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What is an outlier? 

Outlier- 
A person or thing situated away or detached from the main body or system. 
A person or thing differing from all other members of a particular group or 
set. Something that lies outside the main body or group that it is a part of, 
different from the herd. 

Dictionary.com  “someone who stands apart from others of his 
group, as by differing behavior, beliefs, or religious practices.” 

"Outlier"  
A person who operates largely outside of the norms of mainstream to 
change the world. - Joseph Mattera 

When I think of outliers in the Bible I think of: 

-Jesus and the Disciples - Stood out among the religious. 

-John the Baptist - Stood out among the Prophets  and those who baptized. 

-Noah - Stood out among the land. 

-Ester - Stood out among the women and the Jews. 

-Mary Magdalene & the woman at the well - Stood out among the sinners. 
Women with a past that put the past behind them and became a major 
contributor the advance of the kingdom. 

-Nicodemus - Stood out among the teachers of the law. 

Bottom Line - an outlier is SET APART - Separate . 
I think it is more important, but less rewarding, to be an outlier than it is to 
be a leader. 

It is crucial that we are set apart. 
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Matthew 5:13  

 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall 
it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and 
trampled underfoot by men. 

Salt  
You have a special purpose. 
You are the only one with that purpose. 
This is your main purpose. 

Your salt is your fruit.  
Outliers (those who are set apart as Gods disciples) salt the Earth with the 
fruit that we bear fruit. 

John 15:1-8 
1“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch 
in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that 
bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already 
clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, 
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides 
in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 5 “I am the vine, 
you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much 
fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in 
Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them 
and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, 
and My words abide in you, you will[b] ask what you desire, and it 
shall be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear 
much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 

2 Kinds of Fruit 
  
1. The Fruit of The Spirit. (Who fruit) 

Galatians 5:19-24New King James Version (NKJV)  
19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, 
fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, 
contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, 
dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and 
the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time 
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past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom 
of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against 
such there is no law. 24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the 
flesh with its passions and desires. 

2. The Fruit of our Labor (What fruit) 

Matthew 25:14-30New King James Version (NKJV) The Parable of the 
Talents  
14 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, 
who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. 15 And 
to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to 
each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a 
journey. 16 Then he who had received the five talents went and traded 
with them, and made another five talents. 17 And likewise he who had 
received two gained two more also. 18 But he who had received one 
went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money. 19 After a long 
time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 
20 “So he who had received five talents came and brought five other 
talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have 
gained five more talents besides them.’ 21 His lord said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I 
will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 
22 He also who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you 
delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents 
besides them.’ 23 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler 
over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 24 “Then he who had 
received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard 
man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you 
have not scattered seed. 25 And I was afraid, and went and hid your 
talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’ 26 “But his 
lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you 
knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not 
scattered seed. 27 So you ought to have deposited my money with the 
bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own with 
interest. 28 Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to him who 
has ten talents. 29 ‘For to everyone who has, more will be given, and 
he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what 
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he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the unprofitable servant into the 
outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

Not conforming to the sinful patterns of the world is only a portion of what it 
means to be righteous and set apart. It is possible to do nothing wrong and 
also do nothing right. Righteousness is doing whats right. 

Romans 12:1-2 (NKJV) Living Sacrifices to God  

1I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which 
is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove 
what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

The following are Nine Traits of Biblical Outliers:  
Adapted from Joseph Mattera who is an internationally known author, 
futurist, interpreter of culture and activist/theologian. 

 1 Outliers are men and women of Fatih. (Resolute and courageous). 

 2 Outliers are creative. 

 3 Outliers take the road less traveled. 
  
 4 Outliers are prophetic. 
  
 5 Outliers are prepared for their time. 

 6 Outliers risk all for truth. 

 7 Outliers fear God more than men. 

 8 Outliers are people of prayer. 

 9 Biblical Outliers abide in God. 
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