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Indiana Pacers forward Paul George told ESPN Radio that 
he wants to win the franchise's first NBA title, but would 
not guarantee that he'll sign a contract extension this 
offseason. 

"As I told Larry, I always want to play on a winning team," 
George said on the program. "I always want to be part of 
a team that has a chance to win it (all). That's important. 
Say what you want; I want to compete for something. It's 
frustrating just playing the game for stats or for numbers 
or to showcase yourself. Man, I want a chance to play for 
a chance to win a championship.” (Indy Star February 17, 
2017) 

• Athletes and people, all of us, always talk about being on a 
winning team. Most people hate working for a losing company 
and most athletes hate playing on a losing team.  

• Losing teams and losing companies demoralize, destroy and 
debilitate our morale and focus.  

• I want to be on a winning team.  

What if I told you every winning team had to lose first? Did you 
know that most of the time, winning always begins with losing? 

• But it’s true from building a business to building your life. You 
will lose in order to win. 

• What if I told you that it did not begin with sports, business or 
the Olympic games, but is an eternal kingdom principle? 

• It comes from God. That to win, you must lose. That losing 
yourself is the key to winning everything. 

• While on the earth, Jesus built a winning team of disciples that 
rocked the world and changed the world! No other faith, no 
other religion, no other mindset, no other movement has so 
changed the world. 
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• Today you are joining more than 2 billion Jesus followers 
around the world who are in similar houses of worship, 
celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Now that’s quite a 
winning team. 

• In Colorado Springs today, churches will be packed because 
people are hungry for God! I’m bullish on Christianity in 
America. I believe a new revival and awakening is coming. 

• But for a moment this morning let’s look at how Jesus built His 
team, the team by the way, that he is still building. He wants the 
whole world to join His team. That is quite a vision. 

• Jesus made one of the most radical statements in the history of 
humankind when he chose his team. It is a statement that has 
reverberated through the ages. 

• It is a statement that has confused some, turned off many, but 
transformed the lives of those who really want to win. 

Luke 9:23-25 
23“If anyone wants to become my follower, he must deny 
himself, take up his cross daily, and follow me. 24 For whoever 
wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for 
my sake will save it. 25 For what does it benefit a person if he 
gains the whole world but loses or forfeits himself?  

• Here is what he is saying: You cannot win with sin! You cannot 
win with selfishness. You cannot win by trying to win for 
yourself. It is quite simple. 

   
o If you focus on you, you lose.  
o If you focus on Jesus, you win. 

• If you deny yourself (realizing that you cannot win on your own) 
and put your trust in Jesus, you will actually find yourself. 

• Sin does not win. Sinners are not winners! 
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• You must lose first. You must deny yourself. You have to lose to 
win. It is a kingdom principle and there is a kingdom truth in 
everything. 

• You always win with Jesus and with Jesus you can become a 
winner. But winning with Jesus requires you lose everything.  

• It is a conundrum. At first you think you win with sin. It’s fun, it’s 
pleasurable, it’s exciting, but in the end you eventually lose 
everything.  

o Adultery and affairs feel that way. It seems fun at first but 
the heart ache, the secrecy and the lies catch up. You 
lose. 

o Lying and cheating is like that. It feels kind of good at first 
but it catches up to you. 

o For example, in a survey, over 90% of the people who 
committed affairs said they carry regret that still lingers in 
their heart. 

• With Jesus, you lose everything first. You surrender everything 
to Him: your life, your desires, your money and your future. But 
Jesus says this is not my opinion but His and you eventually 
win everything.  

• Jesus said “take up your cross and follow Me”. He means that 
we must crucify our affections at the cross. It is the giving up of 
ourselves that we discover real life. 

o The cross is a plus sign: Jesus came to turn your misery 
into joy, your brokenness into healing and your death into 
life. 

o Choose your hard. Your way or the Jesus Way. 
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o My wife often said, “misery is the first gift”. It is in pain that 
we become open to a change. Are you ready for a 
change? 

• Jesus gave his life on an old rugged Roman cross. He seems 
to have lost. He died for the sins of the world. He died for your 
sins and my sins. 

1 Corinthians 15:3-6 
3For I passed on to you as of first importance what I also 
received—that Christ died for our sins according to the 
scriptures, 4 and that he was buried, and that he was raised on 
the third day according to the scriptures, 5 and that he appeared 
to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than 
five hundred. 

• Jesus died to live. Jesus took the defeat but gained the victory.  
Jesus gave His life and found it. 

o Over 500 people saw Jesus alive after he had died. 
o Over 500 people touched and talked to Jesus after he 

died. 
o For example, in today’s court room, you only need one 

eyewitness to convict one of a crime. Historical evidence 
is that 500 eyewitnesses saw Jesus risen from the grave. 

o That is pretty good evidence.  

• You will die. All the surveys show that there is 100% mortality. 
You will die. 

• They say cats have 9 lives. Well, the Bible says people have 2 
lives and the first life determines the second.   

   
• Where will you spend eternity, in heaven or hell? With Christ or 

without Christ?  
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1 Corinthians 15:55-57 
55O death where is your sting? O hell where is your victory? 
56The sting of death is sin (living in sin)…57but thanks be to God 
who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

• When we choose to die to self and live for Christ, there is no 
longer any sting to sin, no longer any sting to death. 

• We win by first losing. It works because it is a kingdom principle 
of life. A kernel of corn dies in the ground and reproduces 
thousands of kernels of corn then the seeds are disposed into 
the ground and multiplied a thousand times over. 

• Paul, who was one of the most notorious Christian haters and 
even killed Jesus followers, was transformed when he gave his 
life to Christ and became one of his most effective disciples, 
said this: 

1 Corinthians 9:24-25 
24 Do you not know that all the runners in a stadium compete, 
but only one receives the prize? So run to win.25 Each 
competitor must exercise self-control in everything. They do it to 
receive a perishable crown, but we an imperishable one. 

• Run to win. Live to win. Join the greatest winner, Jesus. Jesus 
wins. 

• What would you rather do? Win the first half but lose in the 
second? Or lose in the first half and win in the second? Ask the 
Atlanta Falcons that question. 

• Let's finish well. Forget the past. Focus on the future.  

• William Wallace in the movie Braveheart said it well as he faced 
death for his freedom movement in Scotland, “Every man dies, 
but not every man really lives.” 

• Jesus is saying to you: “I’ve seen what you can do, let me show 
you what I can do.” 
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• Some of us have conditioned our lives for ourselves, our glory, 
our success and our way of doing things. But what if there was 
a better way?  

• What if you could have a life coach who is always successful, 
always the wisest and smartest and always wins?  

o …and totally loves you, cares about you and believes in 
you.  

o All He wants is your joy, success and peace! 

o Jesus said, “I have come so that they may have life, and 
may have it abundantly.”  

o Jesus said, “For this is the way God loved the world: He 
gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” 

This is the first day of the rest of your life.   

• Today, in this Easter celebration, you are in the locker room and 
the greatest life coach of all time is inviting you to: 

o Win in life. 
o Win in your family. 
o Really live. 
o He’s knocking on your heart and inviting you to the 

winner’s circle. 

• He’s not inviting you to join a church or club, but to join Him! 

• And here’s the clincher, it’s not about joining up to a statement 
or membership, it’s about inviting Him into your heart. 

• Jesus comes into your heart. Jesus empowers you to live the 
Christian life. 
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o You may have been baptized as an infant in a church. 
o You may have gone through catechism classes. 
o You may have once attended a church. 
o That’s not what I’m talking about. 

• Jesus is inviting you into a personal, dynamic, growing, life 
changing intimate relationship with Him. 
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