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Cultivating a Passion for the Beauty of God Part 1 

• Seeing the beauty of Jesus is essential for victory in this time in
history.

• I want to convince you that everyone can do this. Not just a special
few. Jesus is not boring. He is indescribably beautiful.

• Whether you are stoic in your emotions, more cerebral in your
approach to God or the most gregarious person, anyone can do this.

• John the Apostle was fascinated, overwhelmed by the beauty of
Jesus. The Bridegroom King.

• You have to get this into your spiritual DNA.

• Every experience of beauty points to God, the infinite all powerful
Designer!!

Psalm 27:4  
4 One thing I have desired of the Lord, That will I seek: That I may 
dwell in the house of the Lord All the days of my life, To behold the 
beauty of the Lord, And to inquire in His temple. 

This “one thing?” I would have thought as a king and warrior that David’s 
mind would be dwelling on: 

• The defeat the enemies of God.
• The advance the kingdom of God.

Mike Bickle calls David: “the theologian of the beauty of God.” 

• Before David, no one had ever said such a thing.

• David cultivated a new worldview.  A new way of looking at God—in
His beauty.
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• It fits so beautifully (might I say it that way!) into our study and 
revelation into the joy of the Lord—find the leverage of Joy in 
Philippians. 

Jonathan Edwards said it this way: 

God is glorified not only by his glory’s being seen, but by it’s being 
rejoiced in.  When those that see it delight in it, God is more glorified 
than if they only see it.  God made the world that he might 
communicate, and the creature received his glory…both with the 
mind and the heart. 

• David made it his central aim to “behold the beauty of God” and this 
brings praise to David!  Praise and worship gushes from David 
because he is beholding the glory of God. The desire above all 
desires—the sum of all desires is found in God. 

• What is the beauty of God?  

o For contemporary science the first trait of beauty is, “elegant 
simplicity,” as in Einstein’s theory of gravitation.  

o Philosophical realism through the centuries has taught us that 
the beautiful is that which has unity, harmony, symmetry, 
wholeness and radiance.  

o Saint Thomas defined beauty as pulchra sunt quae visa 
placent, (beauty are those things which when seen, please). 

o Theologian, Wayne Grudem defines the beauty of God as, “that 
attribute of God whereby he is the sum of all desirable 
qualities.”  

o Other words for beauty would be wonder, mystery, splendor, 
humility, delight, thrill or excitement. 

• The life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ sums up all beauty. It 
is the sum of all the parts—philosophically, scientifically and 
theologically. 
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Psalm 27:5-6 
5 For in the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion; In the 
secret place of His tabernacle He shall hide me; He shall set me high 
upon a rock. 6 And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies 
all around me; Therefore I will offer sacrifices of joy in His tabernacle; 
I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the Lord. 

    • Upon noticing and gazing upon the beauty of God, when                            
praise to the Lord is the eruption of the heart as a result, joy will be the 
overflow of our life! 

• David prays that he could behold the beauty of the Lord in the Temple 
“all the days of his life.” 

• You will never outgrow this. Never graduate from this concept—the 
beauty of God. The heavenly hosts are never exhausted by the 
beauty of God. They worship 24/7. 

Again, Jonathan Edwards said, “God created man for nothing else but 
happiness. He created him only that He might communicate 
happiness to him.” 

• The way of God in our lives, the way of happiness is most often 
through beauty. Beauty, whether in music, creation, literature or the 
human soul, is the way to the deepest joy. 

• We are the happiest and most joyful by beholding God’s eternal 
excellencies—not in beholding our own accomplishments, not in 
sexual appetites, not in a healthy self-esteem.  

• The human soul was not created for boredom. We were shaped for 
excitement and the revelation of God’s glory. 

• Jesus is not boring and neither is His beauty! But you must cultivate 
worship, cultivate a desire for the beauty of God. 

• This is exactly what Paul had in mind in Philippians 4:4 “Rejoice in 
the Lord always. Again is will say, rejoice!” 
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Psalm 34:8 
8 Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good; Blessed is the man who 
trusts in Him!  

• David discovered delight. David discovered interacting with God as 
His most important delight. Experiencing God like we taste food. 

• You cannot see until you taste!! 

• God wants us to “taste and see” the goodness, love, grace, power 
and beauty” of Himself. 

o To taste (Hebrew) is to eat, discern. The capacity to choose and 
delight in good things, excellencies, beauty. 

Sam Storms: “I don’t want to just live the Christian life, that’s not 
enough. I want to love living the Christian life.” 

• Life is hard, full of hardships but you can never desire pleasure and 
beauty in God too much! 

• No one loves you as much as God. He created you to experience His 
love and beauty, and thus, when we make this our central aim, we 
experience more of His love. 

• 2 Corinthians 3:17-18  
    “the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 

there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a 
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 
image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

• We behold the glory of the Lord…beauty and glory and majesty are 
the same thing. Paul is saying the same thing as David. 

o You will be changed from the inside out. 
o It is transforming. It shifts our emotions. 
o Isaiah 61:1-4 adds to “give beauty to ashes” Very significant 

part of salvation. The beauty He possesses He wants to impart 
to us. 
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The Orthodox and Catholic traditions get this better than evangelicals. 

• Some great books on the subject: 
• The Evidential Power of Beauty: science and theology meet by 

Thomas Dubay. 
• One Thing: developing a passion for the beauty of God by Sam 

Storms. 
• Interior Castle by Teresa of Avila. 

I want to be immensely practical here, so how do we cultivate a 
passion for the beauty of God? 

1) Psalm 36:7-9 
    7 How precious is Your lovingkindness, O God! Therefore the 

children of men put their trust under the shadow of Your wings. 8 

They are abundantly satisfied with the fullness of Your house, 
And You give them drink from the river of Your pleasures. 9 For 
with You is the fountain of life; In Your light we see light.  

