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Mystery Babylon Destroyed  

Last Days Review: 

• We have been raptured out of the turmoil and destruction of the 
earth. We are watching all of this unfold from the mezzanine of 
heaven. 

• In Revelation 13 we studied the characteristics of the Beast, the 
Anti-Christ. 

• In chapter 14 God raised up 144,000 Jewish “Billy Grahams” to 
evangelize the earth. 

• In chapters 15 and 16 God unleashed his wrath upon sin and 
sinners and 7 angels poured out 7 supernatural plagues upon 
the earth. 

• Last week we studied chapter 17 and looked at the Mystery 
Babylon and it’s spiritual demonic influence across the earth. 

• The False Prophet has united Christianity, Judaism, Buddhism 
and Islam into one religion. 

• The Spirit of Babylon, under the power of the Dragon, Satan, 
that we studied last week, now controls all aspects of the 
world’s economy and religion. 

• The Temple has been rebuilt in Jerusalem and the people of the 
earth who remain are worshipping the image of the Beast. 

• The Anti-Christ has been reigning over the world for 7 years. 

• Chapter 18 is about the actual city and commercial center of  
Babylon, the Eastern Capitol of the Anti-Christ. “Merchant or 
merchandise” is mentioned 5 times. 
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• Revelation 18 is the bottoming out in our study on the judgment 
of God! It gets much better after this. The Bride of Christ 
becomes our focus in the remaining 4 chapters. 

• Jesus so said as he spoke of the last days in the book Matthew. 

• Matthew 13:40-43 
40Therefore as the tares are gathered and burned in the fire, 
so it will be at the end of this age. 41 The Son of Man will send 
out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all 
things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, 42 and 
will cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing 
and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine forth 
as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears to 
hear, let him hear!  

• Today we are looking at God’s judgment on the commercial city 
and capital of the Anti-Christ. 

• It will be from this city that the Anti-Christ has his worldwide 
commercial empire. 

An Ideal Location 

• The great historian Arnold Toynbee proclaimed Babylon to be 
the ideal spot for a cultural, political, economic and religious 
center. 

o It makes perfect sense that this would happen. Modern 
Babylon is the strategic crossroad for Asia, Europe and 
Africa, located not far from the Persian Gulf. 

o It is also near the richest oil fields in the world. The 
second greatest oil fields in the world are in Iraq. 

o 70% of all the world’s oil supply are found in the “oil 
corridor of Iran, Iraq, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 
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• In Babylon, they discovered an ancient temple, Ezzi Gila, (in 
Nebuchadnezzar’s day the Temple of Mardok.) which was over 
300 feet high with a temple at the base and a temple at the top. 
The ancient name is “I taman anki” which is the “temple of the 
foundations of the heaven and the earth.” 

• I believe the Anti-Christ will destroy the religious systems of the 
world and take the name of God for himself and take the 
religious, political and economic system that he has set up to 
the Ancient city of Babylon and will rebuild the ancient Temple 
of Mardok!!  

Revelation 18:1-3 
1After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven. He 
had great authority, and the earth was illuminated by his 
splendor. 2 With a mighty voice he shouted: 

“‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great!’  
    She has become a dwelling for demons  
and a haunt for every impure spirit, 
    a haunt for every unclean bird,  
    a haunt for every unclean and detestable animal. 
3 For all the nations have drunk  
    the maddening wine of her adulteries.  
The kings of the earth committed adultery with her,  
    and the merchants of the earth grew rich from her excessive 
luxuries.” 

• We are immediately given 3 reasons for Babylon’s doom: 

1. Pervasive demonic activity. 
2. Rampant immorality. 
3. Excessive Luxury. 

• This is the Babylonian System that is always with us: Demonic 
activity, immorality and excessive wealth. 

• Look ahead at verse 23, “for by your magic spell all the 
nations were led astray.” 
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o The word “magic spell” is “pharmakea” in the greek, which 
we get Pharmacy, the using and selling of drugs. 

o In other words, sorcery and witchcraft are mainly through 
taking drugs like cocaine, smoking pot or dropping acid.  

o If you are taking hallucinogenic drugs, getting high on 
drugs, you are involved in witchcraft and demonic activity 
that you don’t even understand. 

o You are opening yourself up to demons! They will destroy 
you. 

