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The Killing of Jesus  
Act 1 
 

• This is Act 1 in the Drama, The Killing of Jesus 
 

• Jesus the main actor of this Drama 
 

• This really happened, so it is a historical docu-drama 
 

• Next week will be Act 2 
 
Mark 14:1 
After two days it was the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread. And the chief priests and the scribes sought how they 
might take Him by trickery and put Him to death. But they said, 
“Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar of the people.” 
 

• The leaders in Jerusalem have already decided to take 
Jesus out, but now they are scheming how they will do it 

 
• Interesting word Mark chooses to use here, “trickery” to 

describe the work of the chief priests and scribes.  Same 
word for “treachery” 

 
• Describing Israel, Ps 78: “[Israel] turned back and acted 

unfaithfully like their fathers; They were turned aside like a 
deceitful bow.P

1 
 

• A deceitful bow—shoots out deceptive arrows! 
 

• Satan is on the move:  Satan is always at work—looking for 
an opening, an opportunity to take out God’s anointed 
ones 

 
• When you gave your heart to Christ, you drew a bulls eye 

1 The New King James Version. 1982 (Ps 78:57). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
                                                        



on your back 
 

• Jesus is an outlaw:  claiming to be God’s Son, prophesying 
that the temple will be destroyed and in 3 days be raised, 
he has predicted his death four times 

 
• Satan’s Ways: always based in fear and death 

 
1. Satan fears exposure—thus strategies are 

deceptive 
2. Satan fears the light—cloaked in darkness 
3. Satan fears Truth—truth is his greatest enemy 

 
The counter to Satan’s strategies is Faith!  People who walk in 
faith are people who are tearing down the walls of fear 
 
And being in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, as He sat 
at the table, a woman came having an alabaster flask of very 
costly oil of spikenard. Then she broke the flask and poured it 
on His head. 
 

• In John’s gospel she is Mary of Bethany.  He has been in her 
home many times. This is Lazarus’ sister.  The one who sat 
at his feet and listened while Martha worked 

 
• Mary is a worshipper.  Mary is a woman of faith. 

 
• The perfume is spikenard from India.  Made from pure nard.   

 
• Ex.  Referenced in the Song of Solomon for how his bride 

adorns herself 
 

• It is an essential oil from flowery plants of the valerian family 
 

• Nard oil is used as a perfume, an incense, a sedative, and 
an herbal medicine said to fight insomnia, birth difficulties, 
and other minor ailments. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perfume
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incense
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sedative
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbal_medicine


 
• Some believe it might have been a form of lavender  

 
 
Vs 4 But there were some who were indignant among 
themselves, and said, “Why was this fragrant oil wasted? For it 
might have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and 
given to the poor.” And they criticized her sharply. 
 

• 300 denarii.  Since 1 denarii equaled a days wages.  A 
years wages to purchase this special spice--This is an 
alabaster of perfume worth maybe $60k! 

 
• Very costly and thus, only used on special occasions.   Very 

likely this was Mary’s dowry—that which she would have 
presented to her husband upon being married.  Mary is 
truly marrying her life to Jesus, giving up everything for Him 

 
• Mary is a wholehearted disciple!  

 
• Judas is the one questioning Jesus.  Other reference would 

indicate that Judas, the keeper of the money bags, the 
banker in the group, is the one speaking out, calling her 
act a “waste” meaning “perdition” the same word Jesus 
would use to describe Judas, a “son of perdition” 

 
• Note that it says, “they criticized her sharply”  Whenever 

there is group activity with a deceiver in the middle, 
watch out for trouble! 

 
• Wasted on Jesus!  A false premise—Judas doesn’t care 

about the poor!  He is selfish and can’t see the powerful 
significance of what is happening 

 
But Jesus said, “Let her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has 
done a good work for Me. For you have the poor with you 
always, and whenever you wish you may do them good; but 



Me you do not have always. She has done what she could. She 
has come beforehand to anoint My body for burial. Assuredly, I 
say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole 
world, what this woman has done will also be told as a 
memorial to her.” 
 

• Poverty is only partially solved politically.  For poverty is of 
the spirit of a man.  You will always have poverty.   

 
• For 6 months Jesus has been announcing that he will die in 

Jerusalem.  Mary has come out of deep love and 
devotion, to prepare him for his soon crucifixion. 

 
• Mary knows that Jesus’ death is imminent and the disciples 

don’t  
 

• Jesus is not at all belittling the poor but recognizing the 
priority of Mary’s heart 

 
• Jesus honors Mary’s worship! 

 
• I would call this “costly discipleship”  “Costly worship” 

 
• Mary is a wholehearted disciple. She is intimate with Christ, 

an intimate relationship of worship:  worship is giving to 
Christ, all you can, as often as you can 

 
• Ex.  I find it interesting that in the last days of Jesus’ he 

commends only two people—one is a poor woman who 
gives her last cent in the Temple treasury and now, Mary, 
because she poured this costly perfume upon his head.  In 
both cases, the praise from Jesus is the costliness, the 
sacrifice, the giving of everything to Him 

 
• Worship, by the world’s standards is a waste of time!  Mary 

has chosen to “waste her life in following Christ” 
 



• Dietrich Bonheoffer opens his book The Cost of Discipleship: 
 
Cheap grace is the deadly enemy of our Church.  We are 
fighting today for costly grace.  Cheap grace means grace 
sold on the market like cheap wares.  The sacraments, the 
forgiveness of sin, and the consolation of religion are thrown 
away at cut prices…Grace without limits.  Grace without price, 
grace without cost…Cheap grace means the justification of sin 
without the justification of the sinner.  Grace alone does 
everything they say and so everything can remain the same.  
The Christian can just live like the rest of the world.  Page 45-46 
 
Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field; for the sake of it 
a man will gladly go and sell all that he has.  It is the pearl of 
great price to buy which the merchant will sell all his goods.  It is 
the kingly rule of Christ, for whose sake a man will pluck out the 
eye which causes him to stumble, it is the call of Jesus Christ at 
which the disciple leaves his nets and follows Him. Page 47 
 
Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it is grace 
because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ.  it is costly because it 
costs a man his life, and it is grace because it gives a man the 
only true life. Ibid. 
 
