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Refiner’s Fire, part 4: God’s Honor 

• Next week is our Baptism service… 

Malachi 3:1-3 

• This is our fourth and final message on the theme of Refiner’s Fire.  

• You can go online and listen to the others. Last week we looked at 
“The Malachi Miracle” or how to have “Revival Finances.” 

• Malachi’s main message to the nation of Israel and his main theme to 
us in the 21st century is “fear God.” Not a popular message in our day 
and age where the emphasis can be entirely on the love and grace of 
Jesus! Which by the way, is my message 90% of the time. 

• We believe at The Road in the entirety of Scripture. The New 
Testament dispensation is the interpreter of the Old Testament 
stories. Old Testament prophets show us the heart of God in a way 
that Jesus unveils to us through the cross of Calvary. 

• In today’s message we will look at the Refiner’s Fire through the 
interpretive lens of Jesus and the New Testament. 

• For example, this is God’s Grace Coin (hold up a silver coin).  There 
are two sides to the grace of God Coin—love and discipline. The love 
part and the discipline part are under the rubric of a coin called 
Grace.   

• God Disciplines those whom He Loves! This coin is stamped with 
Jesus’ portrait on both sides—same Jesus. 

• My father is one of the kindest men I know. For him to raise his voice 
is almost unthinkable, but when dad raised his voice it really got my 
attention. Dad loved me and I was secure in his unconditional love, 
but I also saw a side of my dad that I feared. My dad spanked me 
from time to time because of my antics. I once nearly burned down a 
playhouse in our backyard and I heard mom say, “Wait till your father 
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gets home.” You know why I feared my dad? Because I loved my dad 
and I wanted to please him.  

• God Disciplines those whom He Loves! This coin is stamped 
with Jesus’ portrait on both sides—same Jesus. 

Hebrews 12:3-11 
3 For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against 
Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls. 4 You 
have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin. 5 And you 
have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: "My 
son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, Nor be discouraged 
when you are rebuked by Him; 6 For whom the Lord loves He 
chastens, And scourges every son whom He receives." 7 If you endure 
chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there 
whom a father does not chasten? 8 But if you are without chastening, 
of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not 
sons. 9 Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, 
and we paid them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in 
subjection to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they indeed for a 
few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, 
that we may be partakers of His holiness. 11 Now no chastening seems 
to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it 
yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been 
trained by it.  

• NAS (New American Standard) uses the word “discipline” NKJV (New 
King James Version) uses the word “chasten” 7 times. 

• Stare at verse 11, underline it, highlight it, memorize it. 

Malachi 3  Refiner’s Fire 4: The Honor of God 

Malachi 3:13-15  
13 "Your words have been harsh against Me," Says the Lord, "Yet you 
say, 'What have we spoken against You?' 14 You have said, 'It is 
useless to serve God; What profit is it that we have kept His 
ordinance, And that we have walked as mourners Before the Lord of 
hosts? 15 So now we call the proud blessed, For those who do 
wickedness are raised up; They even tempt God and go free.' "  
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• Everyone in this room has a deep heart problem called pride, some 
more than others. The refiner’s fire is about God’s honor; you simply 
will not honor someone who you do not love. 

• Malachi shows us how we can dishonor God and why the refiner’s 
fire must burn out pride in our heart. 

Qualities of Dishonor and the Conversations of the Heart 

Now notice something here. Look at verse 13, it starts with the 
conversations of the heart that spill out into our conversations with people. 

Jesus said it this way, “But those things which proceed out of the 
mouth come from the heart, and they defile a man.” Matthew 15:18 

1. Harshness 

• What is being harsh?   
i. The quality of being unpleasantly rough or jarring to the 

senses. 

ii. The quality of being cruel or severe. 

• For example, my father was not harsh; Jesus is not harsh, but He 
does discipline us to drive the harshness out. 

• Only once in the New Testament does Jesus self-describe Himself 
concerning His own character in Matthew 11:29. 

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly 
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 

2. Disrespect 

• It is saying there is no use in following the Lord because he will not 
come through for me. I do not need church; I do not need the people 
of God. 
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• Just going through the motions of religion when in your heart you do 
not believe this stuff. That is disrespect for God, His worship and His 
Word. 

• Vs.15 It leads to honoring those who are full of themselves. 

Notice once again, it is the conversations of our heart and our 
conversations with each other that determine what is happening 
within! God is listening! 

God is listening to our Conversations!   

Malachi 3:16  
16 Then those who feared the Lord spoke to one another, And the Lord 
listened and heard them; So a book of remembrance was written 
before Him For those who fear the Lord And who meditate on His 
name.  

Qualities of Honor 

1.  Meditate on His Name 

• This is an Old Testament phraseology that we are a people who are 
thinking on, dwelling on, gnawing on the character of God—His 
attributes, His love, His MERCY!   

• Harshness toward people; disrespect toward people is a sure sign 
that you do not love yourself, you do not respect yourself. 

• The Great Commandment that we have built this church upon is 
found in Matthew 12 and 22 “love God with all of your heart, soul, 
mind, and strength and YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” 

Malachi 3:17-18  
17 "They shall be Mine," says the Lord of hosts, "On the day that I 
make them My jewels. And I will spare them As a man spares his own 
son who serves him." 18 Then you shall again discern Between the 
righteous and the wicked, Between one who serves God And one who 
does not serve Him. 
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2. Discernment between Right and Wrong 

• When we honor God; when we honor ourselves, we will honor others. 

• God supernaturally gives you discernment. The impediments are 
taken out and you begin to have wisdom and righteous thinking. 

• Cancer is not the problem. The reason cancer can only grow in your 
body is because of impediments, those things that get in the way of 
your nervous system, nutritional system, lifestyle system is out of 
wack. Cancer is not the problem. Cancer only has room to grow 
because of something being out of wack, wrong with your body, soul 
and spirit. 

• Right motives always wins the day! Maybe not in the short run but in 
the long run; a right heart of honor always wins! 

3. God’s Glory 

• When you begin to serve honorably and service with honor, that is 
what God is looking for! 

• Your anointing, your calling takes off when your heart is right! As you 
grow to honor God from your heart—treating everyone with respect, 
love and compassion, God then gives you more honor!! 

1 Samuel 2:30 Those who honor me I will honor, but those who 
despise me will be disdained. 

Malachi 4 The Refiner’s Fire is all about God Building His Family with 
Honor 

2 Corinthians 11:2 NIV 
2 I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to one 
husband, to Christ, so that I might present you as a pure virgin to him. 
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Ephesians 5:27 NIV 
27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or 
wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 

Revelation 19:7 NIV 
7 Let us rejoice and be glad 
    and give him glory!  
For the wedding of the Lamb has come,  
    and his bride has made herself ready. 
God’s Grace Coin (hold it up again) on one side is His love and the 
other side is His discipline, but he’s refining you into silver. 

I believe God is speaking to us as a Church to be a place of honor—
where we honor God, ourselves and each other. 
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