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One of the greatest discoveries in one’s life is the joy, power and 
breakthrough one can experience through Spirit empowered 
worship. 

• For example, Liz and I discovered this really for the first time 
while in Japan. We both grew up in liturgical and what I would 
call, “chorus worship” but really “Worship in the Spirit”. But 
something came up that was a huge worry to us and we began 
worshipping the Lord every night and we go hooked on the 
presence of Jesus. 

• We had a breakthrough in praise and worship. Some of us here 
today need such a breakthrough. 

• I believe Paul had a breakthrough into intimacy with Christ. 

Philippians 3:3 
For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, 
rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh, 

• Karl Marx said, “Give me the poets and musicians and I will 
control a nation.” 

• Andrew Fletcher, the great Scottish Political Activist of the 18th 
century said, “Let me write the sounds of a nation. I don’t care 
who writes the laws.” 

• Music and songs can steer a generation! We all grew up 
listening to music—some relaxing to classical music, or 
BBKing, Nat King Cole and others to rock. 

• Worship, poetry, literature and music are very personal in taste 
but can be very emotional in experience. 

We Were Made For Worship  

• We were made for worship! All of us worship what we adore. 
CS Lewis understood this as he studied the Psalms. He 
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discovered that praise and worship complete our joy!! Radical 
thought. 

The world rings with praise—lovers praise their 
relationship, readers their favorite poet, walkers praise the 
countryside, player praise their favorite game…My whole, 
more general, difficulty about the praise of God depended 
on my absurdity denying to us, as regards the supremely 
Valuable, what we delight to do, what indeed we can’t help 
doing, about everything we value.   

I think we delight to praise what we enjoy because the 
praise not merely expresses but completes the enjoyment; 
it is its appointed consummation.  C.S. Lewis 

• We worship what we adore! When we praise what we adore 
and it completes our joy. 

John 4:20-24 

Jesus has brought a New Kind of Worship 

John 4:20 
20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say 
that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship."   

     • This new worship will be irrespective of a location 
          —mountain/Jerusalem.                                                

• The controversy at that time was where to worship. The Jews 
believed that Jerusalem was the place to worship because 
David had set up worship there. But the Samaritans believed 
that proper worship was near Shekem on Mt Gerazim. It was all 
about worship in the past. 

• We have similar issues like this today: some churches say we 
should only sing hymns, no instruments or contemporary. Do 
we dress casual, wear a suit. Some churches raise their hands, 
others are like a funeral dirge. These are man-made Forms of 
Worship. 
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• Form and Substance 

• Worship is happening in Korea, China, South America right 
now! Worship can happen in your home tomorrow. Worship can 
happen in your heart this morning—your heart is the new 
temple of the Holy Spirit. 

John 4:23-24 
23 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers 
will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is 
seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who 
worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." 

• Jesus is saying that true worship is not about WHERE you 
worship but HOW and WHO you worship. 

o True worship: “the hour is coming (anticipated in the 
future) and now is” (is now in Me.) 

o This anticipated worship is a Rock Concert in heaven—
look at Revelation 4-5. 

o Revelation 4: It is loud, expressive, “day and night”, with 
creatures falling down before the throne. 

• Jesus is bringing the new worship. The marks of this worship is 
that it is not located in a place, but will be in people worshipping 
through the Word and spirit. 

• NOW Worship!! Spirit and truth! Stripping outward connotation 
but emphasizing the inward worship. 

• What makes worship worship is “in spirit and in truth.”  
     These are 4 important words. 
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• What does Jesus mean? In spirit—carried along by the Holy 
Spirit through an inward spirit event. In truth—true views of God 
and is shaped by those true views of God. 

