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The Question of the Wholehearted Disciple 
 
Announce: 
 

• My book, “The God Wild Marriage” on sale this week in the 
lobby.  Discounted from $10 to $5  
 

• Youth Discipleship… 
 

• C Groups… 
 
Mark 10:1 
 

• On the other side of the Jordan. He will not see Galilee again 
until after his resurrection 
 

• So he would not pass through the Samaritan are, they took the 
road on the other side of the Jordan 

 
Vs. 2 

 
• Divorce is not an issue anymore but it was an issue back then 

 
• In America, It used be “Fault Divorce,” but nowadays we have 

“No-Fault divorce” and since that time, divorce has sky rocketed 
 

• But there was a debate in Jesus’ day 
 

• They want to catch him 
 

o Liberal Hillel view—put your wife away for anything—
ubrning the gravey, making fun of your parents, not 
covering her head 
 

o Conservative view—uncleanness.  But what was 
uncleanliness.  Romans had taken away the execution 
sentince but they still did it. If they caught a couple in 
adultery, they would stone them in the center of town and 



coverthem with manure and planted a tree.  A reminder of 
the couple that was in adultery 
 

• They want to catch him on a controversial matter 
 

• They are asking him at Peria, where Antipas has a fortress, 
where Herod was accused of adultery by John the Baptist 

 
Vs. 3-4 
 

• Moses allowed divorce because of uncleanliness.  What is the 
uncleanness? 
 

• Deut 24:1-4 
 

• Prohibition was that you can divorce your wife and she is 
allowed to remarry 
 

• So, we’re allowed to divorce her for no reason  
 
Vs. 5 
 

• This is where it all begins—hardness of the heart 
 

• I felt that way about my first wife!  And I’m still married to her. 
 

• You get offended.  You get your buttons pushed.  You can start 
to store that up and let your heart get hard 
 

• This is a Lordship issue!   
 

o Who is on the Throne of your heart?   
o You have to take this to Jesus.   
o Jesus didn’t harden his heart against you.  He entered our 

world and laid down his life for you 
o Ex. I cover this in my book… 

 



• Enter your wife’s world and die there!  Men, you have to enter 
her world—learn her code! Wives too—enter his world, learn 
his code… 
 

• This is difficult.  Abusive past is tough.  Marriage is the most 
important decision outside of choosing Christ, of your life! 
 

• Ex.  When the kids leave, divorce sours. 
 

• Moses allowed divorce because of the hardnesss of your heart 
 

• We are under the new covenant and we walk with the power of 
the Holy Spirit 
 

• Divorce isn’t the unpardonable sin.  We will never love our 
wives like Christ loved the church but we still strive to love that 
way 
 

• The Argument is always circular:  if she would submit I could 
love her; if he would me like Jesus loved the church… 
 

• But there are 3 people in the marriage:  you, her, and Jesus! 
 

• It’s about Lordship!  If you both grow closer to the Lord 
together, you ill grow closer to each other  

 
Vs. 6 
 

• Our culture has lost this part haven’t we?  But we haven’t at the 
Road 
 

• We don’t endorse or do same gender marriage! 
 

• Ex. Recent article in Time magazine…we don’t change 
because God’s Law hasn’t changed 

 
Vs.7 
 



• The first separation—leave mom and dad and make the 
relationship between husband and wife the first priority 
 

• This is a problem with “Mommy’s boys” and “Daddys girls” 
 

• A new arena!  A new arena of sanctification!  
 

• In this new arena, God is going to make you like Jesus!  It’s 
about holiness more than happiness 

 
Vs.8 
 

• Glued together—super glue 
 

• Joinng together in intimacy 
 

• One fleshness—this is why adultery was so aweful 
 

• But it doesn’t mean that if someone commits adultery that you 
should automatically get a divorce—we have seen many people 
forgive and be restored. New Covenant and the power of the 
HS 
 

• Such a sense of betrayal so vulnerably—it’s the most difficult to 
overcome 

 
Vs. 9-12 
 

• Understand the context. Deuteronomy said that they could 
easily divorce 
 

• Jesus is saying that this is not the way it was from the 
beginning 
 

• If she went out and had an affair and then just come back. No 
this is about sexual fidelity, sexual purity 
 

