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God can move mountains in my life 
I will build up my faith with God’s Holy Word 
I will come alive in the power of the Holy Spirit 
With Jesus, nothing will be impossible 

• Jesus is confronting the long-standing Jewish view of scripture and 
what it means to be holy and even “religious.” 

• Jesus, the radical Kingdom Revolutionary, the outlier, the “activist of 
the heart.” 

o The Religious perspective is that of the outward man, the 
outward woman—behavior and conduct. 

o The Jesus perspective is that everything in life revolves around 
the inward man, the inward woman—the heart. 

o There is more about the heart than any other single subject in 
all of the Bible. 

o Indeed the most written about person in all of the Scriptures, 
David, is the only leader in the Bible described as a “man after 
God’s own heart.” 

• Last week we looked at the Heart Attitude of reconciliation and 
breaking the power of anger. 

• This week, we continue in the Sermon on the Mount and how we 
break the power of lust through a Purity of Heart. 

We are hardwired for relationship! We are hardwired for connection. 
Marriage is a key part of our lives—most of you will get married. Just 
because you are married does not mean that lust won’t still be a 
problem. 

Matthew 5:27-28 
27 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not 
commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to 
lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 
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• Jesus is radically redefining the definition of adultery and explaining 
that it all begins with lust in the heart. 

• This is indeed the warning of pornography and it’s insidious tentacles 
into our brain. 

• As I’ve spoken on before, “image lust” has the power to change the 
structure of our brains. Releasing dopamine into our neural pathways 
and creating addictions not unlike the same power as cocaine and 
heroin. 

• In one sense, if you have ever lusted for another woman or man, you 
have committed adultery. 

Matthew 5:29-30 
29 If your right eye causes you to [j]sin, pluck it out and cast it from 
you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, 
than for your whole body to be cast into hell. 30 And if your right hand 
causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more 
profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your 
whole body to be cast into hell. 

• Jesus is not advocating self-mutilation, which some monastic orders 
within the Catholic church have encouraged. Those would be the 
same conditions Jesus is speaking against—which is that somehow 
outward acts will change your heart. It does not. 

• Rather, Jesus is using graphic hyperbole to demonstrate the 
seriousness of lust and adultery of the heart. 

• Jesus’ point is that it would be better to lose a member of your body 
than to bear the consequences of the guilt from such a sin. 

• As a pastor and counselor, I can tell you from experience that nothing 
cuts deeper or creates more profound guilt and anxiety than adultery.  
Adultery is the ultimate betrayal of the heart against someone.   

• And this is why Jesus says you can legally divorce someone for 
adultery, the deepest kind of betrayal. 
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Matthew 5:31-32 
31 “Furthermore it has been said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him 
give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I say to you that whoever 
divorces his wife for any reason except [l]sexual immorality causes 
her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a woman who is 
divorced commits adultery. 

Deuteronomy 24:1-4  
If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because 
he finds something indecent about her, and he writes her a certificate 
of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house, 2 and if after 
she leaves his house she becomes the wife of another man, 3 and her 
second husband dislikes her and writes her a certificate of divorce, 
gives it to her and sends her from his house… 

• The Scribes and Pharisees had taken this Old Testament passage 
from Moses to regulate what was a kind of “No Fault Divorce Law” in 
which men could divorce their wives for anything. “Displeasing” could 
mean the meal they made, the clothes they wore or just about 
anything. 

• The key word in the injunction was “finds something indecent about 
her” which was related to adultery. 

• Moses never commanded divorce even for adultery but rather gave a 
concession to the fact that one’s heart had become hardened toward 
the other. 

• Jesus elaborates in Matthew 19:3-9 

The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him, “Is it 
lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?” 
4 And He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He 
who made them at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’ 5 and 
said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be 
joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 6 So then, 
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they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined 
together, let not man separate.” 
7 They said to Him, “Why then did Moses command to give a 
certificate of divorce, and to put her away?” 
8 He said to them, “Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, 
permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was 
not so. 9 And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except 
for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and 
whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery.” 

• The point in both passages is that divorce should be rare and only 
used in the case of adultery by either spouse. 

• It also explains that one should be careful in remarrying and in those 
cases understand what happened in the person’s previous divorce. 

• Key phrase: look again at verse 4-6 and let me make a few 
comments: 

4 And He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He 
who made them at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’ 5 and 
said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be 
joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 6 So then, 
they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined 
together, let not man separate.” 

5 Convictions about Marriage 

1. First, at The Road we believe deeply in biblical, healthy, joyful, 
victorious marriages! We have our first Marriage Conference on 
Valentine’s Day Weekend in 2020. 

♣	My book, The God Wild Marriage is being revised and it 
will be republished for our conference. 
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2. Secondly, Look at verse 4:  

     At The Road we believe that marriage is always between a man 
and a woman and we will never perform a same sex wedding. 

♣	This is a hot bed issue (no pun intended) but we are 
choosing as a church to stick with the Bible and it is 
written into our constitution.  

♣	This has nothing to do with devaluing anyone, not loving 
people who struggle with same sex attraction. 

♣	But it does have to do with our convictions from the Bible.   

3. Thirdly, Look at verse 5: 

    We believe that a man and woman should leave their home and 
become one with each other.   

♣	Work hard, make your way, and provide for your own 
family without undue parenting from the end-laws.   

♣	Liz and I believe that our job was to create a nest for our 
kids to be nurtured in and develop their own wings. Then 
fly. Fly and make their own nest.   

♣	We are friends and support but too much of the time, in-
laws wield way too much influence and cannot actually 
hurt the development of the new couple. 

4. Fourth, we are going to fight with you for your marriage. Even 
with adultery involved, we will counsel you to work things out 
and fight for your marriage.  

♣	Divorce should be rare. Man should not be able to 
separate your marriage.   

♣	But you will have to battle for it! 
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♣	Your biggest struggle will be a hardened heart! How do 
you keep a soft heart? Yes, that is the question isn’t it? 

♣	Marriage is both the most fulfilling and the most 
treacherous part of your life—it is worth fighting for—for 
the sake of the children, for the sake of your sanity, for the 
sake of your future life. 

♣	75% of divorced people say 3 years after their divorce they 
wish they had stayed in and make it work. 

5. Fifth, intimacy and sex should be a big part of your marriage 
relationship.   

♣	We are being commanded here that the two persons 
should become one flesh and that is most definitely 
talking about the intimate sexual relationship.  

♣	Now there is a ton we can speak on in reference to this 
issue and we will cover this at our Marriage Conference, 
but suffice to say that SEX is spelled:  G…I…V…E.  Give, 
give, give.   

♣	BOTH people learning to give to the other. More on that 
later. 
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