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WorshipperWarrior: Oil 
 
1 Samuel 16:13 
13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the 
midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
David from that day forward.  
 

• Throughout the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit is symbolized by 
oil.  Appearing more than 70 times, the anointing of God, 
mashach, was a consecration with sacred oil upon persons and 
even places set apart for God’s purposes (Exodus 30:25-29; 
30:30; 40:9-14; Leviticus 8:12; 16:32 etc.)  
 

• David is now being anointed with oil as a sign of being set apart 
to be the eventual king of Israel.   

 
Anointing from God 
 
At the end of his life, David recognized this anointing of oil as the 
coming of the Spirit. He writes of its significance in his last will and 
testament, 2 Samuel 23, 
 

Now these are the last words of David. 
Thus says David the son of Jesse; 
Thus says the man raised up on high, 
The anointed of the God of Jacob, 
And the sweet psalmist of Israel: 
“The Spirit of the LORD spoke by me, 
And His word was on my tongue. 

 
• The very words he spoke and wrote came from the Spirit of God.  

David, looking back over his life, begins his final prayer of 
praise with an understanding that the blessings of his life had 
come from the anointing of the Spirit. 

 
• Ethan, the writer of Psalm 89, would have agreed.  Looking back, 

remembering the blessings of David and his anointed Spirit led 
leadership, penned these words, 
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I have found My servant David; 
With My holy oil I have anointed him, 
With whom My hand shall be established; 
Also My arm shall strengthen him ... 
“But My faithfulness and My mercy shall be with him, 
And in My name his horn shall be exalted.1 

 
• Though David could not have known it at the time of his 

anointing, as young as he was, Samuel recognizes and records 
that the anointing with oil is the pouring out of the Holy Spirit 
upon David.   
 

• David’s whole life is about to change. David’s entire outlook is 
about to be transformed by God.   
 

• Clearly, David is being set apart and called out to a mission.  The 
young worshipper who loves the rolling hills of Bethlehem is 
about to be thrust into kingly halls of strife and jealousy.  The 
vibrant poet is soon to encounter a crowded battlefield full of 
fear and cowardice.  The worshipper will become a warrior in 
an entirely new venue of challenge. 

 
• Before his family, before his father and brothers, possibly before 

the whole community of men, all can see the oil running down 
his head.  The Spirit of God being poured out upon him will 
empower him for the battles that lie ahead.  His life is altered 
forever. 

 
• The Holy Spirit will give David:  

 
o unnatural courage against a foe that creates fear among 

trained warriors (1 Samuel 17:20-58).  
o Supernatural anointing as a worshipper 
o Boldness as a warrior  
o David is changed into a new man with a new power 

through the anointing of the Holy Spirit. 
 
                                                      
1 The New King James Version. 1982 (Ps 89:20–24). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Jesus, as son of man, had to be Spirit anointed 
 
Matthew 3:16-17 
 
Jesus needed power and received it in His baptism.  He had never 
done a miracle, cast out a demon, preached a sermon, or healed a 
sick person until he was anointed with the Spirit 
 

• Jesus is not “led by the Spirit into the wilderness” (4:1) 
• And returns in the “power of the Spirit” (Luke 4:14) 
• Matt 4:23-24 Jesus ministers in the power of the HS 

 
Jesus, just before leaving the earth, clearly noting the inabilities, 
impulsiveness, and fears of his hand-selected men, instructed them 
not to do anything until they were filled with power from the Holy 
Spirit, 
 
Acts 1:4-7 
 

• Even after three years of ministry together, even after being 
personally mentored by Jesus daily, still these men were not 
ready for the task of walking out their calling as men, as 
disciples, as worshippers and warriors, until they encountered 
the Holy Spirit.   
 

• They are being thrust into a new world of persecution, demonic 
attacks, and obstacles like they had never known before.  They 
would need power for the work ahead.  Pentecost would be 
their calling out as men into a mission. 
 

Acts 1:8 
 

• It is the power of the Spirit that anoints, empowers, and lifts us 
into our calling as worshippers and warriors.  Until we are filled 
with the Spirit we can never know our calling or our gifting.   
 

• Until we are filled with the Spirit we will never have the power 
(dunamis in Greek, the same root word for dynamite) to live 
with whole-hearted, passionate devotion. 



Worshipper & Warrior 
 

4 

 
Acts 2:1-4 
 
In describing the coming of the Holy Spirit, one translation of the 
event at Pentecost reads, “Then, like a wildfire, the Holy Spirit spread 
through their ranks.”2   
 

• Ex. Two years ago, we had a wildfire in our community that 
caused the evacuation of more than 5,000 people.  Hundreds of 
homes were burned to the ground.  The fire was burning just a 
quarter of a mile away as we ran through our home, grabbing 
stuff, packing it up in our trucks, and speeding down our road to 
safety.  The combination of 50-mile-an-hour winds coupled with 
bone-dry conditions turned our forest into a tinder box that 
created an inferno that blazed out of control for 10 days.  Listen 
men, this is not unlike the Holy Spirit—the Spirit of God cannot 
be controlled, and He desires to burn through your heart. 

 
• Like David, these men are transformed from fear to faith, from 

cowardice to courage, through the Holy Spirit’s power flowing 
through them 
 

• Peter, the biggest coward of all, now gets up, preaches, and 3k 
get saved and baptized! 
 