• Excessive luxury: 1% of the world’s wealthiest control over 50% 
of all global wealth. 

o In 2014, the 1 percent held 48 percent of global wealth. 
But that doesn’t mean the other 52 percent was for the 
rest of us. Most of it was controlled by the 20 wealthiest 
percent, leaving just 5.5 percent of global wealth for 80 
percent of the world. 

o It used to be that the total wealth of the world’s billionaires 
and of the bottom half of the globe increased at roughly 
the same rate. That changed in 2010. Total wealth for the 
poorest 50 percent has actually decreased from what it 
was in 2009, while wealth at the top has doubled (in 
nominal terms.) Just 80 billionaires now control the same 
wealth as 3.5 billion people. 

o The Oxfam report zeros in on the political influence 
affordable to the ultra rich: lobbying, specifically in the 
financial pharmaceutical and health care industries. The 
billionaires who saw the greatest increase in wealth were 
those with “interests and activities” in the pharmaceutical 
and health care sectors.  
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• We have this system around us in America today. Billy Graham 
said “If God does not judge America He will have to apologize 
for Sodom and Gomorrah.” 

• Demonic activity is all around us tempting us toward the flesh, 
to follow our desires for pleasure. 

• Anything that intoxicates you is demonic! Wealth, making 
money, alcohol, sex, gossip! Drooling ears are also demonic. 

Revelation 18:4-5 
4 Then I heard another voice from heaven say: 

“‘Come out of her, my people,’  
    so that you will not share in her sins,  
    so that you will not receive any of her plagues;  
5 for her sins are piled up to heaven, 
    and God has remembered her crimes. 

• In the Greek this phrase, “her sins are piled up to heaven” has 
the meaning of “being glued together and piled up like a tower” 
which reminds us of the Tower of Babel. 

• God measures time morally. 

• For the believer, remember the Bible says, “Our sins and 
iniquities are remembered no more.”  

o We have a different citizenship: Jerusalem not Babylon. 

o We have a different destiny: heaven not hell. 

o We have a different calling: glorify God not satan. 

• So, the Lord says to us today: “Come out” of this world’s 
systems and its enchantments! Be separate! 
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• For example, we often want to go after these things that we 
think will give us pleasure, but it is a trap. How much of this 
world can I get and still get into heaven, that is insanity. 

• It is not separation from, it is separation into the Lord. 

o We have given up a Hyundai for a Rolls Royce! It is crazy 
when we think about what we have given up for Christ 
and what has He given up for us! 

o We will get heaven with no sorrow, no curse, streets of 
gold, a reunion with all of our family, an inheritance in 
eternity, joy and peace. What have we really given up??? 

Revelation 18:6-19 
6 Give back to her as she has given; 
    pay her back double for what she has done.  
    Pour her a double portion from her own cup.  
7 Give her as much torment and grief  
    as the glory and luxury she gave herself. 
In her heart she boasts, 
    ‘I sit enthroned as queen.  
I am not a widow;  
    I will never mourn.’  
8 Therefore in one day her plagues will overtake her:  
    death, mourning and famine.  
She will be consumed by fire,  
    for mighty is the Lord God who judges her. 
9 When the kings of the earth who committed adultery with 
her and shared her luxury see the smoke of her burning, they 
will weep and mourn over her. 10 Terrified at her torment, they 
will stand far off and cry: 

“Woe! Woe to you, great city,  
    you mighty city of Babylon!  
In one hour your doom has come!” 
11 The merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her 
because no one buys their cargoes anymore— 12 cargoes of 

© Steve Holt | TheRoad.org �7

http://TheRoad.org


gold, silver, precious stones and pearls; fine linen, purple, silk 
and scarlet cloth; every sort of citron wood, and articles of every 
kind made of ivory, costly wood, bronze, iron and 
marble; 13 cargoes of cinnamon and spice, of incense, myrrh and 
frankincense, of wine and olive oil, of fine flour and wheat; cattle 
and sheep; horses and carriages; and human beings sold as 
slaves. 
14 “They will say, ‘The fruit you longed for is gone from you. All 
your luxury and splendor have vanished, never to be 
recovered.’ 15 The merchants who sold these things and gained 
their wealth from her will stand far off, terrified at her torment. 
They will weep and mourn16 and cry out: 

“‘Woe! Woe to you, great city,  
    dressed in fine linen, purple and scarlet,  
    and glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls!  
17 In one hour such great wealth has been brought to ruin!’ 
“Every sea captain, and all who travel by ship, the sailors, and 
all who earn their living from the sea, will stand far off. 18 When 
they see the smoke of her burning, they will exclaim, ‘Was there 
ever a city like this great city?’ 19 They will throw dust on their 
heads, and with weeping and mourning cry out: 

“‘Woe! Woe to you, great city,  
    where all who had ships on the sea  
    became rich through her wealth!  
In one hour she has been brought to ruin!’ 

