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Titus 3:12-15, Meeting Other’s Needs,  
11.19.15 Teacher: Christine Hawk 
6 PM  Leaders Prayer 

6:15   Refresh 

6:30   Announcements:   

*God has brought us a long way these past 3 months we’ve been together!  Thank you for your 

prayers, patience and diligence; we have all been on a rapid learning curve!  I and the SHiNE 

team are so thankful for each one of you and have been praying for you. 

Would our SHiNE Leaders and Facilitators please stand.  These are the Ladies who have made 

SHiNE possible, their prayers, “good works”, love and wisdom have been refreshment to you all 

and wind beneath my little, “Hawk” wings.  Would you help me applaud their efforts?! 

------------ 

*On Dec. 2nd We will be coming back together for the last time this year for our Christmas Tea. 

We are very privileged to have our very own Liz and Anna Holt sharing at the Tea, as well as a 

couple of wonderful short skits by our gifted Sharon Fuller!  It will be a beautiful and memorable 

time together, hope to see you there!  

It will be 6:15-8.15PM at the beautiful Cordera clubhouse.  The title of our Christmas Tea is, 

“Daughters of The King”, for all daughters 10 & up. It is free of charge, but please bring a dozen 

of your favorite Christmas cookies or a dessert. 

There are still some seats available and only a couple of tables left to be hosted.  If you are 

wanting to join us please register at the table by the front doors. 

-------------- 

*After the Holidays we will begin the New Year with a new study, “Made To SHiNE”, a biblical 

study on God’s design for women. 
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If you are planning on joining us at SHiNE Jan. 14th please register at the table by the front doors 

as well!  Liz and I are so excited to teach this class as these truths have been a blessing in our 

lives, & it is such a core and needed discussion today! 

6:40 Prayer 

6:45 Testimony Nugget- Pam Doyon  

6:50 Message 

7:30 Worship 

7:50 D Groups- SET TIMMER FOR 8:25 

(NLT) Paul’s Final Remarks and Greetings 
“12 I am planning to send either Artemas or Tychicus to you. As soon as one of them arrives, do 

your best to meet me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to stay there for the winter. 13 Do 

everything you can to help Zenas the lawyer and Apollos with their trip. See that they are given 

everything they need. 14 Our people must learn to do good by meeting the urgent needs of 

others; then they will not be unproductive. 15 Everybody here sends greetings. Please give my 

greetings to the believers—all who love us.  May God’s grace be with you all.” 

(NKJV) Final Messages “12 When I send Artemas to you, or Tychicus, be diligent to come to 

me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. 13 Send Zenas the lawyer and 

Apollos on their journey with haste, that they may lack nothing.14 And let our people also learn to 

maintain good works, to meet urgent needs, that they may not be unfruitful.15 All who are with 

me greet you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen. 

-Do you remember we talked about Grace being our teacher? 
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By the time Paul writes 2 Tim. 4:9 he has decided to send Artemas or Tychicus.  He sends Tychicus 

to Ephesus and Artemas to Crete to replace Titus. 

Paul has asked Titus to come to Nicopolis. 

Nicopolis comes from 2 Greek words. 
The first part comes from the noun νικη (nike), meaning victory: 
 

The noun νικη (nike) means victory (hence the sport brand Nike), and - surprisingly - it only occurs 
once in the New Testament. It's used marvelously in John's first letter, where John writes, "For 
whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world - our 
faith" (1 John 5:4). 

The second part is polis 

Greek noun πολις (polis) means city, which is a large urban center, usually walled, and usually with 
well-defined lands and even satellite villages  

The Greek word πολις (polis) survives in English words such as politics, policy and even police. 

 

Paul wants Titus and Timothy to come and spend the winter with him in a “victory - city”.  Why 
does Paul want them to come and spend 3-4 months with him? 

He wants to spend time with them to be refreshed.  He wants to hear from them personally, 
pray for them, teach them, laugh with them, correct, teach and train them.  He wants to 
cultivate relationship and disciple them.  

Just as we need time to refresh, by spending time with those who would encourage us, so did 
Titus.  And I believe Paul needed to hear from them to be encouraged at what God was doing 
through their lives he had sown so much into. 

Who do you have to help teach, train, rebuke and refresh with?  We all need someone! 