     Cultivate a Passion for God’s River of Pleasure in your Heart 
(hidden person) 

• Your soul has been created for excitement and experiences that fill 
your life with joy. 

• God’s beauty has been given to you in order to replace your boredom 
with a passion for God. 

• “for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, 
but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 

• So, when we seek the beauty of God, we enter into the kingdom of 
God and these are the attributes of the kingdom.  

• 1 Peter 3:4 “the hidden person of the heart, with the 
incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very 
precious in the sight of God”  
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• The hidden beauty of the heart. God sees it. We do not see it but He 
sees it. When God sees meekness. Incorruptible. But it is hidden.  
But it is very precious to God.   

• Beauty is growing within you. The Word says it is growing in you.  
Every time you trust the Lord, believe His story, that quiet spirit is 
precious to me.   

• Colossians 3 shows us how to be “hidden in Christ”: putting off anger, 
wrath, malice, filthy language—this is actually ugly! 

• You cannot know ugly till you know beauty! Colossians 3 talks about 
putting on the new man, the beauty of the new person, being 
renewed in knowledge according to God’s image. 

2) Psalm 19:1-6  Muse upon the Beauty of God in Creation 
      

1 To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David. The heavens declare the 
glory of God; And the firmament shows His handiwork. 2 Day unto day 
utters speech, And night unto night reveals knowledge. 3 There is no 
speech nor language Where their voice is not heard. 4 Their line has 
gone out through all the earth, And their words to the end of the 
world. In them He has set a tabernacle for the sun, 5 Which is like a 
bridegroom coming out of his chamber, And rejoices like a strong 
man to run its race. 6 Its rising is from one end of heaven, And its 
circuit to the other end; And there is nothing hidden from its heat.  

    • All around us is God’s Divine Art Gallery— 
         become a Scientist and Theologian of the Beauty of God.  

• For example, in nature—breathtakingly beautiful is the complexity of 
each one of these perfect organisms. 

o The South American Glass Knife Fish, for example, has been 
termed “basically a computer with fins.” 

o This swimming computer finds its way along rivers and streams 
by means of its inbuilt technology. 
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o Researchers Gary Rose and Walter Heiligenberg report that 
“signals bouncing off an object are received by specialized cells 
all over the fish’s body. Its brain then computes the objects’ 
location much as our brains locate a noise by clocking the 
arrival of sound waves at our ears. But while our brain can 
distinguish two sound waves reaching our left and right ears at 
15 millionths of a second apart, these fish can detect electrical 
impulses at 400 billionths of a second apart. How do they do it? 
Parallel processing, the soul of the supercomputer.” 

o For example, everything about a bird is elegant, beautiful and 
almost beyond belief. The pneumatic skeleton, air sacs 
throughout the body, which provides circulation that cools the 
bird like a radiator; the intricate design of feathers and wings of 
diverse types cannot be reproduced by man, even today.   

o While jet planes need runways two or more miles in order to 
take off and land, the bird can land successfully on a twig one 
quarter of an inch in diameter. On a single twig many birds can 
jump and turn 180 degrees in a split second. 

o Engineers study birds to solve problems in designing aircraft 
that can descend, take off and land. 

o For example, then there are the mysteries of the migration of 
birds and animals. Much has been written on this in popular 
periodicals but still we do not understand it. Take for example 
the Green Sea Turtle which makes the 1300 mile swimming 
journey from Brazil to a stretch of beach on Ascension Island 
where it was born, lays it’s eggs, and then after a few hours 
begins the journey back to South America. In two months the 
newly hatched young begin their won long journey to Brazil—
and then return sometime between 8—35 years later to their 
birthplaces. Scientists still do not understand the navigational 
skills of these turtles in a featureless ocean. Zoologist Archie 
Carr of the University of Florida remarks “it is esthetically 
irresistible.”  

o For example, even the most moderately informed person is 
readily amazed at the human body and our awesome mind. To 
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just refresh our minds on DNA. This is the fundamental building 
block in the nucleus of each living cell. It carries the genetic 
information that determines the individual hereditary 
characteristics of each person. John Dubay writes, “The 
incredible complexity and beauty of this tiny reality in each of 
our billions of cells are mind boggling.” The Human Genome 
Project is an international scientific effort to map the entire DNA 
code of homo sapiens, they write, “This code is expected to be 
so big that it would occupy 200,000 pages of dictionary sized 
small print.”  This would be 16.6 feet deep thick. We are indeed 
“God’s work of Art.” (Ephesians 2:10) 

o All of this bears on the question of evolution. What is clear to 
honest and competent biochemists and microbiologists is that 
Darwinian Natural Selection cannot account for gradual 
transitions. For one thing, there is a complete lack of imperfect 
transitional forms in the geological strata, and Darwin was 
candid enough to admit that if his theory were correct, there 
would have to be innumerable transitional forms.Further, recent 
developments in microbiology and biochemistry against 
gradualism are devastating to the Darwin’s chance hypothesis. 

o Honest and competent research biologists are abandoning in 
droves Darwin’s chance theory! They are searching for 
alternative hypothesis. 

David: all the days of my life. He was intentionally pursuing it. Whispers of it 
throughout his life. His leadership over our life. The heroic virtue of the 
saints is beautiful. God is forming this in you. Go with God’s story! 

• Look for the beauty in nature, in your own soul. 

• God’s divine Art Gallery, the creation is part of it but it is so much 
more. 

• In the stars, on the earth, in the human mind, virtue, it is all part of His 
beauty. 

Let’s gaze upon the beauty of God now as we move into worship… 
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