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Why Jesus Came 
(Christmas Play 2022) 

• What was the purpose of His coming? Why did He come? 

• When Jesus began His ministry, He opened the scroll in Nazareth to this 
passage and read it. He quoted from Isaiah, written some 700 years 
before. 

• He then said, “this day this scripture is fulfilled.” 

• Jesus was announcing that He was the promised Messiah: He was the 
anointed One, to preach to the poor, etc. 

Jesus Announces the Purpose of His coming: 

Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He has anointed 
Me To preach the gospel (good tidings) to the poor; He has sent Me to heal 
the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives…” (Luke 4:18 NKJV) 

1) To Preach the Gospel/Good Tidings to the Poor 

• Even on the night of His coming, the shepherds were tending their 
flocks and the angels came and said, “I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, unto you is born a Messiah…” 

• Good tidings in the Hebrew means fresh, full, cheerful. 

• Jesus came to bring good tidings of great joy. 

• What are the good tidings of great joy? It is the Gospel! It is the 
news of a new way to believe and live. 

• God loves you, and He loves you so much that He wants to adopt 
you. You can become an eternal heir with Him and live with Him 
forever. 

• You can be adopted into God’s family. I have friends who 
have been adopted. 

• One is Lisa who came out of a biological family in which 
her parents had been drug addicts…she had no one, but a 
loving older family took her in. 



• Jesus came to adopt us into His family…the family of full 
acceptance and love… 

• Jesus came to give you a purpose for living. Jesus said, “I 
came that you might have life and life that is abundant.” 

Jesus said, “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world through Him might be saved.” (John 3:17, NKJV) 

o Who did He preach the good tiding, the Gospel, to? 

o He didn’t preach the good tidings to:  

▪ the Roman Senate, 
▪ the Emperor, Caesar Augustus, 
▪ King Herod. 

• He preached to the meek, the humble, the poor: to the tax collectors, 
fisherman, prostitutes; not many wise, not many noble…for the common 
people. 

Jesus once said, “those that are well don’t need a savior, but the sick.” 

• He came to the poor in spirit; to the poor of heart…to those who recognize 
their need for a Savior. 

Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He has anointed 
Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the 
brokenhearted…” (Luke 4:18, NKJV) 
  

2) Jesus Came to Heal the Brokenhearted 

• So many people today are brokenhearted…their dreams lay in 
shambles…their relationships are devastated. 

• So many today have hearts broken because of sin—sin we’ve done and 
sin that’s been done to us. 

• Sin breaks your heart! 

• Sin leaves in its wake tremendous devastation. Ultimately it will break your 
heart as you experience the consequences of sin. 

• Sin promises so much but delivers so little. 



• Sin doesn’t perform…it is empty; and it promises happiness, but it leaves 
you with sorrow. It promises you love but gives you only lust. How many 
people are promised happiness, but their lives are devastated and torn 
apart by sin.  

• So many times I look at these young people, with the freedoms they have 
today, and my heart breaks.  

o I have watched so many young people over the years with so much 
promise and potential just ripped apart and destroyed by sin…
before they even have time to live. 

o Sin is the Great Imposter! We get deceived by the promises of 
happiness, but it never delivers. 

• The Bible says, “all of us have sinned and have fallen short of the glory of 
God.” 

• Sin is our rebellion from God…it is saying, “God, You go Your way and I’ll 
go mine.” 

o Jesus has come to remove that problem and provide a means to 
forgive you of your sin. The price involved in taking away your sin is 
very costly. It cost Him His life.   

o The Bible says,  

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16 NKJV)  

Jesus Heals the Brokenhearted! 

• Only Jesus can heal our broken heart. 

• When we give our pain to Him, He can begin to heal us. 

• Psalm 34:18 “The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the 
crushed in spirit.” (NIV) 

• Psalm 147:3 “He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their 
wounds.” (NIV) 



Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He has anointed 
Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the 
brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives…” (Luke 4:18 NKJV) 

3) Jesus Came to Proclaim Liberty to the Captives 

• Sin and Satan are evil taskmasters: they entice you with pleasure and 
promise only to get you in the room and stab you in the back. 

• Satan and sin capture us: emotionally, socially, physically, and spiritually. 

• People feel as though they are living in a prison: 

o Emotional trauma: America has more people on drugs than any 
nation of the world. 

o We are depressed. 

o America has more counselors, psychiatrists, and therapists than 
any other nation in the world. 

o The breakup of beautiful relationships: marriages and families 
are destroyed. 

o Physical destruction of our bodies and minds. 

Sin makes us stupid…sin destroys…sin captures us and violates God’s 
commandments and makes us a slave to sin. 

• If we followed God’s commands we wouldn’t need doctors, lawyers, 
a military, but instead we are captured by sin. 

But Jesus came to proclaim liberty!! Jesus proclaimed freedom. 

“Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and 
do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.” (Galatians 5:1 NKJV) 

• Are you truly free? Christ came to set you free! 

• Have you given your life to Christ? 

• He desires that you be free! 

• He came to the earth to set you free. 



• He came to forgive you.  

• He came so that you can start over. 

Humaita Prison in São José dos Campos Brazil was formerly a government 
prison. It is now operated by Prison Fellowship Brazil as an alternative prison, 
without armed guards or high-tech security. Instead, it is run on the Christian 
principles of love of God and respect for men. 

Humaita has only two full-time staff; the rest of the work is done by the 730 
inmates serving time for everything from murder and assault to robbery and drug-
related crimes. Every man is assigned another inmate to whom he is 
accountable. In addition, each prisoner is assigned a volunteer mentor from the 
outside who works with him during his term and after his release. Prisoners take 
classes on character development and are encouraged to participate in 
educational and religious programs. 

The inmates are smiling—the inmates seem to be at peace. They work 
industriously and the walls are decorated with motivational sayings and Scripture. 

Humaita has an astonishing record. Its recidivism rate is four percent, compared 
to seventy-five percent in the rest of Brazil. How is that possible? 

It’s because of the notorious solitary confinement cell. Today, it always houses 
the same inmate. At the end of the long concrete corridor. When you open the 
door, the prisoner is in the cell: a crucifix, a beautiful carving of Jesus hanging on 
the cross. The prisoners say, “He’s doing time for the rest of us.”   

• That cross, carved by loving hands in the Humaita Prison, is a holy 
subversion. 

• It heralds a change more radical than mankind’s most fevered dreams. 

• The word for redemption in the Greek was the word used for freeing a 
Prisoner of War.  

• Jesus has come to be your payment at the cross. He paid your debt for 
sin. 

  
Jesus went to prison and became sin for you and me…Have you given your 
heart to Christ? Have you let Christ pay the payment for your sin? 