Vs. 13 “Do everything you can to help Zenas the lawyer and Apollos with their trip. See that they 

are given everything they need.”  

http://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/John.html
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-We know nothing about Zenus, other than he is called a lawyer,  it could be that he was saved 
under Apollos’ ministry and had left his profession to help Apollos spread the Good News of 
Christ. 

Who was Apollos?  He is an unsung hero in the New Testament! From Gotquestions.org… 

“Apollos was an evangelist, apologist, church leader, and friend of the apostle Paul. Apollos was a Jew from 
Alexandria, Egypt, described as “eloquent,” “mighty in the Scriptures,” “fervent in the spirit” and “instructed in the 
way of the Lord” (Acts 18:24). In A.D. 54, he traveled to Ephesus, where he taught boldly in the synagogue. 
However, at that time, Apollos’ understanding of the gospel was incomplete, since he was “acquainted only with the 
baptism of John” (Acts 18:25). Aquila and Priscilla, friends of Paul, spent some time with Apollos and filled in the 
gaps in his understanding of Jesus Christ (Acts 18:26). Apollos, now armed with the complete message, 
immediately began a preaching ministry and was used of God as an effective apologist for the gospel (Acts 18:28). 
 
Apollos traveled through Achaia and eventually found his way to Corinth (Acts 19:1), where he “watered” where Paul 
had “sown” (1 Corinthians 3:6). This is important to remember when studying the first Epistle to Corinth. Apollos, 
with his natural gifts, had attracted a following among the church in Corinth, but simple admiration was growing into 
divisiveness. Against Apollos’ wishes, there was a faction in Corinth that claimed him as their spiritual mentor, to the 
exclusion of Paul and Peter. Paul deals with this partisanship in 1 Corinthians 1:12-13. Christ is not divided, and 
neither should we be. We cannot love personality over truth. 
 
The last mention of Apollos in the Bible comes in Paul’s letter to Titus: “Do everything you can to help Zenas the 
lawyer and Apollos on their way and see that they have everything they need” (Titus 3:13). Obviously, Apollos was 
on his way through Crete (where Titus was) at this time. And, just as obviously, Paul still considered Apollos to be a 
valuable co-laborer and friend. 
 
***In summary, Apollos was a man of letters with a zeal for the Lord and a talent for preaching. He labored in the 
Lord’s work, aiding the ministry of the apostles and faithfully building up the church. His life should encourage each 
of us to “grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord” (2 Peter 3:18) and to use our God-given gifts to promote 
truth.” 

-Titus 3:8 says, to teach the Gospel so all who hear will do good works… 

Paul is telling them to do good to Zenas and Apollos , helping them in whatever they may 
need.  A place to stay, food, supplies or help with ministery. 

Paul’s concern turns into action by writing a letter, imploring them to learn to take care of the 
urgent needs of others. 

-Paul is not only talking to Titus & the Christians in Crete, but also to you and me. 

-What does Paul mean when he says we are to be devoted to doing good?  He as repeated it 
over and over in this letter to Titus. “To do good is to live as though Christian doctrine is really 
true & really helpful”. 

-Do you really believe God created you and that your life belongs to Him? 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2018.24
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2018.25
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2018.26
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2018.28
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2019.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%203.6
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%201.12-13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus%203.13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%203.18
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If you do, then you will live as though one day you will give an account to Him. 

-In the final analysis Paul knows we are accountable to God alone, not pastor, father, mother, 
husband or wife.  What we do, whether sin or righteousness, we do as unto the Lord. 

-When we live as though Christian doctrine is really good and really true, then we will fulfill 
Titus 2:1- 10 through our daily lives. 

Do you remember what Paul taught us sound doctrine is in these verses?   

These Qualities make for Strong Homes, Churches & Communities: 

1. Teach what makes for sound doctrine. 

2. Older Men- be sober, reverent, temperate, sound in faith, in love, in patience;  

3. Older women - be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not given to much wine, teachers of good 

things & admonish the young women. 

4. Young women- love your husbands & children, be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to 

your own husbands, that the word of God may not be blasphemed. (maligned or looked down on) 

5. Young men- be sober-minded, 7 in all things showing yourself to be a pattern of good works; in 

doctrine showing integrity, reverence, incorruptibility,[a] 8 sound speech that cannot be condemned, 

that one who is an opponent may be ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you.[b] 

6. Bondservants (a person bound in service without wages. I am a bond servant of God.)- be obedient to 

your own masters, be well pleasing in all things, not answering back, 10 not pilfering, but showing 

all good fidelity, to adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things. 

