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The Praying Church and the Destiny of a Nation

2 Chronicles 7:14-15

When | shut up heaven and there is no rain, or command the
locusts to devour the land, or send pestience among My
people,

e God is the one who brings enemies, poverty, pestilence
upon a nation—it’s God “spiritual alarm clock” to wake us

up

14 if My people who are called by My name will humble
themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their
wicked ways, then | will hear from heaven, and will forgive their
sin and heal their land. Now My eyes will be open and My ears
attentive to prayer made in this place. For now | have chosen
and sanctified this house, that My name may be there forever;
and My eyes and My heart will be there perpetually.

e The people of God determines the direction of a nation—
not politics or economics, but the people of God

e There is a kind of people, a kind of church that can
determine the destiny of a nation

o A people who will humble themselves before God

o0 A people of prayer

o A people who seek the face of God

o0 A people who turn from their wicked ways

e The Church that humbles itself, prays, seeks God’s face and
walks in holiness determines the blessings of God upon a
nation

e The Praying, Believing Church can move the heart of God
to forgives and the hand of God to heal




17 As for you, if you walk before Me as your father David
walked, and do according to all that | have commanded you,
and if you keep My statutes and My judgments, then | will
establish the throne of your kingdom, as | covenanted with
David your father, saying, ‘You shall not fail to have a man as
ruler in Israel.’

19“But if you turn away and forsake My statutes and My
commandments which | have set before you, and go and serve
other gods, and worship them, then | will uproot them from My
land which | have given them; and this house which | have
sanctified for My name | will cast out of My sight, and will make
it a proverb and a byword among all peoples.1t

¢ A humble, praying, believing, seeking Church wiill
determine the leadership over a nation!

¢ A church that prays, believes, seeks God, God will release
great strong leaders, but a church that is weak, anemic,
prideful will have weak, anemic, prideful rulers

Joel 2:12-14

“Now, therefore,” says the LORD,

“Turn to Me with all your heart,

With fasting, with weeping, and with mourning.”
13 So rend your heart, and not your garments;
Return to the LORD your God,

For He is gracious and merciful,

Slow to anger, and of great kindness;

And He relents from doing harm.

14 Who knows if He will turn and relent,

And leave a blessing behind Him—

A grain offering and a drink offering

For the LORD your God?2

L The New King James Version. 1982 (2 Ch 7:13-20). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
2 The New King James Version. 1982 (Joe 2:12-14). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.



e The character of God is so evident in this passage!

e Locusts had come and devoured the land of Israel and
God is speaking through the prophet Joel as the remedy
to relief

e God would rather bless and restore than judge and
punish!

e God longs to be gracious, merciful, and kind

e God longs to bless a nation! God so longs to bless a
people economically!

e God is looking for a wholehearted people to bless!! Man, |
want to be blessed by God, under God’s blessing. | want
to be used and anointed by God to bring blessing over a
land

e God wants the church to be the means of gracious,
merciful, kind, love for a nation

e People who will humble themselves and pray with their
whole heart will move the heart of God to forgive and the
hand of God to heal and bless the land

e The Praying Church determines the direction of a Nation.

e [tis only an invitation to blessing

Could all of you who have been praying in Boiler Room Prayer
please stand up—these men and women give of their time to
pray during the worship service once every two months. Liz,
Pam, and | have a gift for you at the table...if you would like to
sign up to be on our BR Prayer team, you can sign up in the
lobby after the service



| would like all the servant leaders who received my email to
stand up. Let’s now gather into groups

Let’s pray for the church:
1. Pray for God to speak to pastors to lead their churches
into being a “house of prayer for the nations”
2. Pray for pastors to be on fire for the Lord!

Paul Stanley—pray for the family in America

Don Hulin—pray for education in America



