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The Cosmic Battle 

Prayer:  We love this time of year, Lord, you’re coming, that you have come 
to set the captures free, to heal the brokenhearted … we are full of 
gratitude to you … 

Rev 12:1-6 
Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, 
with the moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve 
stars. 2 Then being with child, she cried out in labor and in pain to 
give birth. 
3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red 
dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his 
heads. 4 His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to 
the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to 
give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was born. 5 She bore a 
male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her 
Child was caught up to God and His throne. 6 Then the woman fled 
into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that they 
should feed her there one thousand two hundred and sixty days. 

• John is granted two “signs,” first time used in Revelation that 
the word, “signs,” is used. 

• It means a warning. 

• The first thing he sees is this woman in travail … screaming in 
pain to give birth. 

o Ex.  I have witnessed this seven times; I am so glad God 
has chosen the woman to do this. If this was me, I would do 
it different. My wife does this stuff naturally. Man, I would 
take the drugs all the way! Have you been on that ward? It’s 
like a deliverance ministry, people screaming … 

o Think of this impression on John … a woman in transition. 
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• He sees a second sign, this great red dragon, positioning itself in 
front of the woman to wait for the baby to be born so that he can 
devour this child! 

• This child will shepherd the nations. 

What is this “sign?” This is a picture of spiritual warfare at the coming and 
life of Jesus. 

• Four key characters:   

1. the child 
2. the dragon 
3. the stars 
4. the woman 

Who are these players?  What is their identity? 

1) The child is Jesus. 

• See Vs. 5: He is the only one who fits the prescription and description. 

Vs. 5  She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of 
iron. And her Child was caught up to God and His throne.  

• Ps. 2 says the Messiah will rule the world with a rod of iron. 

• Revelation 19:15 
Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should 
strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. 
He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of 
Almighty God. NKJV 

• Who or what is the dragon? 

The Dragon is Satan 

• 7 heads and 10 horns will be so identified throughout the rest of 
Revelation. 
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• Rev 13:1; 17:3…These 7 heads and 10 horns is common imagery 
throughout. 

Vs. 7 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought 
with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, 8 but they did 
not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. 9 So 
the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and 
Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and 
his angels were cast out with him. 

  
• Very clear 

The stars are demons, fallen angels. 

• And his angels were cast out. 

• These stars are his demons, fallen angels. 

• Fallen angels are often described as stars: vs. 4; Rev. 9:1; Job and 
Proverbs, and Isaiah 14. 

• One-third of the angelic hosts in rebellion were cast out of heaven. 
Angels have personalities and are demon spirits on earth. 

Satan and his demons (one-third of the angels in heaven) are cast down to 
the earth, but before that Satan was The Worship Leader in heaven. 

• Ezekiel 28:12-14 
"Son of man, take up a lamentation for the king of Tyre, and say to 
him, 'Thus says the Lord GOD:  
"You were the seal of perfection, 
Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.  
You were in Eden, the garden of God; 

• Satan is unfallen here! 

• God could rest on the 7th day because there was no rebellion yet. 

Every precious stone was your covering: 
The sardius, topaz, and diamond, 
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Beryl, onyx, and jasper, 
Sapphire, turquoise, and emerald with gold. 
The workmanship of your timbrels and pipes 
Was prepared for you on the day you were created.  

o He was a worship leader in heaven. 

o This is why Satan understands the power of music. 

o He led worship in heaven. 

o Karl Marx said, “if you give me the poetry, art, and music of a 
nation I will control them.” 

14 "You were the anointed cherub who covers; 
I established you; 
You were on the holy mountain of God; 
You walked back and forth in the midst of fiery stones.  

Verses 15-16 
15 You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created, 
Till iniquity was found in you.  
16 "By the abundance of your trading  
You became filled with violence within, 
And you sinned; 
Therefore I cast you as a profane thing  
Out of the mountain of God; 
And I destroyed you, O covering cherub, 
From the midst of the fiery stones.  

• Now we see the 5 “I wills” in Isaiah 14, now we have God’s “I wills” 
against Satan 

• Isaiah 14:12-14 
"How you are fallen from heaven, 
O Lucifer, son of the morning! 
How you are cut down to the ground, 
You who weakened the nations!  
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For you have said in your heart:  
I will ascend into heaven, 
I will exalt my throne above the stars of God;  
I will also sit on the mount of the congregation  
On the farthest sides of the north;  
I will ascend above the heights of the clouds,  
I will be like the Most High.'  

Ezekiel 28:17-18 
"Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; 
You corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor; 
I cast you to the ground, 
I laid you before kings, 
That they might gaze at you.  
18 "You defiled your sanctuaries  
By the multitude of your iniquities, 
By the iniquity of your trading; 
Therefore I brought fire from your midst; 
It devoured you, 
And I turned you to ashes upon the earth  
In the sight of all who saw you.  

• He was envious of God; pride was found in his heart. 

• Maybe he was envious of the position of man. 

• He went after man because we are the “apple of his eye.” 

• Satan hates man, because we are created in the image of God. 

• He tempted man with the very thing he was tempted by: YOU CAN 
BE LIKE GOD! 

• That is always the beginning of all sin: independence from God. 

• Lucifer led one-third of the angels of heaven and they became 
demons. 

 

© Steve Holt | TheRoad.org �6

http://TheRoad.org


But who is the woman in our passage? 

