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Come and See: The Opening of the Seven Seals Part I

Rev. 6:1-8

• Revelation is the only book of the Bible that promises a blessing to 
those who study and read it.

• A divinely inspired outline of the book:  

Revelation 1:19
Write the things which you have seen, and the things which 
are, and the things which will take place after this. 

o Ch 1…”has seen,” a great vision of Jesus

o Ch 2-3…”which are,” the 7 churches of Asia Minor

o Ch 4 onward…”which will take place,” the future

Two Profound Prophetic Passages

Two passages that you really need as a backdrop to Revelation 6 that 
I would encourage you to study: Matt. 24 and Daniel 9.

Matthew 24, four disciples come to Christ and ask him about His second 
coming:  a confidential briefing of His Second Coming.

Matthew 24:3-8
Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him 
privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be 
the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?”
4 And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one 
deceives you. 5 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the 
Christ,’ and will deceive many. 6 And you will hear of wars and rumors 
of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come 
to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, 
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and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the beginning of 
sorrows.  

• There have been false messiahs in the past, but nothing like the one 
that is to come.

• There have been wars, but nothing like the wars that will come.

• Famines, earthquakes and hurricanes will increase.

• But this is just the beginning, then look at vs. 15.

• The most Climactic scenes will be vs. 15:  Speaks of a day 
coming when the Antichrist will enter the Holy of Holies in a rebuilt 
Temple.

Matthew 24:15
“Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken of 
by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let 
him understand)

This points to one the most prophetic passages of the Bible:   
Daniel 9:24-27

• Gabriel visited Daniel and it is very complex, based on the Solar 
Calendar of that time.

• 70 weeks of years, of which 69 are covered here…

Daniel 9:24  
“Seventy weeks are determined
For your people and for your holy city,
To finish the transgression,
To make an end of sins,
To make reconciliation for iniquity,
To bring in everlasting righteousness,
To seal up vision and prophecy,
And to anoint the Most Holy.”
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• This is the scope of the prophecy, this is yet to be completed.

• “To bring an end to sin;” “To bring in everlasting righteousness” 
hasn’t happened yet.

Daniel 9:25 
“Know therefore and understand,
That from the going forth of the command
To restore and build Jerusalem
Until Messiah the Prince,
There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks;
The street shall be built again, and the wall,
Even in troublesome times.”
  

• This verse covers the 69 weeks to the time of the Messiah.
 
• Jesus was presented as king fulfilling Zech. 9:9, the very day 

mathematically for the Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem the 69 
weeks are covered.

• 7+62 = 69 weeks of years

• Jesus was presented as king prearranged by Him (Zech. 9:9) in the 
very day he entered the city as king.

 
• Solar calendar: Take the 360 lunar solar years and multiply them by 

7 to get a week and you take 69 of those, it comes to exact number 
of day from Arterxes to the day we call the Triumphal Entry.

• Three centuries before Christ was born!  Most amazing prophecy in 
the Bible.

Daniel 9:26   
“And after the sixty-two weeks
Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself;
And the people of the prince who is to come
Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.
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The end of it shall be with a flood,
And till the end of the war desolations are determined.

• Jesus was crucified and the city was destroyed 38 years later under 
Titus Espasion.

• So 69 weeks have occurred.

• But what about the 70th week?

Daniel 9:27   
Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week;
But in the middle of the week
He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering.
And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate,
Even until the consummation, which is determined,
Is poured out on the desolate.”

• This is “the 70th week of Daniel.”

• “he” will be the world leader, the Antichrist.

• This “one week” will be the final 7 years, the tribulation period.

• There will be a “covenant” during this time that will bring peace.

• 33 titles in the OT and 13 in the NT for the Antichrist.

• This is the Abomination of Desolation spoken of by Daniel and in 
Revelation.

Rev. 6-19 is an expansion is what is going to go on during this 7 year 
period.
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So, now we are moving into Rev. 6.

The Lamb of God is now beginning to take possession of what He has 
purchased at the cross.  He is coming to take possession of the earth from 
Satan.

14 action packed chapters are coming!!

