
Fierce Intentionality 
 
Announce:   
 
If you are new to The Road and would want to be receiving our 
weekly updates.  Email us at: theroadcs@gmail.com 
 
Baptisms tonight right after the service tonight 
 
Next Saturday, Middle School D Group at the Holt’s home, 8am, 
please RSVP for breakfast 
 
The Road to Easter: 
Seder (Passover Feast) 
Tuesday, March 31st  6:00 - 9:00 PM Chapel Hills Church  
You are encouraged to celebrate as a family! Cost is $10 per adult. 
$5 kids 5-12 yrs. 4 and under are free. All ages welcome. Dinner will 
be provided. RSVP is required.   
 
Good Friday 
Family Service 
Friday, April 3rd 
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 
 
Saturday Night Easter Service April 4th 6:00 pm 
 
Easter on the Prairie - Sunrise Service—bring your own chairs 
and breakfast 
Sunday Morning 6:00 AM at 12520 Condor Rd., Peyton, CO 80831 
 
 
We are in the final week of Jesus’ life and ministry on the earth  
 

• Jesus has an intentionality that the disciples are amazed by 
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• Mark 10:32: Now they were on the road, going up to 

Jerusalem, and Jesus was going before them; and they 
were amazed. And as they followed they were afraid. 

 
• There is an intentionality and fierce burning spirit burning within 

Him  
 

• Jesus has entered Jerusalem and begins His first day ripping 
through the Temple with a weapon—a whip—maybe a whip he 
braided. 

 
• 11:15 So they came to Jerusalem. Then Jesus went into the 

temple and began to drive out those who bought and sold 
in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money 
changers and the seats of those who sold doves.  

 
• He has torn through the Temple with a fierce intentionality and 

anger.  He is furious over what the Jews have done to His 
house!! 

 
• Not exactly the Sunday School Jesus.  Not exactly Mr Rogers 

with a beard.   
 

o This is not exactly the Jesus of our worship songs.  The 
helpless, lovely Jesus.  Vegetarian, pacifist, gentle 
 

o No more harm than a clerk at a Medicinal Marijuana store 
 

o This is not Ghandhi or Buddha…this is Jesus!  
 

• This is a man on a mission—he is acting more like Aragorn 
leading his men to the Black Gate of Mordor to lay siege on 
Sauron’s army 
 

• This is part of the personality of Jesus—fierce intentionality! 
 



• Jesus is not nice in this final week.  He is a Freedom Fighter on 
a quest to set the captives free by sacrificing himself for their 
salvation 

 
• But arrayed against him are the power brokers, the Legalists, 

the defenders of religious bondage 
 

• For the 4th time, Jesus speaks of his torture and death!  But this 
time he uses a metaphor, a parable, but he gets his point 
across clearly 

 
Mark 12:1 
Then He began to speak to them in parables: “A man planted a 
vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a place for the wine vat 
and built a tower. And he leased it to vinedressers and went into 
a far country. 
 

• This is not just any vineyard, but a beautiful, expensive, well 
ordered vineyard—more like a ranch than just a vineyard 

o The vineyard has been planted 
o A hedge has been set up for protection 
o A wine vat and tower built 
o Leased out to servants to keep 

 
Vs. 2 
Now at vintage-time he sent a servant to the vinedressers, that 
he might receive some of the fruit of the vineyard from the 
vinedressers. And they took him and beat him and sent him 
away empty-handed. Again he sent them another servant, and at 
him they threw stones, wounded him in the head, and sent him 
away shamefully treated. And again he sent another, and him 
they killed; and many others, beating some and killing some. 
 

• Jesus is once again, like the fig tree, pronouncing judgment on 
Israel and her religious leaders 
 

• The picture is of the prophets who have come before 
 
Vs. 6 



Therefore still having one son, his beloved, he also sent him to 
them last, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But those 
vinedressers said among themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let 
us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ So they took him 
and killed him and cast him out of the vineyard. 
 

• Jesus veils his identity and his fate with this designation 
 

• The beloved son—Jesus’ self designation is powerful 
 
Vs. 9 
“Therefore what will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come 
and destroy the vinedressers, and give the vineyard to others. 
 

