessary to achieve them. On the other hand, those 
who are consumed with their own needs and comfort rarely 
accomplish much. 
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The same is true in the Christian life. There are no hidden secrets, 
gimmicks or shortcuts to a life that makes an impact on the world for 
the truth of Jesus Christ. Such lives are the direct result of maximum 
effort to reach the spiritual goals of Christlikeness in life and ministry.  
Many noble servants of God have suffered much to reach those goals.  
Many have even paid with their lives. All had one thing in common—
their own comfort was less important to them than being like the Lord 
Jesus Christ in this world. They left their mark on the church through 
their undying devotion to Him and their untiring efforts for His 
Gospel. 

Philippians 3:17   
Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, 
as you have us for a pattern.  

7) Discipleship  

• In verse 16 “the same rule” in this verse, “my example” “for a pattern.” 

• We need the lifestyle, testimonies and friendships with older more 
mature men and women in our life. 

• You must be discipled into maturity. 

• “Bloodstained allies”! You absolutely cannot do it alone! 

• Paul writing to Timothy says, “You therefore, my son, be strong 
in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things that you 
have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to 
faithful men who will be able to teach others also.”  (2 Timothy 
2:1-2) 

• Paul, Timothy, faithful men, others also: 4 spiritual generations. How 
many of you would like to be spiritual great grandparents? We have 
such people in our congregation! 

• Our vision: Building wholehearted disciples in a halfhearted world. 
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o We have D Groups all through the church. Ask about 
getting into a D Group. 

o Wilderness Encounter this week.  
o Morning Fire starts on Tuesday morning, Aug 28th, at 

6am. 

Vs. 18-19  
18 For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you 
even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ:           
19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory 
is in their shame--who set their mind on earthly things.  

8) Discernment 

• Use discernment. 

• Paul is saying, look around at those who are not walking with the 
Lord anymore—they are generally depressed, drug addicted and 
despairing. They have no hope. They are dependent on themselves 
only. 

o Verse 19a - Look at where they are going—"destruction.” They 
are destroying their lives. 

o Verse 19b - “god is their belly”—meaning all unrestrained 
desires—sensual, fleshly, bodily desires. 

o Verse 19c - “whose glory is their shame”—meaning that the 
things they should be ashamed of doing, they glorify in. Have 
you watched some of these reality shows—they are glorifying 
shame!! 

• Use discernment folks. The hyper-grace message was alive and well 
at the time of this letter—as long as you have given your heart to 
Christ then anything you do does not really matter! 

• For example, many of you are coming back to the Lord as prodigals 
and I want to say to you, “come and drink from the fountain! It is free 
but it is also expensive.”  It is the pearl of great price—it will cost you 
everything, but it is joyful spring. 
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• Jesus said it this way, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and 
drink. 38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of 
his heart will flow rivers of living water.” (John 7) 

o When we set our hearts on the things of this world we become 
covetous of what we have and always need more. 

o Covetousness always leads to chaos and disorder. 

o I am not saying God does not desire that our needs are met. 
Not at all. He wants to fantastically bless you, but the reality of 
the kingdom is so different. 

o When you pursue stuff you only get stuff and stuff does not 
satisfy—it is a pseudo joy and it fades and rusts. 

o But when you pursue the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, you get God and joy. 

o The difference is a clutching vs. surrender.  

o When you put Christ first in everything—your time, energy and 
money, the joy of the Lord enables you to accomplish so much 
more! 

9) Desire 

• Make the kingdom of God your pursuit—on the earth and in the sky.  
We have the kingdom within us and God wants us to pursue His 
kingdom right now—in our choices, in our jobs, in our work and in our 
finances. 

• Desire God and His kingdom in your life. Make that your destiny. Joy 
will follow. 

• The more we find satisfaction in Christ and His calling, the more we 
glorify God. 
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• God wants joyful disciples. Be relentless, be passionate in your 
pursuit of Him. 

Matthew 6:25-33  
25 "Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will 
eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. 
Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at 
the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into 
barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more 
value than they? 27 Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his 
stature? 28 So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of 
the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; 29 and yet I say to 
you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of 
these. 30 Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, 
and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe 
you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What shall 
we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32 For after 
all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows 
that you need all these things. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.  

• Jesus is saying if you will make the kingdom of God your greatest 
desire, He will take care of your earthly needs. 

• For example, Liz and I discovered this many years ago when we 
knew God had called us to serve Him. We surrendered all our earthly 
desires to Him in order to passionately, wholeheartedly seek the 
kingdom first. 

o We always had enough. After almost 40 years of serving Him 
we can tell you that if you will make Jesus and His kingdom 
your greatest desire, you will experience incredible joy and 
adventure. 

o One of our themes: “Where God guides He provides.” 

o Who is your provider? What is your price? Can you be bought 
out? 

© Steve Holt | TheRoad.org �6

http://TheRoad.org


o Proverbs 28:21  
    To show partiality is not good,  

Because for a piece of bread a man will transgress. 

o Liz and I were talking this week and we can recall 3 major 
crossroads in our life where money, fame and security were 
offered to us in return for something we did not feel was God’s 
kingdom calling. We did not take the bait. 

o I cannot be bought out!! Liz and I can have anything we have—
it is all His. 

o What about you? 
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