• God’s judgment will be poured out during this time. Remember God 
measures time morally, and the immorality of the earth will have 
reached its peak.

• We are looking at 7 seals that are opened, and then 7 trumpets, and 
then 7 bowls of wrath are poured out.  Are they all the same thing?  I 
don’t think so, and there seems to be a sequence.

• We see the completion of the wrath of God in 15:1.

• Lev 26…God uses His wrath to bring repentance:  don’t be 
deceived…Matt 24 and Luke 13 don’t be led astray by these wars 
and rumors of wars.

• These are just “birth pangs” not the end.

o I don’t believe the Great Tribulation begins until chapter 8.  
Chapters 6 and 7 are what Jesus said are “the beginnings of 
sorrows.”

o Ex.  Braxton Hicks contractions are just the beginnings of birth 
pangs.

o Today, we have the restrained version of the final days.

o The Holy Spirit is restraining the evil of this earth right now.

o Finally the wrath of God will be amalgamated into one person, 
the Antichrist.
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Rev. 6:1
Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard one of 
the four living creatures saying with a voice like thunder, “Come and 
see.”

• ‘Come’ means to proceed and “see.” It means to release someone to 
come forth.

• Famous 4 Horseman of the Apocalypse

• Horses most often symbolize judgment in the Bible:  2 Kings 6; 
Jeremiah 46; Joel 2; Nahum 3; and Zechariah 1 and 6.

Rev. 6:2
And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; 
and a crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to 
conquer.

• Now many people think that because the rider is riding on a white 
horse that this is Jesus riding, but it is not.

• In chapter 19, Jesus does show up riding on a white horse, but there 
are many major differences.

• This guy is riding with 3 buddies, 3 bad guys: war, desolation, and 
death, and this is not Jesus Christ.

• Most importantly he is carrying a “bow,” the traditional symbol of 
Nimrod, the first world dictator from the Tower of Babel.

• Conquering but not by military might, but through a covenant of 
peace

• He resembles Christ, he is the “Anti…Messiah” not “against”, but 
“like” or “instead of.” 

• New Agers are looking for this. The Jews, the Muslims are looking 
for this guy.

© Steve Holt | TheRoad.org �7

http://TheRoad.org


o On a white horse, he will be a man of peace, a deceiver.

o And the earth will be given over to this man. The Restrainer 
will be lifted and the earth will have its lust.

o The earth will have about 38 minutes to know that they have 
gotten what they want, which is about the time it takes for a 
Russian ICBM to be launched and go across the North Pole 
and hit America.

• The world will be clammering for a world leader who can bring peace 
on the earth.

• The “bow” mentioned here is the same as in Gen. 9 with a rainbow 
after the flood, a token for a covenant.  Same word for bowing.

• The Antichrist (Dan 9:27) will be enforcing a “covenant” and I wonder 
if the peace treaty will be a promise of a peacemaker.

• This guy will be accepted by the Jews and the Muslims as a savior 
of the world…a great peacemaker.

• But he will be a “false Christ, false messiah,” a deceiver,

• Matthew 24:4-5
And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed that no one 
deceives you. 5 For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am t
he Christ,' and will deceive many. 

• This will be a global World Leader that is coming:

o The process is already in place.

o We now have a military that must pledge allegiance to an 
International Army they never signed up to defend.
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o They are talking about a global tax…whatever government you 
pay tax to you will have an allegiance.

o Europe now has its own currency.

o It might be that the rapture will be causative…that so many 
people will be gone that a global tax will be needed to keep the 
earth running?  It might set the stage.

o The world will give him this power.

Rev. 6:3-4
When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature 
saying, “Come and see.” 4 Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it 
was granted to the one who sat on it to take peace from the earth, and 
that people should kill one another; and there was given to him a 
great sword.

• Red is always symbolic of war and violence.

• The Restraint of the Holy Spirit is lifted.

• 2 Thessalonians 2:5-7
Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these 
things? 6 And now you know what is restraining, that he may be 
revealed in his own time. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already 
at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of 
the way. 

• God’s wrath let loose!