Vs. 10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went to the chief 
priests to betray Him to them. And when they heard it, they 
were glad, and promised to give him money. So he sought how 
he might conveniently betray Him. 
 

• Judas, who has just criticized Mary for pouring out costly 
perfume upon Jesus because the money could have 
been used for the poor, now goes to the authorities to 
betray Jesus for money!  Hypocrites are abundant. 

 
• Satan always works through betrayal.  Listen—betrayal is 

NEVER of God!  Listen: on the surface, betrayal seemingly 
brings a reward to the betrayer 



 
• As a Jesus disciple you will experience betrayal from those 

who you thought were your friends 
 

• Ex.  Moses was betrayed, David was betrayed, Jesus is now 
being betrayed 

 
• It is a strategy of Satan—satan betrayed God and rebelled 

in heaven 
 

• Satan’s Way—Betrayal and Rebellion 
 

• God’s Way—Loyalty and Submission 
 
Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they killed the 
Passover lamb, His disciples said to Him, “Where do You want 
us to go and prepare, that You may eat the Passover? 
 

• This is either Wednesday or Thursday, according to your 
interpretation of this historical event 

 
• On the first day, the Passover lamb was killed.  Jesus is the 

Passover Lamb, and the plot is in place for Him to be killed 
 

• Judas doesn’t see the significance; the priests miss the 
significance and Pilot is clueless of everything 

 
Vs 13 And He sent out two of His disciples and said to them, “Go 
into the city, and a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of 
water; follow him. Wherever he goes in, say to the master of the 
house, ‘The Teacher says, “Where is the guest room in which I 
may eat the Passover with My disciples?” ’Then he will show 
you a large upper room, furnished and prepared; there make 
ready for us.” 
 

• A man with a water pitcher would have been a strange 
sight since women usually carried the water from a well 



 
• Tradition holds that this was Mark’s home—our writer 

 
• Mark is an eyewitness of all that is happening 

 
So His disciples went out, and came into the city, and found it 
just as He had said to them; and they prepared the Passover. In 
the evening He came with the twelve. 
 

• Jesus, the Passover Lamb, is foreshadowing his coming 
death through taking the Passover with his men 

 
Vs. 18 Now as they sat and ate, Jesus said, “Assuredly, I say to 
you, one of you who eats with Me will betray Me.” And they 
began to be sorrowful, and to say to Him one by one, “Is it I?” 
And another said, “Is it I?” He answered and said to them, “It is 
one of the twelve, who dips with Me in the dish. The Son of Man 
indeed goes just as it is written of Him, but woe to that man by 
whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for 
that man if he had never been born.” 
 

• The custom of dipping the bread in the bowl was a sign of 
devotion and commitment, which made the act of Judas 
even more treacherous 

 
• This betrayal was all part of God’s plan but it did not lessen 

the guilt of the betrayer 
 

And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke 
it, and gave it to them and said, “Take, eat; this is My 
body.”Then He took the cup, and when He had given thanks He 
gave it to them, and they all drank from it. 24 And He said to 
them, “This is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for 
many. Assuredly, I say to you, I will no longer drink of the fruit of 
the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of 
God.” 

And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the 



Mount of Olives.2 
 

• After eating the bread, the cup would be passed 7x.  
Evidently, on the 7th time, Jesus refused to drink from the 
cup but said he would wait until He could drink it in the 
kingdom 

 
• Jesus gave us the sacrament of holy communion on this 

day! 
 

• Judas is no longer present, he has left 
 

• Ex. Seder meal that we took a few weeks ago—we looked 
at the significance of Jesus’ death prophetically given. All 
of the symbols used—the bitter and sweet foods, the wine, 
the meal itself… 

 
• Jesus is using the Passover Meal to inaugurate the New 

Covenant 
 

• Jesus is transforming the symbols used in the meal to point 
his followers to the real purpose of the Passover—to 
Himself as the New Covenant 

 
• The bread now represents his body;  the wine his blood, for 

the forgiveness of sins 
 

• In the midst of betrayal, intrigue, Jesus commends to his 
disciples a new way 

 
• We now have a new way into intimacy with God through 

the body and blood of Jesus! 
 

• A new eternal bond was being established 
 
 

2 The New King James Version. 1982 (Mk 14:22–26). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
                                                        



Then Jesus said to them, “All of you will be made to stumble 
because of Me this night, for it is written: 

‘I will strike the Shepherd, 
And the sheep will be scattered.’ 
“But after I have been raised, I will go before you to 
Galilee.” 
 

• Jesus prepares his men for the days ahead 
 

• All of us have betrayed Jesus in our lives 
 

• Strike the shepherd and they will be scattered.  Their 
identity had changed—from being fisherman, tax 
collector, to being a Jesus Disciple 

 
• Your identity is not your job, your bank account, the 

truck you drive—your identity is Christ 
 

• “I will go before you to Galilee”   Jesus goes before us! 
 
 
 
 
 
 