• Sexual sin—we are supposed to work things out 
 



• Ex. if you have divorced, there is forgiveness.  It’s not the 
unpardonable sin.  But realize this is how Jesus views it 

 
Vs.13 
 

• They are the victims—the children 
 

• Moms and dad bringing the children—the disciples rebuke them 
because no proper Rabbi has time to teach children 
 

• He had indignation—the only time he has indignation toward his 
disciples because they are pushing the children away 

 
Vs. 14 
 

• He loves the children. He wants them to come 
 

• He is also indignant toward anyone who hurts children.  This is 
what divorce does!   
 

• Usually you have one who still wants the kids to come to church 
and the other trying to keep them away 

 
Vs. 15-16 
 

• In a child-like way!  They don’t strive for position or prestige. 
 

• They have a clear understanding of who they are—they know 
you outweigh them.  Children know where the food is coming 
from 
 

• The just accept the fact that they are cared for—they don’t 
worry about it.  They accept it 
 

• Ex. we have 17 year spread.  Some needed counsel and others 
jut need to cuddle up.  Some had a part-time job and others just 
need a comfort in a lightening storm.  
  

• Our love changes as we mature 



 
Vs.17 
 

• This is the Rich Young Ruler.  He is young leader (Matt and 
Luke) 
 

• Ex. Kids just believe in heaven—no question.  They only ask, 
“Do we have to take a bath there?”  That’s all they ask 
 

• This guy has everything but he has nothing! 
 

• Ex. Look at the NFL players—they are rich; they have 
everything but they are in gun fights; Rock stars with nothing 
but they have everything getting in all kinds of trouble.  None of 
that satisfies the heart 
 

• He is running to Jesus!  He heard what he said about eternal 
life. He knows he has everything in this world but nothing of 
eternal life 

 
Vs.18 
 

• What must “I do”? 
 

• He is a moralist.  He is a religionist.  He knows nothing of a 
relationship with God 

 
Vs. 19 
 

• What is good?  Only God is good 
 

• Either I’m not good or I’m God—that’s the real question 
 

• You know the rules!  But do you know Me?  Do you really know 
God? 
 

• Since you are a Moralist, what about this? 
 



• Jesus doesn’t deal with the relationship with God but the moral 
standards 
 

• He’s testing him.  He’s done all that moral stuff 
 
Vs. 20-21 
 

• Jesus beholding him—looks into his heart!  He loves him 
 

• One thing he lacks.  Not 300 things! 
 

• Jesus looks into our heart!  Jesus looks into your heart tonight. 
 
Vs. 22 
 

• One thing—your relationship with God 
 

• Jesus is dealing wth the heart—will you be My disciple? 
 

• “Go sell”—that’s incidental to that person 
 

• Jesus is naming the idol in his life that is hindering him from 
following Him.  He went away sad.  “You think I was born 
yesterday?”  He is under such conviction.   
 

• What is your idol? What do you need to do to become a 
disciple? 
 

• Jesus is saying there are two worlds—which are you living for? 
 

o This world or the next world?   
o Is saying get rid of this relationship? 
o Porn? 
o Drugs? 
o Gossip? 
o Your money? 

 
• He can’t give it up.  He could have treasure in heaven!  

Becoming a wholehearted disciple means living for eternity 



 
• The Bible is always telling us to leave the tangible for the 

intangible!  Let go of this because eternity is worth more 
 

• Come and follow Me—this is always the challenge—a 
wholehearted disciple 
 

• He loved him—he loves you!  Come follow Me and find that 
love 
 

• Challenge: one world has to be more important than the other. 
This world, living this world is empty 
 

• You will step into the next world—100% mortality rate.  The 
only thing that will matter is Jesus! 
 

• With Jesus it is safe, it is joy. He will lead you through the veil! 
 
Conclusion: 
 

• We are pilgrims, and some of us are struggling with our 
marriages 

• Some here have never become disciples—living for eternity, 
living for the next world today 

• Give us child-like faith  
• To get our marching orders from you 
• We want that.  We need to know your more.  Weneed to be 

certain of your presence… 
• Evenas our world is unraveling, you are unchanging… 

 


