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Believing Prayer and Removing Mountains 
 
Announce: 
 

1. Tonight is our Pit Stop, right after the service… 
2. Next week is our very first Baptism during the service… 
3. Tonight youth are meeting, Telios… 
4. Easter Weekend is big at The Road 

a. Thursday night Sedir 
b. Friday noon is our Good Friday service 
c. Saturday night is our Easter Celebration 
d. Sunday morning is our Easter Sunrise Service  

 
Mark 11 
Now when they drew near Jerusalem, to Bethphage and 
Bethany, at the Mount of Olives,  
 

• Jesus is coming into his final 5 days on the earth.  He is entering 
into the final battle as a humiliated servant 
 

• Jesus is openly fulfilling the prophecy of his Messiahship 
 

• Jesus is walking up from Jericho, from sea level to over 2000 
feet above sea level 
 

He sent two of His disciples; and He said to them, “Go into the 
village opposite you; and as soon as you have entered it you will 
find a colt tied, on which no one has sat. Loose it and bring it. 
 

• This is of great significance.  Objects used for sacred purposes 
must never have been used 
 

And if anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The 
Lord has need of it,’ and immediately he will send it here.” 
4 So they went their way, and found the colt tied by the door 
outside on the street, and they loosed it. But some of those who 
stood there said to them, “What are you doing, loosing the 
colt?” 
And they spoke to them just as Jesus had commanded. So they 



let them go. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their 
clothes on it, and He sat on it. And many spread their clothes on 
the road, and others cut down leafy branches from the trees and 
spread them on the road.  
 

• This was the customary way for subjects to pay homage to a king 
 

• When Elisha anointed Jehu king of Israel, for the purpose of 
striking down the house of Ahab to avenge the blood of the 
men of God, the prophets, and the people took their garments 
and put them on top of the steps and blew trumpets, “Jehu is 
king!” (1 Kgs 9:13) 
 

9 Then those who went before and those who followed cried out, 
saying: 
 “Hosanna! 

‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ 
Blessed is the kingdom of our father David 
That comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest!” 

 
• These are the words of Ps 118:25-26, and the people are 

proclaiming Jesus as the Messiah 
 

• The Hebrew Hosanna means “Save now”  They are proclaiming 
SAVE NOW!!  Recognizing Jesus as Lord! 

 
• Ex.  Some of you tonight need to cry out “Save Now” and get 

baptized next week! 
 

• Jesus is presenting himself as the fulfillment of Zechariah 9:9 
 
“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold, your King is coming to you; 
He is just and having salvation, 
Lowly and riding on a donkey, 
A colt, the foal of a donkey.1 

1 The New King James Version. 1982 (Zec 9:9). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
                                                        



 
 

11  And Jesus went into Jerusalem and into the temple. So 
when He had looked around at all things, as the hour was 
already late, He went out to Bethany with the twelve. 
 

• Jesus comes to the Temple and looks it over.  He is preparing 
himself for what he would do the next day 
 

Now the next day, when they had come out from Bethany, He 
was hungry. And seeing from afar a fig tree having leaves, He 
went to see if perhaps He would find something on it. When He 
came to it, He found nothing but leaves, for it was not the 
season for figs. In response Jesus said to it, “Let no one eat fruit 
from you ever again.” And His disciples heard it.2 
 

• It’s important to understand the unique nature of the fig tree—
unlike an apple or orange tree, the fruit is first formed first, then 
the leaves appear.  So one would expect to find fruit on a fig 
tree that has fully formed leaves 
 

• The fig tree symbolizes Israel at Jesus’ time, whose religious 
system and heritage appeared to lead the people toward the 
true Messiah, but not only had failed to do so, but even 
prevented the people from the Messiah 

 
• The religious system of the legalistic interpretation of the Law, 

the added legal laws put in place by the priests, actually 
hindered the grace and love of God to be experienced  

 
• Jesus is cursing not only the tree but the nation of Israel 

 
• The leaves seemed to indicate a tree with fruit, but none came.  

Israel, who’s scriptures and system seemed to indicated 
righteous fruit, had failed 

 
• The external forms of righteousness were there but they were 

rejecting the Son of God 

2 The New King James Version. 1982 (Mk 11:1–14). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
                                                        



 
• Ex.  Note that this has a prophetic nature to each of us—notice 

that it is a lone fig tree, no cross-pollination.  You can’t bear fruit 
as a fruit tree without cross-pollination.  So it is with us, we 
must have other believers in our lives ministering to us.   

 
• Ex.  As a family we eat together almost every night—we’ve done 

this for 27 years.  I don’t have Josh eating in his room, Charity 
in her room, not we hang out together, eat together because we 
cross pollinate spiritually and emotionally 

 
• Ex.  At The Road, you need this body.  You need Bible study in a 

D Group, fellowship in a C Group…  
 
Vs. 15 So they came to Jerusalem. Then Jesus went into the 
temple and began to drive out those who bought and sold in the 
temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and 
the seats of those who sold doves. And He would not allow 
anyone to carry wares through the temple. 
 

• There is significant evidence that the priests benefited financially 
by these vendors and that dishonest business transactions 
were common 
 

• This was a fulfillment of Malachi 3 
 
Behold, I send My messenger, 
And he will prepare the way before Me. 
And the Lord, whom you seek, 
Will suddenly come to His temple, 
Even the Messenger of the covenant, 
In whom you delight. 
Behold, He is coming,” 
Says the LORD of hosts. 
“But who can endure the day of His coming? 
And who can stand when He appears? 
For He is like a refiner’s fire 
And like launderers’ soap. 
He will sit as a refiner and a purifier of silver; 



He will purify the sons of Levi, 
 

• The dishonest gain at the expense of the people angered Jesus!  
Jesus is coming to purify the sons of Levi 

 
• Repentance begins in the house of the Lord! 

