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Personal Testimony 

How many of you are involved right now in a Community Group? 

How many of you would say that being in community is a vital priority for your 
success in life? 

A recent HHS study concluded that healthy relationships are a huge factor in 
people’s physical health and overall emotional and psychological well-being, 
and that healthy relationships actually positively impact outcomes in life.  

But we don’t need multiple studies to tell us what we already know. Life is better 
when we are in community, when we belong, when we have bloodstained 
allies, when we feel connected to others, and when we have a purpose bigger 
than ourselves.  

Before we explore some of the strengths and dynamics of Community Groups, 
let me set the stage a little bit. 

In the past couple of years, the storm clouds in our nation and world have 
seemingly been increasing almost exponentially. We’ve experienced a shaking, 
perhaps like none other in our lifetimes. 

We’ve seen: 
• A pandemic—lock downs, masks, silencing of dissent, therapeutics being 

suppressed, vaccine mandates, vaccine injuries, and so much more…  
• Perhaps the biggest tragedy is the pandemic of fear that has gripped so 

many; the isolation, separation, loneliness, and the lack of connection.  
• An increase in suicides—especially among young people, drug overdoses, 

and people dying alone.  
• Erosion of some of our most cherished individual freedoms—not just here in 

the US, but really throughout the world. 
• Recently we’re seeing troops amassing on the borders of some countries 

and perhaps the drumbeats of war. 
• Increasing inflation, economic challenges, supply chain disruptions, and 

empty store shelves. 
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• Loss of trust in many institutions—government, media, corporations, big 
tech, pharma, education, courts, and even with some in law enforcement. 

• The splitting up of families, friends, and even churches, over masks, 
vaccines, mandates; and really because of so much shaking, division over 
almost anything. 

Wow, it sounds pretty dire…  

But what do you suppose the shakings or headlines would have been during: 
• The time of Noah’s flood when violence covered the earth? 
• The Egyptian slavery and slaughter of infants at Moses’ birth?  
• Nero’s horrific torture and crucifixion of Christians? 
• The black plague in the 1300’s, covering much of the known world and 

killing at least 75 million people? 
• The most bloody battles of the American Civil War? 
• WW2, concentration camps, the holocaust, and Hitler racing across 

Europe? 
• And what about King Herod, Pol Pot, Mao Zedong, Stalin, and the murder 

of 10% of all people on the earth by Genghis Khan?  

What’s my point? Almost every generation has seen challenges and shakings. 
But the only refuge, the only stability, the only fortress, has always been Almighty 
God—whether we realize it or not. 

His Kingdom is always advancing. His purposes will not be derailed. In fact, when 
nations conspire, when people plot evil things, when leaders gather together 
and take a stand against God, Psalm 2 tells us, “The One enthroned in heaven 
laughs.” (Psalm 2:4 NIV) 

And the shaking is not just geopolitical or in society. What about times of 
personal shaking?  

I have had times in my own life when I felt like my whole world was crumbling. 
When I lost a job; when the three heroes in my life died within a three-year 
period; when I felt so betrayed, misunderstood, or taken advantage of; when I 
made huge mistakes; when I felt like I couldn’t measure up. You can fill in the 
blank for your own situation.  

Sometimes my only refuge was reading the Psalms until I found my own voice in 
the cry of the Psalmist’s heart.  

I remember other times lying on my bed, just holding my Bible close to my heart 
to somehow quiet some of the pain.  
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Healing always came for me through refocusing on eternity and through being 
in authentic community, where others just loved me back to health. 

Shaking is actually a tremendous gift to us.  
• It dims the glamor of this world, and it deepens our ability to appreciate Him.  
• The primary gift is Christ. On Christ, the solid rock I stand; all other ground is 

sinking sand. 
• Another amazing gift is the possibility of real intimacy in relationships; real 

authenticity, real connection, and real belonging. Here, we call this 
bloodstained allies. 

God is building unshakable courage and strength into each of us. He is 
fashioning us for divine partnership. We are being invited to join God for the 
adventure of a lifetime. His purposes will not be thwarted. 

God knows exactly what He is doing, and we are on His side. The shaking and 
the shining of the light into darkness is His answer to our prayers (paneled houses, 
cisterns, broken cisterns) and according to His own good pleasure.  

I believe that right now we are only in the middle hour of this season of shaking. 
More is coming. 

Everything that can be shaken, will be shaken—so that that which remains is 
unshakable. 

But God is not just calling us to hold on and survive. We are being called to 
thrive. 

“Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: If 
either of them falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls 
and has no one to help them up. Also, if two lie down together, they will keep 
warm. But how can one keep warm alone? Though one may be overpowered, 
two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.” 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 NIV 

We battle together; we thrive together. We can’t do it alone. 

That’s where Community Groups come in.  

Early New Testament believers used all kinds of venues to preach, evangelize 
and teach— including the temple courts, synagogues, marketplaces, 
government buildings, the country side, and even a rented lecture hall. But the 

© Jerry Forte | TheRoad.org 



predominate way early church believers had fellowship was in small groups, 
meeting from house to house. 

It was rare that a house church was more than 15 or 20 people—simply because 
most homes were very small. Once a house church grew larger than that, it 
multiplied by starting another house church. 

After Constantine legalized Christianity in 313 AD, many church buildings began 
to be built. But in every century, Christians met from house to house for fellowship
—especially during times of persecution. 

Could house churches be a critical necessity for all of us in the days ahead?  

