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Worshipper Warrior: Wholehearted 

Wonderful time last week with many baptisms. 
Immediately following the service we have The Road Map, join us. 

Today we begin a new series, Worshipper Warrior. Parts of this are 
from my book, on sale in the lobby. 

• Let’s set the stage by looking at the context of David’s life, passion 
and heart.  

o Saul is raised up as king over Israel, their first king, and in the 
prophet Samuel’s words, in rebellion to God. 

o 1 Samuel 10:19  But you have today rejected your God, 
who Himself saved you from all your adversities and your 
tribulations; and you have said to Him, 'No, set a king over 
us!' Now therefore, present yourselves before the Lord by 
your tribes and by your clans."  

o Saul is raised up and almost immediately the immaturity, lack of 
vision and disobedience surfaces. 

o Today, I want to look at being “wholehearted,” a wholehearted 
disciple of Jesus. 

o Saul is never all-in, fully committed to the Lord or the people.  
Saul is committed to Saul. 

• Saul is half-hearted in his responses to God. He is “Saul, the Half-
hearted.” 

Character Qualities of a Half-hearted Person 

o Reactionary. Saul does not have a vision for his life from God 
and thus as you study his life, you observe one who is 
constantly reacting out of fear and anger. (1 Samuel 11:7) 

    7 So he took a yoke of oxen and cut them in pieces, and 
sent them throughout all the territory of Israel by the hands 
of messengers, saying, "Whoever does not go out with 
Saul and Samuel to battle, so it shall be done to his oxen." 
And the fear of the Lord fell on the people, and they came 
out with one consent. 
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o Unprepared Spiritually. In chapter 13 Saul recruits some men, 
woefully short of what is needed and then sends most of them 
home. Then needs them again, and in fear of all the people 
scattering, disobeys the Lord in offering a sacrifice that only 
Samuel should perform. 

o Fear of Man. Saul falls into the trap of letting people’s opinions, 
fears, reactions and desires dictate his leadership. 

In contrast, God is always looking for the wholehearted man or woman 
whom He can mightily use. 

2 Chronicles 16:9 For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout 
the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose 
heart is loyal to Him. 

• God is searching the earth for even just one person, whose heart is 
loyal to Him. 

• God’s ways and God’s plans do not need large numbers. God needs 
one man, one woman fully surrendered to His ways. 

Jeremiah 5:1  
“Run to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem;  
See now and know;  
And seek in her open places 
If you can find a man, 
If there is anyone who executes [a]judgment, 
Who seeks the truth, 
And I will pardon her.” 

• God is looking for wholehearted men and women who seek and love 
truth! 

• God is seeking after men and women who are fully committed to Him. 
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1 Samuel 13:14 
   14 But now your kingdom shall not continue. The Lord has sought 

for Himself a man after His own heart, and the Lord has 
commanded him to be commander over His people, because 
you have not kept what the Lord commanded you.” 

• For example, in his landmark book, Tipping Point, Malcolm Gladwell 
writes about a woman raped and killed; 38 people watched it happen, 
and no one did anything. Later research found that people didn’t 
respond because everyone thought that someone else had reported 
it.  

• They found that if you increase the number of people who view 
something, the chance of anyone reporting is smaller and smaller.  
  

We think the crowd makes a difference and they don’t!! Crowds do not 
create movements. Individuals do. God is not looking for a crowd but a man 
or woman of courage! God is looking for a person who is wholly, fully, 
surrendered to Him. 

1 Samuel 16:1-7 
1 Now the Lord said to Samuel, "How long will you mourn for Saul, 
seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? Fill your horn 
with oil, and go; I am sending you to Jesse the Bethlehemite. For I 
have provided Myself a king among his sons." 2 And Samuel said, 
"How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me." And the Lord said, 
"Take a heifer with you, and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.' 
3 Then invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall 
do; you shall anoint for Me the one I name to you." 4 So Samuel did 
what the Lord said, and went to Bethlehem. And the elders of the town 
trembled at his coming, and said, "Do you come peaceably?" 5 And he 
said, "Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Sanctify 
yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice." Then he consecrated 
Jesse and his sons, and invited them to the sacrifice. 6 So it was, 
when they came, that he looked at Eliab and said, "Surely the Lord's 
anointed is before Him." 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not look at 
his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have refused 
him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart."  
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• God is not all that interested in our degrees, our looks, or even our 
abilities, but He is focused on our heart. 

• David is noticed by God because of the direction of his heart not the 
development of his resume. 

• David is noticed by God by the depth of his character and the fire 
within in his heart. 

• God is looking for people of courage! People of courage make a 
difference. 

• For example, Rosa Parks started a movement. She has been called 
"the first lady of civil rights" and "the mother of the freedom 
movement.” On December 1, 1955, in Montgomery, Alabama, Parks 
rejected bus driver James F. Blake's order to relinquish her seat in 
the "colored section" to a white passenger, after the whites-only 
section was filled.   

• She pushed on the boulder of history and history moved. Martin 
Luther King got on board. The Civil Rights Movement began.  

• Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King were wholehearted. 

Two Kinds of People 

• There are wholehearted people and there are half-hearted people; 
There are courageous people and fearful people. Wholehearted 
people are courageous; half-hearted people are fearful. 

o The only difference is the courageous person is a fearful person 
with focus and a prayer! 

Someone said of our dearth of leaders, “Little people have little 
problems; big people have big problems. I fear we only have little 
problems.” 
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• God to Joshua: You have the quality to “be strong and courageous” 3 
times. God is not looking for fearless people but courageous people. 
Fearless people are mentally deranged.   

The Power of One 

• It is amazing what can happen through one wholehearted person. 
Someone has to do it.   

• When one person steps up, others will follow. “If he can do, I can do it 
too.” It takes someone to believe.   

• Before 1954, the consensus opinion was that no human would ever 
run a mile in under 4 minutes. Even studies had been done to to 
show that if a person ran a mile in under 4 minutes they would have a 
heart attack. On May 6, 1954, Roger Bannister ran the first sub-4 
minute mile: 3:59seconds. Just a few weeks later another guy broke 
Bannister’s record. And now any distance runner can break the 
“impossible” 4 minute mile barrier. 

• You get a breakthrough, and many will follow. The wholehearted 
always lead the way.  

David is a Forerunner of the Wholeheart Disciple of Jesus. 

Isaiah 55:3-4 speaks of David’s witness to all of us, 

Incline your ear, and come to Me. 
Hear, and your soul shall live; 
And I will make an everlasting covenant with you— 
The sure mercies of David. 
Indeed I have given him as a witness to the people,	  
A leader and commander for the people.	  

• No other Old Testament character is quoted and referred to more in 
the New Testament than David. 

• No other Old Testament leader is spoken of more often by Jesus than 
David. 
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• Jesus referred to Himself as “Son of David.” 

• We know more about David’s personal life, motivations and personal 
writings than anyone else in the Bible.  

• David is a forerunner to us of the kind of men and women God is 
raising up today. 

Characteristics of a Wholehearted Disciple of Jesus 

1) God Saturated 

• David is the only man in Scripture described as “a man after God’s 
own heart.” (1 Samuel 13:14) It is the Godward heart of David that 
causes him to stand out.   

• David got God’s attention because of the heart he had developed — 
for God’s unique use. One writer describes it by saying,  

The single most characteristic thing about David is God. David 
believed in God, thought about God, imagined God, addressed God, 
prayed to God. The largest part of David’s existence wasn’t David but 
God. 

• When asked what is the greatest of all commandments, Jesus 
answered,  

“The first of all the commandments is: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our 
God, the Lord is one. 30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your 
strength.’ This is the first commandment. (Mark 12:29-30) 

2) Fully Alive 

• Iranaeus, the church father, might have been talking about David 
when he wrote, “the glory of God is a man fully alive.” David fits this 
description. David was immersed in God and fully alive! 
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• David, more than any other, shows us the aliveness of dealing with 
God in the human condition. It is this wholehearted man embracing 
life with vigor and danger that captures our view of masculinity. 	  
 	  

• David deals with God and lets God deal with him. 	  

• True manhood, true womanhood, is not about perfection, but about 
being a fully engaged human. A man who grapples with God, wrestles 
with uncertainty and fails, but also wins.  	  

• David exemplifies all the qualities of being a wholehearted human — 
fiery devotion, unmitigated misjudgment and yet he never quits. His 
whole life is the story of a man who continually cultivated his heart for 
God. He is the wholehearted man.  	  

• He is the type of man with the type of heart that God is raising up 
today. He is what all men long to be.  	  

Brene Brown, a qualitative researcher of sociology at the University of 
Houston, has written extensively on the subject of being wholehearted. She 
has described well-adjusted joyful people as “living and loving with their 
whole heart.”  

She writes that such people are not the most talented, not the most 
successful, not even the most self-sufficient. She describes her journey of 
discovery in the realm of wholehearted living,	  

The first word that came to mind [in my research] was wholehearted. I 
wasn’t sure what it meant … I had a lot of questions about 
wholeheartedness. What did these folks value?  As I started 
analyzing the stories and looking for re-occurring themes, I realized 
that the patterns generally fell into one of two columns; I first labeled 
these Do and Don’t. The Don’t column was dripping with words like 
perfection, numbing, certainty, exhaustion, self-sufficiency, being 
cool, fitting in, judgment, and scarcity The Do column was brimming 
with words like worthiness, rest, play, trust, faith, intuition, hope, 
belonging, joy, gratitude, and creativity.	  

3) A Single Focus 
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• Unlike Saul before him, David will walk into battle with a single focus 
of God’s glory and God’s power at work. 

• In the Valley of Elah, David will enter the “Goliath saturated 
imagination” of Saul and his men and defy the armies of the 
Philistines and the giant Goliath, but David’s imagination is a single 
focus on the glory of God.  

• 1 Samuel 17:45ff  
    45 Then David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with a 

sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the 
name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom 
you have defied.  
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