• This judgment will happen quickly, in “one hour,” and be 
complete! I am reminded of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

• Isaiah 13:19 
And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, 
The beauty of the Chaldeans' pride, 
Will be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.  
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• Could it be fire and brimstone from heaven? We do not know 
but it will get the job done completely. 

• Burning, heat and smoke. World leaders will stand in the 
distance and be in fear. 

• What will all the earth’s wealth do for us when the judgment of 
God has come? 

• What is wealth when weighed in the balance of life? 

o I know people who would give $1 million to just have a 
joyful, peaceful marriage to someone who really loved 
them. 

o I know people who would give $1 million to see their 
children walking closely with God. 

o Come out, be separate! 

o The wealth and trappings of Babylon will be destroyed. 

o 1 John 2:15-17 
15Do not love the world or the things in the world. If 
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him. 16For all that is in the world--the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life--is not of the 
Father but is of the world. 17And the world is passing 
away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God 
abides forever.  

o For example, we are so tempted to fit into the crowd, to 
be up on the latest stuff, and in 2 years no one will be 
wearing that stuff. Dress nice but don’t be driven by that! 

o All of it will be destroyed. 
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o Have you sold your soul to these things? For Judas, it 
was 30 pieces of silver, what is your price? 

o Come out and be separate and seek the Lord while He 
may be found. 

Revelation 18:20 
“Rejoice over her, you heavens! 
    Rejoice, you people of God!  
    Rejoice, apostles and prophets!  
For God has judged her  
    with the judgment she imposed on you.” 

• While all the great leaders of the world are wailing over 
Babylon, heaven is rejoicing. What a contrast. 

Revelation 18:21-22 
21 Then a mighty angel picked up a boulder the size of a large 
millstone and threw it into the sea, and said: 

“With such violence  
    the great city of Babylon will be thrown down,  
    never to be found again.  
22 The music of harpists and musicians, pipers and trumpeters, 
    will never be heard in you again.  
No worker of any trade  
    will ever be found in you again.  
The sound of a millstone  
    will never be heard in you again. 

• All amusements will be destroyed. 

• “Amusement” comes from the word “muse” meaning “not to 
think.” 

• Amusement is training you not to think! 
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• When the Bible tells us of the destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, Ezekiel in chapter 16 tells us the real sin of Sodom 
and Gomorrah. We read, “idle time, a full belly, and the pride of 
life, and they did not remember the poor.” 

• For example, when a nation gets so wealthy that each family is 
not working in the fields everyday to feed their family, when the 
markets are full of food and when our bellies are full, we look 
around for something to do: amusements! That is why the 
amusement industry is so powerful today, we have so much 
time. 

• We are entertaining ourselves to death!   

• It was said in Rome: “Give me bread and give me the arena.” 

Revelation 18:23-24 
23The light of a lamp  
    will never shine in you again.  
The voice of bridegroom and bride  
    will never be heard in you again.  
Your merchants were the world’s important people. 
    By your magic spell all the nations were led astray. 
24 In her was found the blood of prophets and of God’s holy 
people,  
    of all who have been slaughtered on the earth.” 

• Not the great men of heaven, but of the earth. 

• Timothy says that if you “have food and clothing and a roof over 
your head” you are doing OK, you can serve God. 

• For example, the problem is that when we get a raise we start 
looking at those people who have just a little bit more and 
compare, and suddenly our standard of living raises with our 
raise. Now we are living at the new standard and look at the 
next and so on, instead of measuring our lives by the millions of 
people who are starving without food and without Christ. 
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• Another example, our kids do it when they open the refrigerator 
and say, “there’s nothing to eat” or they look in the closet and 
say, “I have nothing to wear.” 

• That is not me, I open the refrigerator and I eat! I open the 
closet and put something on. 

• We measure ourselves by the wrong standards! We now have 
a show about “The Rich and Famous.” 

• If we have the Lord, we have everything. 

• Come out of that Babylonian system and come onto Christ. 

Make an evaluation of your life!   

• What are you going to do with the rest of your life for the cause 
of Christ? 

• Make an evaluation of where you are in rebellion in your life, 
because rebellion is as of the sin of witchcraft the Bible says. 

• Make an evaluation of those things, not material things. 

• He will woo you and love you…no one can take that away!! 
Ever!! 

Prayer:  Lord, we are so excited to be out of chapter 18 and are 
looking forward to your view of heaven… 
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