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer.” Acts 2:42 (NIV) 

Community Groups are built on four pillars: 

1. Apostles’ Teaching 

• The apostles’ teaching is our plumb line for life—it is the Word of God.  
• This might be going deeper with the Sunday sermon, or launching a Bible or 

book study. 
• The Greek word for “teaching” is “did akh AY,” which means "sound 

doctrine or moral instruction on how to live.”  
• The apostles’ teaching is digging into His Truth in order to live in a way that is 

pleasing to Him. 
• In Matthew 24 & 25, Jesus cautioned three times that towards the end of 

the age, deception would be rampant on the earth. Paul warns of the 
same thing. 

• We see it everywhere today. People don’t know what or whom to trust.   
• Community Groups are also a place to discuss and process what is going 

on in the world —in view of His Eternal Truth. That’s how we can become 
the Sons of Issachar— understanding the times and knowing what to do. 

• A greenhouse—a place for receiving water, nutrients, sun light, fertilizer, 
and tending for purposes of growth to maturity and bearing fruit.  

• An armory—a place to allow the Word of God to equip us for war and to 
prepare us to slay giants and subdue kingdoms. 
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2. Fellowship 

• The Greek word here is “koinonia,” which means “partnership, shared 
vision, community, and belonging.” 

• Enjoying each other’s company, sharing life together, and bearing each 
other’s burdens. 

• Life has a way of sometimes chewing us all up at times. 
• You could also think of this as: 

• A hospital—a place for acute care, to mend, to be restored. 
• A furnace—a place for refining, forging, and fanning the flames. 

• The Bible says that iron sharpens iron and to spur one another on to love 
and good works. 

3. Breaking of Bread 

• The Greek word for “bread” is “AR tos,” which is used in the New 
Testament for both food and the Lord’s Supper. 

• Two applications—Holy Communion and/or a meal together. 
• Jesus said, “Do this in remembrance of Me.” 

4. Prayer 

• This is perhaps the most important part of all our community group 
gatherings.  

• We have been seeing such amazing answers to prayer… 
• A launching pad—a place for commissioning into destiny. 

The ultimate outcome of being a hospital, a greenhouse, a furnace, an 
armory, and a launching pad, is to build worshippers and warriors who 
have a wholehearted love for God and others, and are equipped—to 
know their God, be strong, and do exploits.  

That’s taking it to the streets—discipling families, neighborhoods, cities, 
and nations with the message and power of the Kingdom. 

I want to share an excerpt from a terrific book that I highly recommend called 
Live Not By Lies. The title is based on the final essay of Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn to 
the Russian people, where he suggested that we are believing a lie when we 
think it is not possible to resist tyranny. We can and we must. 
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This book contains the testimony of many believers who endured totalitarianism 
in the Soviet Bloc.  

• Read paragraph on page 169. 

Our ability to thrive in the midst of the challenges on the horizon in our nation 
and world—with our faith and integrity intact—may depend on our 
engagement in vital, healthy small groups with likeminded believers. 

I am not suggesting that the only reason to be in a Community Group is to 
survive the storm clouds in our world.  

• Yes, we need each other to counter the lies and deception all around us.  
• Yes, we need each other to resist tyranny.  
• Yes, we need each other to grow and become everything God intends us 

to be. 
• William Wilberforce’s Clapham Society and Bonhoeffer’s small group 

community are examples of the power of standing against tyranny and evil 
through the strength of community. 

• But regardless of what happens in this pivot year of 2022, the real reason for 
being in community is because community is God’s way. 

• Relationship is God’s way.  
• The Bible is replete with examples of the power of community—in both the 

good times and in the tough times.  
• God does everything in the context of relationships. He never intended us 

to be “Lone Rangers.”  

We need each other to be all that God wants us to be.  

When my son, Jonathan, went off to college after being home educated all the 
way through high school, one of the primary things I encouraged him to do was 
to get his PhD in relationships.  

Many missionaries leave the mission field because they can’t get along with 
other missionaries. Wars are fought, churches split, marriages blow apart, and 
children are estranged many times because of a breakdown in relationships.  

Community Groups are a safe place to: 
• Get offended and work through it. 
• Become disappointed and rise above it. 
• Experience betrayal and forgive your way to destiny.  
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It’s never what happens to us, but how we navigate what happens, that 
matters. It’s one of the primary ways by which men and women of God are 
forged. 

So, what’s holding you back…?  

Go to The Road web site and become part of a Community Group today. We 
still have several groups that are open, but they are filling up fast. Just email the 
leaders and coordinate with them. 

We are on the cusp of perhaps the greatest awakening and harvest in the 
history of the world. No matter what happens in society, what happens to our 
nation, or what happens to our freedoms, God’s agenda will not be thwarted.  

God is calling each one of us to step up and join Him in what He is doing. 
Community Groups will help equip you to be the person God created you to be 
and to accomplish His purposes in this hour. They are also a place where your 
unique gifts can be released to bless and encourage others. 

By this time next year, our goal is to have 90% of The Road participating in 
Community Groups.  

That means we need to raise up at least 75 more leaders this year.  

We will be conducting the next Community Group Leader Training on Saturday, 
March 5, from 9:00 am until 1:00 pm, in the Chapel. We will take the intimidation 
and mystery out of leading and help you to influence others in ways you never 
thought possible.  

Prayerfully consider taking our Community Group Leader Training. Come even 
to just check it out. Then see if God is calling you to step up and lead.  

Some of you are really gifted as leaders, but you may not even be aware of it!  
We won’t leave you stranded. We have ongoing Group Leader meetings and 
EmpowerU classes that can help you to live and lead like Jesus did.  

You can sign up for our March 5th Group Leader Training on The Road web site 
or app.  

Now is our time. Let’s do our part together as we join God in His Kingdom 
revolution.  
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Questions for discussion: 

1. Share an example of the personal benefits you have experienced as a result 
of being in community. 

2. How can we best help each other to reach for destiny? 
3. What are some strategies for our group to “take it to the streets?”
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