• Worship Spirit to spirit. 

o Is this some trance or out of body experience? Kind of 
spooky!   

o You must be born again, you must have the Spirit living 
within you. It is a spiritual activity within your heart. 

o Down-love of God poured into your heart and up-love to 
God poured out from your spirit. 

o Your spirit connected to God’s Spirit. 
o Authentic spiritual Holy Spirit intensity 
o This is Big—with your whole heart, soul, mind and 

strength. 
o Romans 12:1  Wholehearted—everything contained 

within!! 
o 100% focused on Him alone!! Not your neighbor, not your 

job, not your spouse. 
o The heart of the matter is the matter of the heart. 
o When we sing are you gazing on God? Are you staring at 

Him? 

• Worship in truth 
o You can worship in spirit but not in truth. You can be 

totally engaged but not be worship in truth. 
o In truth means with a true heart; a true mind. It is 

intentional. You decide to focus. You tell your mind to get 
focused. 

o Worship in truth is thinking right thoughts about God. 
o According to the Word of God. Truth requires that we are 

confessing His true character and actions and we obey 
Him. 

o It is not bringing attention to yourself but attention on God 
and God alone. This is for worship leaders or anyone who 
is trying to bring attention to themselves. 

o We want both! In Spirit and in Truth. 
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Listen now! Here is what Jesus is saying: 

Strong affections for God, rooted in scripture and shaped by the 
truth of Scripture is the bone and marrow of “truth and spirit” 
worship. Deep convictions rooted in the truth and doctrine of 
God’s Word makes the mind come alive. Lively emotions based 
in such truth causes the heart to be awakened.  

It follows that biblical worship should provide two things:  
channels of the mind to grasp and understand the reality and 
love of God through truth, and channels for the heart to respond 
to the beauty and majesty of that truth.  

For example, one of the most worshipful things I do is reading Wayne 
Grudem’s Systematic Theology!! 

For example, reading a Psalm and worshipping and praying the 
Psalm back to God. 
At The Road we are Cultivating Spirit-led, Truth-rooted worship. 

• Word-rooted, Spirit-alive and Culturally engaged.  

• The fuel of worship is the truth of God. That is why we open 
with teaching from God’s Word chapter by chapter. 

o Whole Counsel of God teaching 
o Outlier University 
o PB&J 
o Morning Fire—always open the Word with worship and 

prayer. 

• The furnace of worship is the heart, the spirit of a disciple. 

o Jesus said of the religious Pharisees, “This people honors 
me with their lips but their heart is far from me; in vain do 
they worship me.” 

o In other words, we can be honoring God with our lips, our 
outward religion, but not worshipping Him. 
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My friend Sam Storms, “This passage is frightening because it 
tells us that it is possible to think we are honoring God by using 
the appropriate words, singing orthodox and doctrinally deep 
songs, and praying articulate and passionate prayers, all the 
while our heart is miles away. Think about it for a moment: you 
can give every external appearance of drawing near to God in 
worship when in fact your heart is distant and disengaged and 
all that you do actually dishonors him! 

o The furnace of worship is the heart, the spirit of a disciple. 

o We must ask God to give us the ability to worship with our 
heart. This is the furnace that contains the fire. 

• The heat of worship is the vital, affections/emotions of 
reverence, joy, contrition, gratitude and joy. 

o Psalm 16:11 You will make known to me the path of 
life; In Your presence is fullness of joy;  
In Your right hand there are pleasures forever. 

o David gets it in Psalm 27 when he writes, “One thing I 
have desired of the Lord that will I seek that I may 
dwell in the house of the Lord…therefore I will offer 
sacrifices of joy to the Lord” 

o Worship begins with deep and inspiring and exalted 
thoughts about who God is. Worship begins in the mind. It 

starts with biblically accurate truths about God. Anything 
that passes itself off as worship that is not based on the 
biblical revelation of what God is truly like is nothing less 
than idolatry. 

o But worship that truly honors God must never stop with 
big ideas that fill our minds about who God is. These 
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ideas must in turn inflame our affections and awaken and 
stir our feelings and ignite our passions and intensify our 
feelings of love and joy and awestruck wonder and 
brokenness for sin and longing for God and gratitude for 

what he’s done and hope in what he has promised.  

o Truth is designed to take our breath away. 