• The disciples were not cleared to go out until they were filled with 
the Spirit.  But when they were, they “turned the world upside 
down” (Acts 17:6) with their boldness and fierce devotion. 
 

• Jesus has promised the Holy Spirit to all of us who believe and 
that even the works we’ve seen Him doing, we can do through 
His power flowing through us 
 

The Filling of the Holy Spirit is the “Full Surrender to the Power 
to love God (inward) and serve people (outward) coming from 
the Presence of the Person Jesus Christ in your life” 
 
                                                      
2 Peterson, E. H. (2005). The Message: The Bible in contemporary language (Ac 2:3). 
Colorado Springs: NavPress. 
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• Inward Power: the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, gentleness, and self-control 
 

o This is the power over our hearts—fame, applause, notice 
by people creates pride and arrogance, but the Holy 
Spirit’s power always creates greater humility and 
submission to Christ 

o The transformation of one’s heart to believe in Christ is 
because the Holy Spirit is working in that man or woman’s 
heart 

o Zech 4:6 “Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit” 
o We all have a bondage to our will until Christ’s Spirit 

invades our heart and breaks the chains of sin 
 

• Outward Power: Not until Christ was baptized by the Spirit at His 
baptism did miracles flow through His life 
 

o After being filled with the Spirit the disciples healed the 
sick, cast out demons, and ministered in signs and 
wonders 

o Romans 15:18-19 For I will not dare to speak of any of 
those things which Christ has not accomplished through 
me, in word and deed, to make the Gentiles 
obedient— 19 in mighty signs and wonders, by the power 
of the Spirit of God, so that from Jerusalem and round 
about to Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of 
Christ. 

o Ex. I have seen men and women set free from porn, from 
adultery, from drug and alcohol addiction because of the 
power of the Holy Spirit! 

 
John 14:12-18 
 

• This same Holy Spirit that: 
o came upon David, 
o came upon Jesus, 
o came upon the disciples, 
o can come upon you and me! 
o The same works that David did, Jesus did, the early 

church die came not from their power, but the power of 
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Jesus flowing in them 
o But we must be filled with His Spirit 
o We must seek to be filled with power from the Spirit, not 

for the power itself, but for “the greater presence of the 
Person” 

 
All of us HAVE the Holy Spirit when we come to Christ, but the filling, 
the baptism by the Holy Spirit is when the Holy Spirit HAS US. 
 
Charles Finney, the great evangelist and leader of the Second 
Great Awakening 
“But as I turned and was about to take a seat by the fire, I received a 
mighty baptism of the Holy Ghost. Without any expectation of it, 
without ever having the thought in my mind that there was any such 
thing for me, without my recollection that I had ever heard the thing 
mentioned by any person in the world, the Holy Ghost descended on 
me in a manner that seemed to go through me, body and soul. I could 
feel the impression, like a wave of electricity, going through and 
through me. Indeed it seemed to come in waves and waves of liquid 
love; for I could not express it in any other way. It seemed like the 
very breath of God. I can recollect distinctly that it seemed to fan me, 
like immense wings. 

No words can express the wonderful love that was shed abroad in my 
heart. I wept aloud with joy and love; and I do not know but I should 
say, I literally bellowed out the unutterable gushings of my heart. The 
waves came over me, and over me, one after the other, until I 
recollect I cried out, “I shall die if these waves continue to pass over 
me.” I said, “Lord, I cannot bear any more”; yet I had no fear of death. 

For me: While I had received Christ and I had begun to share my 
faith with my friends and teammates, one day while walking to class, 
the Spirit of God came upon me and I was baptized by the Spirit and 
it was like I entered another reality… 

Have you been filled with, baptized with the Holy Spirit? 
 

• It’s the pattern of the Bible 
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• To be filled and empowered with the Spirit of God is the only way 

we will be able to withstand the onslaught of the enemy.  Even 
as demonic power is rising in these last days, so will the Lord 
baptize and empower His Church with greater anointing.   

 
Power to be Out of Control 
 

• One of the hardest things for a man is to let go and be willing to 
be out of control.  Let’s face it, in western Christianity, in our 
churches, at our jobs, being in control is not only needful, it is 
required.  But the reality of the stories and events of the men of 
the Bible is one of being controlled by the Spirit, which to our 
basic nature, often seems to be out of control.  Spiritual 
manhood requires a relinquishing of control to the Spirit of God.  

 
• The Spirit of God is wild.  Anyone who thinks they can control 

the Holy Spirit has no idea Who the Holy Spirit truly is.   
 

• The ancient Celts may have come the closest to defining Him.  
The Celtic term for the Holy Spirit was An Geadh-Glas, which 
translates “the Wild Goose.”3  

 
Luke 11:9-13 
 

• We must seek God for the anointing of the Holy Spirit 
 

• David was anointed in 1 Samuel 16 and he slew Goliath in 
chapter 17 
 

• Elisha was a child of God before Elijah met him; but he was not 
qualified for the work of a prophet until the spirit of Elijah came 
upon him.  
 

• We have to ask for this blessing, to knock for it, to seek for it, and 
find out why we haven’t received it—is there sin in our hearts? 

 

                                                      
3 Mark Batterson, Wild Goose Chase, Multnomah Books, 2008, Introduction. 