 
Vs. 17 Then He taught, saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My 
house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you 
have made it a ‘den of thieves.’” 
 

• Jesus is proclaiming his kingship and Messiahship over the 
finances of the Temple.   
 

• The Temple had become commercialized and the real purpose 
was to be a “house of prayer for the nations” 

 
• We believe that this purging occurred in the “Court of Gentiles”, 

the outer court, where the gentiles were to come.  It was 
designed to be a place where the nations could come and seek 
God, find God… 

 
• Ex.  We are a temple of the Holy Spirit; we are called to be a 

house of prayer! 
 
And the scribes and chief priests heard it and sought how they 
might destroy Him; for they feared Him, because all the people 
were astonished at His teaching. When evening had come, He 
went out of the city. 
 

• People in power kill what they fear.  The Pharisees and Scribes 
are growing increasingly fearful of what Jesus represents.  He 
is now even disrupting the entire Temple system 

 
Vs. 20 Now in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig 
tree dried up from the roots. And Peter, remembering, said to 
Him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree which You cursed has withered 
away.” 
So Jesus answered and said to them, “Have faith in God. For 



assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be 
removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his 
heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will 
have whatever he says. Therefore I say to you, whatever things 
you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you 
will have them. 
 

• The incredible power of believing prayer!  This is the lesson of 
the fig tree—when you believe something God has told you, 
with the authority of Christ, it can be done! 

 
• We will have obstacles in our lives—demonic strongholds, 

mountain-like obstacles in your job, struggles in your marriage, 
battles within our homes 

 
• But believe God through the power of prayer!  You can say to 

those mountains to be gone, cast into the sea, without 
doubting, and God will listen to your command and move 
according to your faith 

 
• Church, this is what Jesus is showing us as to what it means to 

be a house of prayer!  You are Temple of the Holy Spirit and 
you are a House of Prayer!  Yes, you are a house of prayer—
your body, mind, and spirit is a house of prayer 

 
• You have the Holy Spirit and you can call on God when 

obstacles come your way—Jesus is saying you can speak to 
that mountain in your life 

 
4 Lessons of Faith in Prayer: 
 

1. The object of our Faith is God!  Not the problem, not the 
obstacle and not faith itself—not faith in faith, but faith in God 
 

2. Focus your prayer on the power of God to remove the 
obstacles in your life.  “With God all things are possible”; “I can 
do all things through Christ who strengthens me” 

 
3. Speak to it.  Jesus tells us to speak to the issue.  There is some 



kind of power in our words, Paul says the same thing in 
Romans 10:9-10, “that if you confess with your mouth the Lord 
Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from 
the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes 
unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation.3 

 
The writer of Hebrews,  
“So we may boldly say: 
“The LORD is my helper; 
I will not fear. 
What can man do to me?”4 
 
Death and life are in the power of the tongue, 
And those who love it will eat its fruit.5 

 
That’s when faith kicks in—when we verbalize our prayer.  
It takes a step of faith to speak it out! 
 
What is intimidating you right now?  Are you enveloped 
with fear? 
 
Tell it to “Be gone!”  Tell it to be removed in the name and 
blood of Jesus! 

 
 

25 “And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything 
against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also 
forgive you your trespasses. But if you do not forgive, neither 
will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.” 
 

4. But you must forgive. Until you learn to forgive, your prayers will 
be hindered 
 

 
• But you can’t have believing, commanding prayer unless you 

3 The New King James Version. 1982 (Ro 10:9–10). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
4 The New King James Version. 1982 (Heb 13:6). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
5 The New King James Version. 1982 (Pr 18:21). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

                                                        



forgive.  You must have spirit of forgiveness in your life 
 

• Jesus: “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.6 

 
• Don’t miss this:  forgiveness and trust are two very different 

things.  Jesus always came in a spirit of forgiveness, even 
speaking forgiveness at the cross, but did he trust the religious 
leaders of Israel?  No, of course not. 

 
• You can forgive someone for what they’ve done to you, but that 

doesn’t necessarily mean you trust them again 
 

• Forgiveness is commanded by Jesus, but trust is earned!! 
 
Then they came again to Jerusalem. And as He was walking in 
the temple, the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders came to 
Him. And they said to Him, “By what authority are You doing 
these things? And who gave You this authority to do these 
things?” 
29 But Jesus answered and said to them, “I also will ask you one 
question; then answer Me, and I will tell you by what authority I 
do these things: The baptism of John—was it from heaven or 
from men? Answer Me.” And they reasoned among themselves, 
saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say, ‘Why then did you 
not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From men’ ”—they feared the 
people, for all counted John to have been a prophet indeed. So 
they answered and said to Jesus, “We do not know.” 
And Jesus answered and said to them, “Neither will I tell you by 
what authority I do these things.” 
 

• They are trying to trap Jesus in a statement of blasphemy 
 

• Countering with his own question, Jesus impales his opponents 
upon the horns of a dilemma 

 
Conclusion: 

6 The New King James Version. 1982 (Mt 6:14–15). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
                                                        



 
• Tonight, what is hampering your prayers!  Who is hampering 

your prayers? 
 

• Do you need to forgive?  Are there mountains that are blocking 
God’s will over your life, your marriage, your job, your kids? 

 
• Come to the water, come to the well, come and bring it to Jesus!  

He has provided you with the power of the Holy Spirit, the 
power of His Word to command demons and sin out of your 
path! 

 
 
 