• Ex. Can you imagine?  The United States has a “five earth arsenal” 
and the Soviets have a “four earth arsenal” which means we can 
blow up the earth five times over!  Meaning if we don’t get it blown 
up the first time, we have four more chances to do it.

• This will eventually get released.
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• Ex.  They say that if we took one year’s military spending for just one 
year, we could feed the entire earth for 100 years!

• Why is everyone starving?  Man has no idea how to govern itself.

• Ex.  In the Holocaust Museum in Israel, you can see the 
photographs of the 6 million Jews brutally slaughtered.  That all 
happened under the Restrainer…it is still happening in Rwanda!  
Over a million being slaughtered.

• Over a billion babies aborted worldwide in the last 30 years; 50 
million in the U.S. under the restraining.

• The restraining will be lifted!

Rev. 6:5-6
When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, 
“Come and see.” So I looked, and behold, a black horse, and he who 
sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand. 6 And I heard a voice in the 
midst of the four living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a 
denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm 
the oil and the wine.”

• Black is always a picture of famine in the Bible.

• Measure is about 2 pints, a full days of work.

• A full day’s wage to feed one person…this is about famine and 
controlled rationing.

• The oil and the wine…the rich will still have all that they need.

• You will be spending around $150 a day for a loaf of bread!

• The necessities are rationed and the world economy will be under 
the control of this man.

• Romans 13 says that he will have worldwide economic control.
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• This will be the beginning of great sickness because of malnutrition.

Rev. 6:7-8
When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living 
creature saying, “Come and see.” 8 So I looked, and behold, a pale 
horse. And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades 
followed with him. And power was given to them over a fourth of the 
earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of 
the earth.

• Pale, the Greek is “chloros” from which we get the world chlorine, 
meaning a ghastly green, sickly.

• One fourth of the world dead:  All of those in South America dead…
all of Canada dead…all of Central America dead…all of Africa dead.

• This is why we should be excited what we read in Rev. 5:9.

• Revelation 5:9
And they sang a new song, saying: 
"You are worthy to take the scroll,
And to open its seals;
For You were slain,
And have redeemed us to God by Your blood 
Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 

• Share your faith with others…don’t look for the Antichrist, look for 
Jesus.

• Tell others now!

• Luke 21:28
“Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your 
heads, because your redemption draws near." 

• When we see the beginnings of birth pangs, look to Jesus, tell others 
about Christ…this is our watch.
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• Hades, sheol, the abode of the dead, geocentric, the center of the 
earth

o Hades is a holding place…not hell, not the final place.

o Hades claims the soul!

• “beasts” a ferocious creature, could also be a virus and very small.

o As our food supply crumbles, so will people’s defense and 
antibodies and thus diseases will take over like cholera, HIV, 
and tuberculosis, etc.

o Ex.  After World War I, the conditions were so bad that more 
people died of influenza and typhoid that died in the war.

o Romans 1 says that God will give us over to our passions.

• The world will demand the Antichrist and He will give them over to 
his power.

• This is the natural result of all that man is pursuing.

• These are all mentioned in Matt 24 as the beginning of Birth pangs…
this is just the beginning of what God is going to do in these 7 years.

• Jeremiah 30:7
Alas! For that day is great,
So that none is like it;
And it is the time of Jacob's trouble,
But he shall be saved out of it. 

I believe that God will use this to humble Israel and they will call out 
to Him.

• Hosea 5:15
“I will return again to My place 
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Till they acknowledge their offense.
Then they will seek My face;
In their affliction they will earnestly seek Me."

 
• This implies that he has left (the first time), “I will return to My place.”

• This will be a day when Israel recognizes her rejection of Christ and 
they will call out for Him to help them

Come to Jesus:

John 10:10
The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I 
have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more 
abundantly. NKJV

• Your hope is not this earth.

• Your hope is not to dig in, buy a gun and live in the mountains.

• You will not be able to survive anywhere when God comes.

• Come to Jesus!!

• We are seeing the beginnings of birth pangs … they are 
increasing in number, in intensity, like never before!

Israel is back in the land, Jerusalem is unified, the New Babylon is 
arising.
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