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Satan’s Greatest Triumph or God’s Greatest Victory? 
Good Friday 2022 

 
Let us Stand.  Read Matthew 27:45-54 
 
Pray. 
 
Verse 45 
 
Jesus was crucified on the third hour, about 9am, based on the Jewish 
method of reckoning time. 
 
Thus, he has been hanging on the cross for three hours before we pick up 
the scene. 
 
At noon, the sixth hour, until the ninth hour, 3pm, darkness covers the land: 
 

• All of the synoptic Gospels:  Matthew, Mark, and Luke, speak of 
darkness covering the land. 

 
• All through the Bible: 

 
o Darkness symbolizes the rule of Satan.   
o This is Satan’s greatest moment.   
o This is Satan’s ultimate victory. 

 
• The Son of God is being slowly and painfully drained of life. 

 
The “Life Giver” is giving up His life! 
 

• This is Satan’s greatest triumph; and man is his accomplice. 
 

Jesus knew it was going to happen. 
 

• For six months, Jesus has been prophesying of His death. Jesus 
prophesies the exact day: “You know that after two days is the 
Passover, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.” 
(Matthew 26:2) 
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• Jesus prophesies that He will be killed as a woman anoints His head 
with oil. (Matthew 26:6-13) 

 
• At their Last Supper together, Jesus predicts He will be betrayed. 

(Matthew 26:21-25) 
 

• At the Last Supper, Jesus prophesies of His crucifixion. (verses 29-
31) 
 

• In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus, knowing His torturers are 
coming, knowing that the Father’s will is His death, agonizes in 
prayer. 

 
Jesus: “When I was with you daily in the temple, you did not try to 
seize Me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness." (Luke 
22:53) 
 
Satan has three hours of fame!   
 

• Noon until 3pm, darkness covered the earth!  Did it cover the whole 
earth?  We don’t know, but I have often wondered if the whole earth 
experienced this darkness.  

 
• What was it? An eclipse of the sun?  Dark clouds?  A storm?  We 

don’t know. 
 

• Satan had seemingly extinguished the light. 
 

• Darkness and death are twin sisters in the Bible. 
 

• Satan is ruling the earth during those three hours. 
 

o Satan has been given the liberty by God the Father to rule over 
the Son. 

 
o To see Him beaten and maimed by men. 

 
o All the cruelty and hatred of man rules this day.  
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o In the movie, The Passion, Satan is depicted as an eerie dark 
androgynous figure clocked in black, smiling smugly, as Jesus 
is whipped and beaten beyond recognition. 

 
o All the evil, all the cruelty, all the agony of darkness, is cast 

upon Jesus during these hours of darkness. 
 

o Jesus truly said it, “This is your hour and the power of 
darkness.” 

 
Verses 46-50 
 
The Father must turn away from the Son. 
 

• Christ cries out from Psalm 22, the great prophetic psalm; it has been 
called the fifth gospel. 

 
• The weight of the sin of the world has fallen upon Him. 

 
• Christ was experiencing the abandonment and despair that resulted 

from the divine wrath of God falling upon Him. 
 

• Jesus has become our “sin-bearer.” 
 

• This was prophesied in the Old Testament: 
 
“Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; 
He has put Him to grief. 
When You make His soul an offering for sin  
…He poured out His soul unto death, 
And He was numbered with the transgressors, 
And He bore the sin of many…” (Isaiah 53:10~12) 

  
“For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him.” (2 Corinthians 5:21) 
 

• All of our jealousy fell upon Him. 
• All of our pride; 
• All of our arrogance; 
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• All of our manipulation; 
• All of our hatred; 
• All of our prejudice; 
• All of our envy… 
 
• Fell upon Him…He became sin. He felt our sin; the weight of the 

world’s sin fell upon Him. 
 

Jesus is the prophesied Passover Lamb. 
 

• He is now a sinner; and God, in some mysterious way, has turned His 
face away from His Son. 

 
• A poet expressed it beautifully: 

 
He Became Sin for Us 
 
O the mystery of His mercy! 

Unguessed depths of matchless grace. 
Christ became that which He hated, 

While God turned away His face. 
 
