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The Cataclysmic Revolutionary Shift  
Good Friday Service  
4-2-15 
 
Read Matthew 27:32-52 Ryan 
 
Children’s Sermon: 
 
I need a volunteer.  You are playing my best friend when I 
was a kid.  Your name is Tony…Two young men were close 
friends in their growing up years, but as adults they went 
their separate ways and lost contact. One went on to 
become a judge, while the other one ended up a criminal. 

One day the judge recognized the criminal who stood before 
him. It was his old friend who now pleaded guilty to the crime 
of which he was accused. The judge faced a dilemma. He 
was a judge so he had to be just; he couldn't let the man off. 
On the other hand, he didn't want to punish the man, 
because he loved him. So as a judge he fined his old friend 
$1000.00 for his offence. But he knew that Tony couldn’t pay 
this amount of money.  So, he came down from his position 
as judge, took off his robe, became a regular citizen, and he 
wrote a cheque for the amount of the fine. He gave it to his 
friend, saying that he was paying the penalty for him. He 
then put his robe back on and accepted the check. 

This illustrates what God has done for us. He judges us 
because we are guilty, then, in his love he came down to 
earth in the person of Jesus and paid the penalty for us. The 
cross is the sign that tells us that everything that needs to be 
done to save us and give us eternal life has been done. 
There is nothing we can add to it. He has given us complete 
pardon for all our sin. The cross reminds us that God's grace 
is truly magnificent. We haven’t done anything to deserve 



such a gift. The cross is a gift from God to us. God has made 
it possible for us to have a relationship with him. God has 
made us right with him. God has cleansed us from the guilt 
of our sin. God has made it possible for you and me to enter 
his heavenly kingdom. Through the cross, God has done it 
all – freely – without cost to us – no catches – we have been 
acquitted. 

Give out a chocolate candy of some sort 

Worship—one song 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Cataclysmic Revolutionary Shift  
Good Friday 4-2-15 
 
Good Friday is about: 
 

• the most dangerous Man who ever lived,  
• who proclaimed the most dangerous Message ever given,  
• and started the most dangerous Movement the world has 

ever witnessed! 
 
This is why, in every nation of the world, billions are meeting 
together, worshipping together, praying together this weekend, 
to celebrate the spiritual multiplication of disciples who will 
literally give their lives for this Man, this Message, and this 
Movement 
 
It all begins on Good Friday—the day set apart above all 
others.  Easter couldn’t have happened without Good Friday.  
The Movement could not have multiplied without Good Friday. 
Good Friday is the Worst day in all human history…and the Best 
Day in all human history 
 

• Since the world began, since the Garden of Eden, since 
the Great Deluge, since the Great Exodus, since the 
building of the Pyramids, since the rise of the Greek 
Civilization, since the Roman Dynasty, since the building of 
the Temples of Solomon and Herod, considered Great 
Wonders of the World at the time, all other events pail in 
importance next to Good Friday 
 

• We are here because on Good Friday, in circa, AD 33, 
there was a Cataclysmic shift that redirected all of history 

 
• We are here because on Good Friday, circa, AD 33, all 

calendars changed around the world 
 



• We are here because on Good Friday, circa, AD 33, a 
movement was birthed that would impact every nation, 
every country, every major language of the world 

 
• We are here because on Good Friday, it all got started—

the idea, the revolutionary vision that all men are created 
equal, that both genders matter, that slaves should be set 
free and have equal access to the Savior of the world 

 
• We are here because on Good Friday, we discovered 

a cataclysmic revolutionary shift that, whether poor or 
rich, educated or uneducated, employed or 
unemployed, talented or not: 

 
o Anyone who believed in This Man, who put his faith 

in This Man, Jesus Christ 
o Could be set free from sin 
o Could be set free from the power of the Devil 
o Could walk in spiritual freedom 
o Could experience the power of God 
o Could find joy welling up from within 

  
• That’s what happened on Good Friday—a seismic 

cataclysmic shiftReligiously, Spiritually, and even 
Physically 

 
A Cataclysmic Shift, A New Revolutionary Order was Begun: 
 
Vs. 50  And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and 
yielded up His spirit.   
 