• The kingdom of God will be given to others 
 

• The kingdom of God and the call of God will pass from Israel 
 
 

Have you not even read this Scripture: 
‘The stone which the builders rejected 
Has become the chief cornerstone. 
This was the LORD’s doing, 
And it is marvelous in our eyes’?” 

 
• Jesus is prophesying of a new House He will build.  A House 

not built on legalism but on fierce love 
 

• He will be the cornerstone of a House of Prayer for the Nations 
 

• “I will build My house and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it” 

 
• Jesus is being rejected by Israel but He will build His kingdom 

with a new group of men 
 

• GK Chesterton once wrote of Jesus, “The life of Jesus went as 
swift and straight as a thunderbolt, almost in the manner of a 



military march; certainly in the manner of the quest of a hero 
moving to his achievement or his doom” 

 
Vs. 12 
And they sought to lay hands on Him, but feared the multitude, 
for they knew He had spoken the parable against them. So they 
left Him and went away.  Then they sent to Him some of the 
Pharisees and the Herodians, to catch Him in His words. 
 

• For the second time in just two days, the religious legalists plan 
to take out Jesus 
 

• The Pharisees and Herodians hated each other.  The Pharisees 
hated Rome and their rule and the Herodians cooperated with 
Rome.  It’s amazing what bedfellows we attract when we have 
a common enemy 

 
• The Herodians were materialists, politically savvy, not spiritual at 

all 
 

• But once again, they intend to trap him 
 
When they had come, they said to Him, “Teacher, we know that 
You are true, and care about no one; for You do not regard the 
person of men, but teach the way of God in truth.  
 

• Once again they try to trap him—first using flattery!  Flattery will 
get you everywhere with most people 
 

• We love flattery from people.  Jesus can see through it. 
 
Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?  Shall we pay, or shall 
we not pay?” 
 

• An “or” question.  This is an attempt to entrap him into a reason 
to report him to Caesar and simultaneously turn the people 
against him. If he says “yes” he will lose the favor of the 
people…if he says “no” his enemies will report him to the 
Romans for sedition 



 
But He, knowing their hypocrisy, said to them, “Why do you test 
Me? Bring Me a denarius that I may see it.” So they brought it.  
And He said to them, “Whose image and inscription is this?” 
They said to Him, “Caesar’s.” And Jesus answered and said to 
them, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to 
God the things that are God’s.”  And they marveled at Him. 
 

• Jesus will not be baited into their traps—the Jews saw the image 
of Tiberius Caesar as idolatry 
 

• Jesus refuses to sidelined as part of this group or that group 
 

• Jesus actually affirms the secular state:  the state provides for 
her citizens.  The Romans had built the finest roads and peace.  
Pax Romona. Roman 13 commands us to submit to 
government, to the civil law 

 
o Jesus is saying you owe a debt to both!  Render to both. 

 
o We are to be “salt and light” in the government, in our 

schools, in our jobs. 
 

o Give back to Washington what is Washinton’s, God to 
God   

 
• They are trying to push Jesus into a category.  Guilt by 

association is an easy trump card in public life—labeled as a 
“Right winger, Left winger, Charismatic, Fundamentalist” 

 
• The clerical stooges are baffled—they don’t know what to do with 

Jesus! 
 

• Don’t you see the cunning Jesus? Jesus is cunning.  We don’t 
like to view Him this way but it’s true.  He is a snake with the 
snakes; He is a dove with doves. 

 
o He is keeping the religious authorities off balance 
o He is here to build a revolution and it’s not quite the right 



timing yet 
 

• Now the religious liberals join the parade of fools… 
 
Vs. 18 
Then some Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came 
to Him; and they asked Him, saying: “Teacher, Moses wrote to 
us that if a man’s brother dies, and leaves his wife behind, and 
leaves no children, his brother should take his wife and raise up 
offspring for his brother. Now there were seven brothers. The 
first took a wife; and dying, he left no offspring. And the second 
took her, and he died; nor did he leave any offspring. And the 
third likewise. So the seven had her and left no offspring. Last of 
all the woman died also. Therefore, in the resurrection, when 
they rise, whose wife will she be? For all seven had her as wife.” 
 

