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Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi (Prayer for Peace)

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;

Where there is injury, pardon;

Where there is doubt, faith;

Where there is despair, hope;

Where there is darkness, light;

Where there is sadness, joy.

O divine Master, grant that | may not so much seek
To be consoled as to console,

To be understood as to understand,

To be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive,

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

Joshua Graphic

We will hear “inheritance” forty-nine and the dividing up by lots
twenty-two. They will draw up the land by lots. The Priest would put
the land into a box and the name of the tribe in another and draw
each. This is before we have the filling of the Holy Spirit. This was the
system used. This was how they determined God’s will. They believed
in the sovereignty of God through all of this.

The rest of Joshua 13 speaks of the inheritance of Reuben, Gad, and
the half tribe of Manasseh on the east side of the Jordan.

Chapter 14 onward is the division of the land west of the Jordan
River. We will be finishing out Joshua, looking at the inheritance for
the next ten chapters.

Joshua 14

This morning, | want to talk about Caleb,

Cultivating the Spirit of Caleb



Remember Joshua and Caleb? 45 years before, Moses sent out twelve
spies to assess the land. The spies come back affirming that the
Promised Land, Canaan, is truly a land flowing with milk and honey,
but ten of the twelve spies give a negative report, a Fear-filled Report,
and only Joshua and Caleb give a positive Faith-filled report... We can
surely take this land!

Joshua 14:6-7

¢ While the other tribes depend on Joshua and the priests to allocate
their portion of land, look at Caleb. He demands the promise that
Joshua had made to him. Everyone is drawing lots for their portion of
land. Not Caleb! No lot for him, instead he says, “Here is my receipt
from Moses.”

e |t appears as if Caleb takes over the process, demanding that God
gave him a promise and he is ready to go and get it. What is this
spirit of Caleb?

What the Lord says about Caleb: “...none of those who rejected Me
will see it [Promised Land]. But My servant Caleb, because he has a
different spirit in him and followed Me fully, | will bring into the land
where he went.” (Numbers 14:23-24)

e The Hebrew literally means Urgent Obedience.

e Caleb has a spirit of obedience! Not for tomorrow, but for today, right
now. He is ready to take on the people of Canaan, fight, and win!

¢ And that’s not the normal human spirit. Look at the situation...
Let’s look at the story again from Numbers 13

Numbers 13:28-29

e This is a normal spirit—a spirit of calculation and fear. We can’t take
this land. NO WAY! Just look at the obstacles:

o The people are strong



o The cities are fortified and large, with huge 12-16-foot-thick
walls

o The Giants, the Nephilim, are there

o Are you facing some huge giants in your life? Impossible
situations?

o “Paralysis of Analysis”
e But watch this! Look at the spirit of Caleb—an unshakeable faith!
Numbers 13:30; 14:6-8

Cultivate the Spirit of Caleb:
Urgent Obedience

e The Hebrew word used for “different” is achar, and it means “to tarry,
linger, to remain.”

e Caleb is lingering meditating in the promise of God—God has given
Israel the land.

e (Caleb has urgent obedience, even against what others were saying.

e The first 40 years of his life, he was a slave. He's a Kenizzite, not
even a born Jew. He has everything working against him. No
pedigree. No name. No connections. His name means “dog.” What
was his dad thinking?

e But Caleb has cultivated an unshakeable faith to urgently obey God
and His promises. You can’t develop this faith in a time of crisis—
either it’s been cultivated or it hasn’t.

o David, “a man after God’s own heart,” had cultivated urgent
obedience when he entered the Valley of Elah and faced
Goliath.



o Daniel, it was said, had an “excellent spirit,” and he also had
already cultivated an urgent obedience as he faced persecution
in Nebuchadnezzar’'s and Darius’s courts: he would not
compromise in food and not bow down to the image of gold. He
would not compromise in the decrees to not worship Yahweh.

Let’s turn back to Joshua 14
Joshua 14:8-9

Cultivate the Spirit of Caleb:
Be Wholehearted

e Caleb is so personal and bold: “...wholly followed the Lord my God”

e This is personal for him. God is personal—*My God” Intimacy with
God.

e The word “wholly” means to be filled up with abundance. Caleb is
filled up with God’s presence and power.

e This is the outstanding quality of Caleb and the outstanding quality of
anyone who possesses the promises of God—they are wholly
following Jesus!

e Jesus said the Greatest Commandment is “to love the Lord God with
all of our heart... soul... mind... and strength”

e No compromise! And if they do, they repent! Sheep follow the
shepherd. It's a “following the Lord’s Spirit”

A “Following the Lord’s Spirit!”
o We talk about the fear of God, but what about the follow the Lord!
Jesus wants this above anything else, that’s why He said,

o “Follow Me and I will make you fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19)



o “Take up your cross and follow Me” (Matthew 16:24)
o “Sell all you have and follow Me” (Matthew 19:21)

e Sheep know the voice of the shepherd. They only follow the
shepherd.