• Jesus yields up his spirit to the Father 
 

• Jesus dismissed his spirit and enters a new realm 
 

• The price is paid—the perfect sacrifice for our sins 
 



• The Romans have washed their hands of the matter, the 
Jews are done with this troublemaker, and Satan 
sadistically rejoices 
 

• But such begins the Greatest Story ever told, thus begins 
the revolution, a cataclysmic shift upon the earth 

 
Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to 
bottom  
 

• First, the veil of the Temple was torn from top to bottom—no 
human could have done this 
 

• This was not an act of man, but an act of God 
 

• The veil was a thick curtain that separated the Holy Place 
and the Holy of Holies 

 
o The curtain was about 60 feet in height, 30 feet in 

width and 4 inches thick.  
 

• The First Cataclysmic Shift was that man now had access to 
God—His presence, intimacy with the Creator of the 
Universe 
 

• One no longer had to have a Priest as the Intermediator 
between God and Man 

 
• Jesus has ended the sacrificial religious system that required 

the Temple and animal sacrifices 
 

• The death of Christ, the very moment of His death, ended 
religion as it had been known and gave all of us—rich or 
poor, far or near, whatever our color, wherever our nation, 
intimate access into the heart of God 

 
• You can know God, you can experience Christ now!  He is 



Your Lord if you open your heart up to Him 
 
 
and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split,  
 

• There was a physical cataclysmic shift—an earthquake hit 
planet earth that day 
 

• Even the geologics of the earth were impacted by the 
death of Christ 

 
• Do you realize that creation is also a servant of the Creator 

 
• The Bible says, For the earnest expectation of the creation 

eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. For the 
creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 
because of Him who subjected it in hope; because the 
creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 
For we know that the whole creation groans and labors 
with birth pangs together until now.1 

 
• Psalm 29 

 
The voice of the LORD is powerful; 
The voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 
The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars, 
Yes, the LORD splinters the cedars of Lebanon… 
The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
The LORD shakes the Wilderness of Kadesh.2 
 

• When God gave the Law to Moses on Mt Sinai, the earth 
quaked 
 

• Once again, God is shaking the world, shaking men’s 

1 The New King James Version. 1982 (Ro 8:19–22). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
2 The New King James Version. 1982 (Ps 29:4–8). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

                                                        



hearts loose from the power of sin 
 
and the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints 
who had fallen asleep were raised; and coming out of the 
graves after His resurrection, they went into the holy city and 
appeared to many. 
 

• There was a cataclysmic shift in eternity—those who had 
died came back to life 
 

• A resurrection happened! They would not appear until after 
the resurrection of Christ 

 
• These righteous saints were lifted up out of the grave 

 
• Jesus is leading captivity captive and has entered hell and 

taken the keys of sin and death from Satan and is walking 
through, unlocking the gates and letting the captured go 
free 

 
• This is what Jesus can do in your life if you give your life and 

heart to Him—He will unlock your shackles, take away the 
bondage in your life and give you new life, restoring your 
heart 

 
So when the centurion and those with him, who were guarding 
Jesus, saw the earthquake and the things that had happened, 
they feared greatly, saying, “Truly this was the Son of God!”   

 
• Centurians were in charge of 100 men—Centurians were 

tough men—fighters and warriors—chosen for their 
bravery 
 

• They led from the front, occupying a position at the front 
right of the century formation.  Many died in battle. 

 
• Proof positive that God can melt the hardest of hearts! 



 
• When this Roman soldier saw the eclipse, the earthquake, 

and how Jesus died, he knew that everything had 
changed—that a spiritual, physical, geological 
cataclysmic revolutionary shift had occurred! 

 
• He did what any rational man would do—He knew he was 

in the presence of God.   
 

• He confessed the confession that brings eternal new life—
“Truly this was the Son of God” 

 
The Bible says, that if you confess with your mouth the Lord 
Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from 
the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes 
unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation. For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him 
will not be put to shame.” 3 
 

• This Good Friday can be your Best Friday ever! 
 

• If you have never made the cataclysmic discovery of 
personally knowing Jesus as your Christ, do it today 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  

3 The New King James Version. 1982 (Ro 10:9–11). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
                                                        