• But there is one more thing missing! There is a furnace, fuel 
and heat, but where is the fire? 

• The fuel of truth in the furnace of our heart does not 
automatically produce the heat of worship. There must be 
ignition and fire. 

John 7:37-39 
37 On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and 
cried out, saying, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and 
drink. 38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of 
his heart will flow rivers of living water." 39 But this He spoke 
concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would 
receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus 
was not yet glorified.  

• At the Feast of Tabernacles where Jesus is when He makes 
this statement, a joyous rockous celebration. Dancing and 
rocking out in celebration. 

• At the celebration, the priests brought water to the Temple from 
the Pool of Siloam in a golden pitcher. The water was poured 
on the altar as an offering to God. 

• So, on the last day, the pinnacle of the celebration, while the 
people are praising God, dancing and shouting, Jesus gets up 
and proclaims that He is the object of worship and that the Holy 
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Spirit is going to be poured out on those who come to Him, to 
those who are really thirsty. 

• The fire, the ignition for worship is the Holy Spirit! 

o The FUEL of worship is a true vision of Jesus—His 
beauty, His truth, His love, His greatness. 

o The FIRE that makes the fuel burn white-hot is the 
quickening power of the Holy Spirit. 

o And the result is the heat of the affections and emotions 
charged by the Spirit. 

o For example, all of us react differently to the fire of the 
Holy Spirit just like all of us react differently at a football 
game. Some stand and shout, some stay seated and get 
happy, and other might even jump around. 

o God made us emotional and our emotions and affections 
are supposed to be charged with ions of the Spirit. 

♣	an atom or molecule with a net electric charge due to 
the loss or gain of one or more electrons. 

When the flame of truth fires up our mind and we see Christ for 
Who He really is—His worth, His power, His love, then our 
affections are made alive in Him by the Spirit and the result is 
powerful affectionate worship!! 

• Such worship, empowered by Truth and the Holy Spirit in our 
spirit results in tears, songs, shouts, bowed heads, lifted hands, 
transformed lives and joy. 

• Word & Spirit Worship. 

A Few thoughts on Worship Music 
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• I have been to over 25 nations of the world and everyone 
worships differently. In Japan, it is very quiet and subdued, but 
just across the East China Sea the Koreans can be quite loud. 
In Africa they dance and are so very lively. Etc. 

• But I will never forget going to southern California and hearing 
Christian Rock music at Calvary Chapel for the first time!! 

• Listen to me as a missiologist: Form and Substance. Don’t 
forget that. Forms change, substance does not. 

• At The Road we will have different forms: Rap, HipHop, kids 
dancing, and we will still do hymns. I want our young people to 
know the hymns too. 

• DON’T LET MUSIC (means/Form) BECOME OUR GOD 
(Substance) BUT KEEP GOD IN OUR WORSHIP—HE IS OUR 
FOCUS! 

• Music is very cultural and the contextualization of music is very 
important. 

• For those younger, you love a louder sound with a 
contemporary beat and for many of our older members they 
love the hymns. 

o We MUST have both! Young artistic minds can float to the 
beat and cadence but they must also be anchored in truth 
and biblical foundations while they sing. 

o Our older members have memories. Music carries with it 
memory and memory is important.  
  

o The older must be sensitive to the younger, the younger 
to the older. 

o We are building a FAMILY! In our family I love to watch 
our kids laughing at a clean funny youtuber! But what do I 
watch? I watch “Leave it to Beaver.” 
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• But what is beautiful about the Church is it’s the most powerful 
multi-generational Family in the world. Jesus is building His 
church and we are called to be “of one accord” in our worship. 

When the flame of truth fires up our mind and we see Christ for 
Who He really is—His worth, His power, His love, then our 
affections are made alive in Him by the Spirit and the result is 
powerful affectionate worship!! 
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