 

-If our doctrine doesn’t lead to godly living, then what does it lead to?  Selfishness, sin, passivity, 

or worst of all, Religion… man’s efforts to save himself, without repenting of his sins and trusting 

the Lord daily for the work of grace in his life. - Grace that teaches them how to be conformed 

into the image of Christ in an intimate relationship with God.   

What is your doctrine leading to?  If it’s not godly living, then ask the Holy Spirit to expose any 

false doctrines, which are lies, and replace them with His life giving truth that does lead to a 

transformed life where you are free to live in a Christ like manner. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Titus%202&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-29916a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Titus%202&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-29917b
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-When someone does good to you, how does it make you feel? 

-See if any of these words describe how you might feel when someone is gracious toward you or does 

good to you in some way: favored, loved, helped, pardoned, thanked; esteemed, regarded.  Do 

you feel good will, gratitude, pleased, agreeable? 

Did you know all these describe grace? 

 

Grace (n.)  
God's unmerited favor, love,  help, pardon, divine grace, mercy; favor, thanks; elegance, virtue, esteem, 
regard; pleasing quality, good will, gratitude, pleasing, agreeable;  

suffixed form of root "to favor" (cognates[= (of a word) having the same linguistic derivation as another; 
from the same original word or root]: sings, praises, announces, celebrates).  
A title of honor. 

grace (v.)  

To thank, give thanks to; praise, show mercy, favor, virtue, to show favor, to lend or add grace to something. 

Did you know the root word for thankful and grateful is grace? 

And the key to a thankful, grateful heart is trust.  Trusting God is, that He is good and that He 

loves you! 

-Embracing how God thinks of and helps us, will give us a thankful, grateful heart and shows us 

how we can do Good works towards others that will help them feel God’s grace toward them? 

This is what God is conveying through Paul to Titus and the believers in Crete.   

-God is doing good to us, and He wants us to model after Him to do good too, so people’s 

hearts are warmed, and lives valued. 

-Have you ever thought of it this way, “We sow what we receive”? 

-If we receive grace, we will be a grateful people and share grace with others.  It’s a beautiful 
cycle. 

-If we receive condemnation we give condemnation, it is a destructive cycle.   

-Are we receiving the truth of grace or the lie of condemnation?   

In an article by Rosemarie Demello, who is A Life Transformational Coach 

http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=Grace&allowed_in_frame=0
http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=grace&allowed_in_frame=0
http://www.etymonline.com/index.php
http://dictionary.reference.com/search?q=Grace
http://dictionary.reference.com/search?q=grace
http://dictionary.reference.com/search?q=grace
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Asks, “Can the heartfelt practice of gratitude be used as an effective and powerful coaching tool?  (Grace is 
teaching us).  Can our feelings, behavior and general states of well-being be altered by feeling grateful? 

Rosemarie says, ”These questions ignited my curiosity and snow-balled my intention to present my research 
paper on the power of gratitude. Since 2000, positive psychology has been interested in gratitude and the 
impact it can have on one’s life. By taking the time to notice what is good in your life, you tell your brain what is 
important to attend to and remember. Often the things that we appreciate in life can be overlooked on a day-to-
day basis. 

***Part of the article talks about:  “The Science of Gratitude 

Martin Seligman, a researcher and teacher at the University of Pennsylvania, is considered the father of 
positive psychology. He developed an inventory, the VIA (which stands for Values In Action) Survey of 
Character Strengths, which allows individuals to explore character traits and rate their personal strengths and 
aspects of happiness. He noticed that when an individual had an insufficient appreciation of good events, and 
an overemphasis of bad or unfortunate experiences, it greatly undermined their serenity, contentment and 
satisfaction with life. 

Gratitude and Human Physiology 

To fully understand why gratitude has such positive effects on human states of well being it is helpful to 
understand how the feeling of gratitude and the thinking of grateful intentions, thoughts and words impacts our 
physiology, brain chemistry and patterns. In the book, Train Your Brain to Get Happy, authors Aubele, Wenck, 
and Reynolds note that every thought we have produces chemicals in the brain. When we have negative 
thoughts, these chemicals slow the brain, reduce our brain’s productivity, and can lead to depression. On the 
other hand, the brain chemicals produced by positive thoughts “… create a sense of well-being which helps 
your brain function at peak capacity” (2011, p. 70).” 