• Now you have to wonder about this woman!  Either the FBI or 
FDA should be involved here.  If I was the 7th brother, I don’t 
think I would marry her 
 

• A ridiculous question based from Deut 25.  Whose liver will it 
be…you had a liver transplant.  God has no problem here.  
Here’s what’s ludicrous:  the Sadducees don’t even believe in 
the resurrection 
 

• They are mocking the resurrection. 
 

• All God needs is software.  This is the hardware.  The soul is the 
software.  At the resurrection you will get an upgrade!    

 
Vs. 24 
Jesus answered and said to them, “Are you not therefore 
mistaken, because you do not know the Scriptures nor the 
power of God? For when they rise from the dead, they neither 
marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 
But concerning the dead, that they rise, have you not read in the 
book of Moses, in the burning bush passage, how God spoke to 
him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the 



living. You are therefore greatly mistaken.” 
 

• Resurrection is the raising up of an incorruptible body!  It’s not 
like this life at all 
 

• The Scriptures are the power of God! 
 

• The Scriptures reveal the identity and power of God! 
 

• The Scriptures shows how God’s power works 
 

• You can’t believe the Scriptures and not believe the power of 
God 

 
• “I am the God of Abraham”  Not “I was.”  You are mistaken.  This 

is the living God, alive, not the God of the dead, but for those 
who are alive 

 
• We are a Word and Spirit, wholehearted disciplemaking Jesus 

worshipping, missional Church!  Word-rooted…Spirit 
empowered…Disciple building Church 
 

Then one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning 
together, perceiving that He had answered them well, asked Him, 
“Which is the first commandment of all?”1 
 

• A genuine question.  Was it the moral law?  Ethical law? 
Ceremonial law? 
 

• This scribe seems to be sincere 
 
Vs. 29 
Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments is: ‘Hear, O 
Israel, the LORD our God, the LORD is one.  
 

• This is the Shema.  Recited every day by religious Jews.  God 
our Elohim is One.  Your God is Echod is a compound plural.  

1 The New King James Version. 1982 (Mk 12:28). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
                                                        



 
• The sticking point for Muslims is God is One, but we believe in 

the three persons—God the Father, the Spirit, the Son  
 
And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first 
commandment.  
 

• Out of all of your heart, out of all your soul, out of all your mind, 
out of all your strength 
 

• Upon these hang all the laws and prophets (Matthew) 
 

• Be a wholehearted disciple!   
 

• Augustine said "Love God and do whatever you please: for the 
soul trained in love to God will do nothing to offend the One 
who is Beloved." 

 
• You can’t love God in your power!  you can’t command people 

to love God. We are responders. 
 

• We respond in kind. God doesn’t just command us.  he comes 
to us.  he displays himself to us.  he dies for us.  he carries our 
sins 

 
• “For God so loved the world…” 

 
In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and 
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God 
so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has seen 
God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and 
His love has been perfected in us.2 
 

• Loving God with ALL of our heart—even the dark places, the 
shameful areas.  Taking it all to Jesus and laying it down at the 
cross 

2 The New King James Version. 1982 (1 Jn 4:10–12). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
                                                        



 
• The Word, logos, became flesh.  This is about knowing God.  

This is about knowing Jesus. 
 

• This is a personal relationship with Christ 
 

• This Book is not about just Principles.  It’s about a relationship 
with Jesus 

 
• You must know that you are Beloved! To experience His love! 

 
• Baptism tonight.  Have you opened up your heart to Him.  Are 

you walking in His love 
 
31  And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than 
these.” 
 

• Someone said to me, “I hate myself.”  Why?  Because I’m ugly.  
Well you acdtually love yourself.  If you hated yourself you’d be 
glad you’re ugly 
 

• All of the world would be transformed with these 32 words. 
 

• The most important 32 words in the world! 
 
 
Vs. 32 So the scribe said to Him, “Well said, Teacher. You have 
spoken the truth, for there is one God, and there is no other but 
He. And to love Him with all the heart, with all the understanding, 
with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love one’s 
neighbor as oneself, is more than all the whole burnt offerings 
and sacrifices.” Now when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, 
He said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” 

But after that no one dared question Him. 
 

• Some of you tonight are not far from God 
 

• I wonder if this is the many who came to faith after the 



resurrection 
 