Numbers 32:11-12

“Surely none of the men who came up from Egypt, from twenty years
old and above, shall see the land of which | swore to Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, because they have not wholly followed Me, except Caleb
the son of Jephunneh, the Kenizzite, and Joshua the son of Nun, for
they have wholly followed the Lord.” (Numbers 32:11-12)

Do you know the great hymn?

| have Decided to Follow Jesus

| have decided to follow Jesus;
No turning back; no turning back.

If no one joins me, still | will follow;
No turning back; no turning back.

The cross before me, the world behind me;

No turning back, no turning back.

This is Caleb’s Song!!

e Caleb was opposed by everyone except Joshua! Tremendous
pressure, but he will not back down!

e It's hard enough to follow Jesus, but imagine the people of God
opposing you? The ten spies and the nation of Israel opposed Caleb.



To receive the full blessing of God, you will often, over your life, have
to go against popular opinion.

o Ex. David had to go against everyone to get the opportunity to
fight Goliath.

“The fear of man brings a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord
shall be safe.” (Proverbs 29:25)

You will have to go against the opinions of Christians many times!
Many well-meaning Christians can cause your heart to melt. There
are counselors and there are counselors... You have to listen to the

Lord and do what he’s telling you to do.

You will have to hang in there and keep trusting—even with people
who oppose you.

Vs. 10-12a

Cultivate the Spirit of Caleb:
Give Me This Mountain

Imagine waiting 45 years for your inheritance! 45 years!

“Give me this mountain!!” After 45 years, Caleb still hasn’t lost his
focus!

Caleb’s body is in the Wilderness, but his heart is in the Promised
Land, in Canaan.

He has never lost his focus for the mountains of Hebron, and it has
kept him young!

Caleb is 85 years old and is still as strong as he was in his 40s!

Statistics show that The Most Successful years of one’s life are
between 60—70 years old!



e He left school in seventh grade and worked several jobs, often
quitting in anger or getting fired. At the age of 40, he ran a small gas
station and opened a small restaurant in the apartment next to the
station. In 1952, at the age of 62, Colonel Harland Sanders opened
the first Kentucky Fried Chicken, and history was set in motion.

e She quit school at the age of sixteen and worked with a local
dressmaker. She was in her 40s when she started writing, but it
wasn't until she was in her 60s that she wrote Little House in the Big
Woods, and she began to gain a following. Over the next decade,
Laura Ingalls Wilder continued to write the Little House books.

e He was in his 40s when he found his voice as an activist. He was
arrested on numerous occasions and eventually spent 27 years in
prison, where he studied law. After his release from prison, Nelson
Mandela continued speaking out and was elected as his country's
president at the age of 76.

“The Lord spoke” 5 times... Caleb keeps reminding Joshua what
the Lord said to him.

e Sometimes the promises of God take time! God spoke to Liz and me
to plant a church in Colorado Springs in 1989 through a dream, but
we didn’t arrive until 1994. Five years later.

e Our bodies may be on the earth, but our spirit is in the Kingdom of
God. “Seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all
these things will be added unto you.”

e “Those who are planted in the house of the Lord shall
flourish in the courts of our God.” (Psalm 92:13)

o The Hebrew for “flourish” is “always green”

o No sickness, no poverty, no anxiety, no depression in the
house of the Lord

e “He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High
Shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.” (Psalm 91:1)



e Learn to arise and seek the Kingdom: “Arise, shine; for your
light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you!”
(Isaiah 60:1)

Vs. 12b-15

Cultivate the Spirit of Caleb:
Slay the Giants

e The Nephilim—these demonic giants—are his foe. Caleb will not
back down. He knows he can defeat them.

e Receiving All the Inheritance of God Will Mean Fighting “Giants”
In Your Life

e Every person, no matter what kind of background they have, has a
“giant” or two in their lives.

e Whether it is pride or envy or immorality... God wants you to seek
after His inheritance of “righteousness, peace, and joy.”

e Giants in your life: pride, addictions, lust, envy, jealousy...