 

-May we be thankful that God’s grace is imparted by the Holy Spirit, teaching us the nature 
and attributes of God himself.  We are created in His image and likeness, so invite the 
grace/Holy Spirit of God to be with you, teach, & lead you.  

-Are you asking God to help you help others?   

Helping others may be as simple as encouraging another with a word of praise or a smile, 
being patient, helping someone get their groceries out of the cart or something off the top 
shelf at the store.  A lifestyle of good deeds begins at home doesn’t it!?  By helping those in 
your own home, whether it be your husband, children, siblings, parents or neighbors by shovel 
snow, doing yard work, taking a meal to a new mom, visiting someone in the hospital, 
understanding where they are coming from or writing a note of encouragement.   

What are urgent needs?  It might be praying for a family member or friend who is struggling, 
letting someone stay with you and feeding them some good food, helping them pay a bill, or 
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give them a job so they can.  It could be to teach them a skill or support another as they take 
the Gospel to those who have not heard it. 

-Wed. morning I was asking God to make me aware of any urgent needs people may have.  

* Did you know there is a slight hill in the Nevada Costco parking lot?  I had never noticed 
either!  But Wed. AM I noticed!  

You see, in the Costco parking lot, while finishing up a call with my daughter, the man in front 
of me and over a space couldn’t get his car started.  I asked if he need a jump and he said it’s 
the fuel line.  If he waits 20 min. it may start or if he push starts it.  So I offered to pop the 
clutch if he thought he could push it down the small hill in the parking lot.  He did, I did & it did 
start!  We high fived, I said God bless you and we were both on our way. 

 

Paul says, “follow me as I follow Christ” in 1 Cor. 11:1  

In these verses Paul is giving us an example of doing good to others, encouraging other to be 
about helping others in need, mentoring and discipling to extend God’s Kingdom in a 
victorious way in people’s lives.  I think that’s one reason Paul asked Titus to join him in 
Nicopolis, a city of VICTORY.  Are we calling people to join us in the challenges of life so we can 
see the victories God will bring? 

Vs. 15 15 Everybody here sends greetings. Please give my greetings to the believers—all who love 

us. May God’s grace be with you all.” 

-Obviously Paul is not alone, as he says “we”. 

Just as Paul is not alone in ministry, so he expects Titus to have leaders he is working together 
with in Crete. 

-Paul’s final greeting in all 13 of his letters all end with, God’s grace being with you in some 
way. 

-I think Paul knows we can do non of what he has written if we don’t trust God for His grace! 

-People who believe they can go it alone without other believers with just the Bible and God 
are not living out true doctrine.  They are leaving out the Body of Christ from which they need 
nourishment and to which they need to give nourishment for true Christian living. 
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Next week we celebrate Thanksgiving, remember that GRACE is the root word for grateful and 
thankful.  May God’s Grace minister to you and teach you good works. 

***Can you imagine being the Pilgrim’s on the Mayflower?  The stark conditions, yet they 
were thankful!   

1 Thes. 5:18 “ be giving-thanks in everything. For this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

God knew that in giving thanks it triggers hope, strength, connectedness and joy in our lives no 

matter the circumstances! 

 

Read “Five Grains of Corn”, by Bliss Forbush  

*We will have this on the SHiNE website if anyone one wants to access it.  

* Also on the Refresh table is the Thanksgiving Proclamation by Abraham Lincoln for your 
pleasure, this too will be on the website.) 

 

Pray:  Lord, thank you for your abundant grace towards us and the many blessings and good 
works you have, do and will demonstrate to us! 

Thank you for the good works the Pilgrim’s did in obeying you, sacrificing their lives for 
freedom in Christ and not turning back from that which You called them. 

Would you please help each one of us have the courage to stand for Your Truth and sacrifice 
our lives for those of our own households, families, friends, foes and neighbors?  Please help 
us be sensitive to the good deeds you are calling us to in our homes and communities this 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year? 

You give us opportunities every day; we need your grace to do what You have for us, as we 
cannot meet all the needs, we do desire to meet the ones you have for us to meet! 

Out of a grateful heart we give thanks to you Lord, may we be taught from your model of 
goodness and grace! 
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