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The 2022 Wholeheart Declaration

I am growing to love Jesus with all my heart.

I am building my life on the Word of God.

I am trusting in the power of the Holy Spirit.

I am learning to live courageously.

I will shine the light of Christ in my family and community.

We had been going through the book of Ephesians until the Christmas

Advent Season in December. We have gone through five chapters and are
now on the final chapter.

Born for War: Ephesians
Ouir title for Ephesians has been “Born for War,” and this book is about:
* Chapters 1-3: Our Position and Authority as the Church of Jesus
Christ to make known the manifold wisdom of God to the principalities

and powers in the heavenly realm, 4t Dimension.

* Chapters 4-6: Our Practical Authority to make an impact with our
faith in Christ on this earth.

* Today we are looking at chapter 6 and are picking up where we left
off before the Advent Series.

Divine Order of Honor: 1) Marriage, 2) Family/Parenting, 3) Job/owner,
worker.

* The key to all of this is being filled with the Holy Spirit.
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Honor in Parenting
Ephesians 6:1-4

If you are married, your primary priorities are God and family. There is
no higher priority in my life than my family:

* In my life, first is my relationship with God—Iloving and knowing Him;
honoring God.

* Jesus said, “Seek first the Kingdom of God.” That means living
according to primary priorities; and the home, the family, must be our
highest priority.

* To seek first the Kingdom of God is to have primary priorities in place.

* For you that are single, your first priority is God and God alone. Paul
said it was better to be single. The reason is you are not as
encumbered.

* But for the married, our first human relationship on earth is our
commitment to our spouse.

For me, as a man, my highest priority is loving, caring for, and
protecting my wife and children.

o In God’s Divine Order in Ephesians, we have Ephesians
5:18-33, which is the priority of husbands and wives for each
other.

o But now we have the primary priority of children.

Even as Israel was being taken into captivity in Babylon, God spoke
to them about their primary priorities:

“Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all who were
carried away captive, whom | have caused to be carried away from
Jerusalem to Babylon:

‘Build houses and dwell in them; plant gardens and eat their
fruit. Take wives and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for

© Steve Holt | TheRoad.org



your sons and give your daughters to husbands, so that they may
bear sons and daughters—that you may be increased there, and not
diminished. And seek the peace of the city where | have caused you
to be carried away captive, and pray to the Lord for it; for in its peace,
you will have peace.’” (Jeremiah 29:4-7)

The peace of a city is determined by solid marriages and family
structures.

Nothing could me more important with which to start the new year.
The theme of Ephesians is “Born for War,” meaning spiritual warfare,

the battle to have primary priorities in our life against a growing
antagonistic culture.

Verses 1-3

The definition of “children” means those still living under the
authority and care of their father and mother.

An “adult” is when you leave your mother and father and become
independent from your parents physically, emotionally, spiritually, and
financially. Then, you are an adult. You leave and cleave to your new
spouse. You are a new family unit.

In culture today, we have children who want to decide their own life
without the responsibility of those decisions.

So, Paul is instructing children to obey their parents by honoring
them.

It's interesting that Paul is reminding children that if they obey their
parents, it will go well for them. In other words, there is a reward for
obedience.

The word for “obedience” means to listen. Children, listen to your
parents.
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* The instruction is: if you want your life to go well for you; if you want
to live a long life...then obey and honor your parents.

o Now this is not saying obey your parents if they are telling you
to lie, cheat, or malign others. The assumption is that we are
talking about godly kingdom parents.

o This is not saying children should obey parents who are
instructing them to do bad things.

o But verse 4 follows...

Verse 4

Fathers and mothers are to train up children to be worshipper and
warriors.

* The father’s and mother’s role in the process is coaching and
developing children through the processes of:

o Dependence—> learning to depend on you for their needs.
o Interdependence->being coached in personal responsibility as
a part of the home.
o Independence-> released into the world to make their own life.
* Mothers are key here; but I'm willing to bet that, like today, the
mothers were doing all the heavy lifting, and the fathers were focused
only on their work.

* Fathers and mothers, you are equipping them in character, in honor,
in morals, and even in finances to go out and be successful.

* Don'’t provoke them unto wrath! Build them into mature, kingdom
adults who can impact culture.

* Not so harsh...some parents are too harsh!
Grace Atmosphere vs. Law Atmosphere

* Alaw atmosphere is making the law the highest priority; obeying the
law is emphasized. YOU BETTER OBEY ME.
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A grace atmosphere is an atmosphere of understanding and love.
LOVE GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART.

Too many homes have prioritized the law instead of grace and love.
Not perfection. Not your standards for an adult.
Learn to be gentle and understanding with your children.

Like Jesus toward us. A grace atmosphere...of love, acceptance,
and forgiveness.

o Takes much more work to walk in the Spirit and sit down and
look eye-to-eye and talk about the consequences.

You are shepherding your child’s heart, and the behavior will follow,
not the other way around.

o The natural way: It takes no Holy Spirit to shout, scream, and
just rip into your kids.

o Often kids are acting out to get your attention. My mom used to
say, “Children are wonderful observers but lousy interpreters.”
They want to see your heart turned toward them...even if it is
through acting out!

Ex. Before you have any kids, you see those kids at the restaurant and
say, “My kids will never do that!” First child just blows your theories out the
window. How can this gene pool produce a kid like this?

All kids are so different...God’s given them all idiosyncrasies and
tendencies. They are not going to be perfect.

This one will excel at this and that one at this. Each child will excel at
something. Study your kids.

One is musical, one is athletic, one is theatrical, one is relational...
study your kids and uphold the mom.
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Dr. Ross Campbell’'s book, How to Really Love your Child, has four key
legs by which he stands his theme:

Really Loving Your Children: 4 Keys
1. Focused Attention
* Studies show that kids see “busyness” as lack of love!
* Studies show that “hurriedness” means “I don'’t really matter.”

* Ex. Liz would go into the kids’ rooms and just sit there! She would
just sit there and let the conversation flow...

2. Eye to Eye Contact
* Look your kids in the eye.
* You know they say that about training animals too!
3. Physical Contact
* Appropriate touching. Pat on the back; a hug; holding hands.
* Boys and girls need that: a hug for our girls, wrestling with our boys.

* When they don'’t get it at home, guess where they will begin to look
for it?

4. Discipline
* Boundaries.
* Standards that expand with time and trustworthiness.
* Grace for the obedient and the law for law breakers!

* Ex. We never give spanks after about 9 years old, but we still have
discipline!
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* Run around the house
* Ajob that needs to be done
* How about pull-ups and push-ups!
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