Turned in wrath from His Beloved, 

Hanging there upon the tree; 
Strangely changed, and strangely bearing 

All the sins of you and me. 
 
Angels dared not look upon Him, 

But averted stricken eyes; 
Seeing not the Lord of glory, 

But a bleeding Sacrifice. 
 
Through the circling, endless ages 

Such a sight had never been; 
He, the spotless Lamb of Heaven, 

Christ the Lord, becoming sin! 
  Martha Snell Nicholson 
 
What really happened at the Cross? 
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Verses 51-53 
 

• Jesus has passed into eternity…Jesus has entered the spiritual world 
from whence He had come. 

 
• The Scriptures tell us that he entered Paradise at the moment that he 

“yielded up His spirit.” 
 

• Luke records of two criminals that were crucified next to Jesus, one 
on His left and one on His right.  One of these men joined the crowd 
in ridiculing Jesus, but the other criminal had an interesting 
conversation with Jesus that gives us insight into what is 
happening… 

 
“But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not even fear 
God, seeing you are under the same condemnation? And we indeed 
justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has 
done nothing wrong.’ Then he said to Jesus, ‘Lord, remember me 
when You come into Your kingdom.’ And Jesus said to him, 
‘Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.’” (Luke 
23:40-43) 

 
• Today, you will be with Me in Paradise! 

 
1) Jesus entered Paradise. 
 

• Jesus has passed through the pain and agony and is now entering 
Paradise. 

 
• In the story of the rich man and Lazarus, we are given insight into 

Paradise, in Luke 16. 
 

o The Rabbinic understanding of Paradise was that it was divided 
into two parts, one for the souls of the righteous and the other 
for the souls of the wicked—separated by an impassable gulf. 

 
• I believe that in those three days before His resurrection, Jesus 

entered into Paradise, being seen by righteous and unrighteous, God 
the Father and Satan… 
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• He marched into Paradise and claimed His victory over sin. 
 

• This is what Paul means in Ephesians,  
 

“…‘When He ascended on high, 
He led captivity captive, 
And gave gifts to men.’   
(Now this, ‘He ascended’--what does it mean but that He also first 
descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is 
also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He 
might fill all things.)” (Ephesians 4:8-10)  
 
• Jesus descended into Hades and took the keys of Hades and death. 

 
2) Jesus took the keys of death away from Satan. 

  
Revelation 1:18 
“I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. 
Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.”  

 
• Jesus is marching through Hades and announcing His deity and 

power! 
 
• We see what happened as Jesus entered into Paradise, as Jesus 

entered into Hades… 
 
“Then, behold, the veil of the Temple was torn in two from top to 
bottom…”  (Matthew 27:51) 
 

• A new day has arrived…we are no longer under the curse of the law, 
no longer under the old system…we are free. 

 
3) Jesus opened the way to the presence of God. 

 
• The curtain of separation between us and God has been broken 

down. 
 

• No man could have done this…it is torn from the top to the 
bottom…only God could have done it! 
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• The Holy of Holies is open to all…we have access to the Holy of 
Holies, Jesus. 

 
“Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the 
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, 
through the veil, that is, His flesh, and having a High Priest over the 
house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 
faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our 
bodies washed with pure water.” (Hebrews 10:19-22) 

 
• We can now draw near to God in assurance of faith and in the 

intimacy of a love relationship. 
 
“… and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised.” 
(Matthew 27:52)  
 

• Paradise was opened…and the saints of old were resurrected. 
 
4) Jesus is the First Resurrection. 
 

• This is a picture of a day coming when Christ will come and take us 
all home. 

 
“And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth 
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt.” (Daniel 12:2) 
 

“But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 

those who have fallen asleep.” (1 Corinthians 15:20) 
 
“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in 
Christ will rise first.” (1 Thessalonians 4:16) 
  

• Jesus has triumphed in death. 
 
• Jesus has triumphed during those three days. 
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Verse 54 
 
Satan’s Greatest Triumph or God’s Greatest Victory?  You be the 
judge.   
 

• Jesus can enter into your prison, your Hades, your self-medication, 
and open up a new and living way. 

 
• Give Him access into your life and watch what He will do. 

 
• Come to Christ this Easter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