• Some say the woman is the church 

o But she can’t be the church, because the woman gives birth to 
the child, and the church did not birth Jesus, Jesus birthed the 
church. 

o The church is not pregnant with anyone because Paul said he 
wanted to present the church as a “chaste virgin.” 

• Some say it is Mary 

o In one sense, it’s Mary as a foreshadowing of the work to be 
done by the Messiah Jesus, but I believe the meaning is much 
deeper and significant for the End Times Tribulation period. 

o The most important imagery is Vs 1. 

1 Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the 
sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of 
twelve stars.  

• The Bible is the best commentary of the Bible. 

• Genesis 37:5-11 
Now Joseph had a dream, and he told it to his brothers; and they 
hated him even more. 6 So he said to them, "Please hear this 
dream which I have dreamed: 7 There we were, binding sheaves in 
the field. Then behold, my sheaf arose and also stood upright; and 
indeed your sheaves stood all around and bowed down to my 
sheaf." 8 And his brothers said to him, "Shall you indeed reign over 
us? Or shall you indeed have dominion over us?" So they hated 
him even more for his dreams and for his words.  

9 Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, 
and said, "Look, I have dreamed another dream. And this time, the 
sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed down to me."… 
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• Note the sun, moon, and stars, in the imagery, Joseph is one of the 
stars, thus making it 12 stars. 

The Woman in Rev. 12 is the nation of Israel and the 12 stars are the 12 
tribes. 

• Genesis 3:15  
And I will put enmity  
Between you and the woman, 
And between your seed and her Seed;  
He (literally “it”) shall bruise your head, 
And you shall bruise His heel."  
NKJV 

• The seed is singular—very confusing! “her seed”? This is weird 
because the seed of man is always the case, but this speaks of “her 
seed.” 

• This is the only place in the Bible where we hear about the “seed of a 
woman.” In all other places it is the seed of a man: even the rabbi’s of 
Israel don’t understand this. Seed of Abraham, Jacob…it is the man 
that plants the seed. 

• The battle lines are drawn: The seed of the woman (the virgin birth of 
the Messiah) will “crush” Satan!  Yes, bruised by Satan but crushed by 
the seed of the woman—Christ. 

o Yet this woman is “clothed with the sun, the moon, the 12 stars. 

▪ through her womb shall come forth Abraham 
▪ the Nation of Israel 
▪ which will provide the tribe of Judah 
▪ which will provide the Messiah 
▪ Romans 11 is clear that God is not done with Israel and 

He has a great revival that will be birthed from this nation 
in the last days. 

• Our passage speaks of Satan being positioned to devour the Messiah 
… he understands the prophecy. 
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• We see the demons trying to pollute the blood line of the Kinsman 
Redeemer, causing God to bring a flood. 

• Satan has been trying to stamp out the seed of Jesus from the 
beginning.  He has gone after the Jews, the Messianic Line—
always waiting to devour her seed: 

o Satan knows the prophecies and has been on the hunt ever 
since to snuff out the line, snuff out the “seed of the woman.” 

o Just before the flood, demonic spirits, “sons of god,” are mating 
with humans—again trying to pollute the human race. 

• He is always planning to destroy the seed, the line of Israel, to 
slaugher the line for the Messiah. 

o Satan empowering Pharaoh to slaughter the Jewish male 
children at the time of Moses, the one spared. 

o Ahab and Jezebel had all of the royal seed slaughtered and it 
was down to one daughter—Joash was hid away, the whole 
plan of God through this boy. 

o We have Esther and Haman trying to wipe out the whole nation. 

o Herod going to Bethlehem to slaughter all the male children 
hoping to kill the Messiah that had been born. 

• Matthew 2:13  
Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to Joseph in a dream, saying, "Arise, take the young Child and His 
mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod 
will seek the young Child to destroy Him." NKJV 

• Then Herod slays all the male children 2 years and under! 

• Who’s behind all of this? Our passage tells us that it is Satan! 

o The Pharisees wanting to kill Jesus. 
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o Titus Espacion destroying Jerusalem in 70 AD. 

o Hitler and his slaughter of the Jews 

o No other nation has been under such demonic attack. 

o Anti-semitism is Satanic! 

• Satan always trying to stamp out the seed. 

• Satan thought he won at the cross. 

• Psalms 22:12-16 
Many bulls have surrounded Me;  
Strong bulls of Bashan have encircled Me. 
13 They gape at Me with their mouths, 
Like a raging and roaring lion.  
14 I am poured out like water, 
And all My bones are out of joint;  
My heart is like wax; 
It has melted within Me.  
15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd, 
And My tongue clings to My jaws;  
You have brought Me to the dust of death.  
16 For dogs have surrounded Me;  
The congregation of the wicked has enclosed Me.  
They pierced My hands and My feet; 

  
• These demons laughing in derision at Jesus on the cross. 

• That’s Friday…but Sunday’s a comin’. 

• And Jesus arose! 

• And Satan knows that He is coming back. 

And Satan is after you and me!  Two reasons:  We are created in the 
image of God, and we now have the Spirit of God living within us. 

Ex.  Remember what you said as a kid: My dad can whoop your dad. 
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Guess what?  Our Dad can whoop their dad. 

Next Week: HOW we conquer Satan and demons in our life! 
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