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New staff joining the team: 
 

Audio Manager: Greg Waggoner 
Video Manager: Pat McGuire 
Presenter Manager: Allen Fuller 
Administrative Assistant: Marci Bowen 

 
• “Beauty Giving” 

 
• Christmas Eve service:  

 
o My father will be also sharing a few words with us. 
o Children’s sermon. 
o Communion together.  
o If your kids want to, wear PJ’s. 

 
Luke 2:1-20 
 

• Even for the first Christmas, the announcement of the coming of 
Jesus is full of delight and joy.  
 

• Only through having the presence of God in our life that we can know 
and experience true delight and joy. 
 

• The angel said to Joseph in a dream (to reassure him not to put Mary 
away) 

 
o “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and 

they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, 
“God with us.” (Matthew 1:23) 

 
• In the presence of Christ is where we find fullness of joy! 

 
o “You will show me the path of life; 

In Your presence is fullness of joy; 
At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. (Psalm 
16:11) 
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My Thesis is that when you have a Real Desire for, and Delight in, the 
Presence of God, True Joy is always the Result.  

 
• There is this satanic notion that if we fully surrender our lives to Jesus 

Christ, our life will become boring and depressing. 
 

• Satan has tricked us into believing a false narrative: Great Happiness 
by following my own desires vs. Great Boredom by following Jesus. 
 

• Nothing could be further from the truth. It was Jesus who made the 
distinction for us:  
 

• John 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I 
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 
 

o The dichotomy is not pleasure vs. boredom, 
 

o But of slavery and bondage vs. life and joy. 
 

• St. Augustine, who, in the year 386, found his freedom from lust and 
lechery in the superior pleasures of God wrote, “How sweet all at 
once it was for me to be rid of those fruitless joys which I had once 
feared to lose…You drove them from me, you who are the true, the 
sovereign joy. You drove them from me and took their place, you who 
are sweeter than all pleasure.” 
 

• Jonathan Edwards also wrote, “the happiness of the creature consists 
in rejoicing in God, by which also God is magnified and exalted. The 
end of creation is that the creation might glorify God. Now what is 
glorifying God, but a rejoicing at that glory he has displayed.” 
 

I want to challenge you to live a life of joy through satisfaction in and 
passionate love for Jesus Christ. This is experienced in 3 ways: 
 

1. Worship—focusing our heart on Christ. Giving Christ our full 
attention. 
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Psalm 43:4 Then I will go to the altar of God, 
To God my exceeding joy; 
And on the harp I will praise You, O God, my God. 

 
2. Prayer—focusing my desires and emotions upon Christ. 

Having an intimate conversation with Christ. 
 

3. Bible—focusing my mind upon Christ. Giving Christ my 
thinking, my mind, my direction and conversing through the 
Word. 
 

Psalm 119:14-16 
14 I have rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies, 
As much as in all riches. 
15 I will meditate on Your precepts, 
And contemplate Your ways. 
16 I will delight myself in Your statutes; 
I will not forget Your word. 
 

 
This all begins with giving your life to Christ, surrendering to Him. If you 
have not given your heart to Christ and placed your faith in Him for your 
forgiveness, do it today! 

 
My Thesis is that when you have a Real Desire for, and Delight in, the 
Presence of God, True Joy is always the Result.  
 

• I have been deeply impacted through the years reading John Piper, 
Jonathan Edwards, and CS Lewis while grasping in a deeper way the 
power and ministry of the Holy Spirit that I became convinced 
desiring God, through surrender to the Holy Spirit’s power, must be 
my highest goal in life. 

 
• John Piper writes: “God is most glorified in us when we are most 

satisfied in Him.” 
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Experiencing God’s Love for us brings Delight and Joy 
 
John 3:16 
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 
 
Jeremiah 31:3  
I have loved you with an everlasting love; 
Therefore with lovingkindness I have drawn you. 
 
Mark 12:29-31 "The first of all the commandments is this...you shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all 
your mind, and with all your strength" 
 

• True deep satisfaction, delight and joy is our experience when we live 
in the presence of God, because God loves YOU so much! 
 

• Here is how it works: God loves us with all His heart, and when we 
love Him with all our heart, we are lining up our heart for Him with His 
heart for us, and thus, we experience the greatest satisfactions of our 
heart.  
 

• Let me put it to you in a more simple way: When we love God with all 
of our heart (in other words we become a wholehearted disciple), we 
experience intimacy with His heart, which is full of love and joy, and 
that brings God the greatest glory on earth. 
 

• So, here is the question: Is the wholehearted disciple supposed to 
seek God for his own enjoyment? I think so. But do not take my word 
for it. Always judge everything according to reasoning and scripture. I 
believe personal experience, reasoning and the Bible back this up. 
 

God wants us to love and serve Him with joy. God wants The Road to 
be a place of: 
 

• Joyful serving,  
• Delightful worship, and  
• Overflowing love. 
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Deuteronomy 28:47-48 “Because you did not serve the Lord your God 
with joy and gladness of heart, for the abundance of 
everything; 48 therefore you shall serve your enemies whom 
the Lord will send against you, in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness, and 
in need of everything; 
 
Ps 100:2 Serve the Lord with gladness; 
Come before His presence with singing. 
 

• The world is inconsolable in its longing for happiness, love and joy.  
 

• Creator God has put eternity into our hearts and He has placed this 
insatiable desire for joy within all of us. (Ecclesiastes 3:11) 

 
• God has filled the heart of every man, woman and child with a quest, 

a longing. But we do not know what it is we are searching for until we 
meet the loving God, made known to us through Jesus Christ. 
 

• The French philosopher Blaise Pascal, arguably one of the greatest 
minds of western civilization, once said, “All men seek happiness. 
This is without exception. Whatever different means they employ, 
they all tend to this end…The will never take the least step but to this 
object. This is the motive of every action of every man.” 

 
• It was November 23, 1654. He was 31 years old. For two hours, from 

about 10:30 PM until 12:30 AM, he experienced a kind of spiritual 
inferno. He journaled the experience on a piece of a paper he sewed 
into his coat to keep near his heart. 

Fire. 
“God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of Jacob,” not of philosophers 
and scholars. 
Certainty, certainty, heartfelt, joy, peace. 
God of Jesus Christ. 
God of Jesus Christ. . . . 
Joy, joy, joy, tears of joy. . . . 
“And this is eternal life, that they might know thee, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom thou has sent.” 
Jesus Christ. 
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Jesus Christ. . . . 

 
• Pascal also wrote the “the infinite abyss.” 

There was once in man a true happiness of which there now remain 
to him only the mark and empty trace, which he in vain tries to fill 
from all his surroundings, seeking from things absent the help he 
does not obtain in things present? But these are all inadequate, 
because the infinite abyss can only be filled by an infinite and 
immutable object, that is to say, only by God Himself. 

 
Pursuing joy in Jesus is our highest calling. Pursuing joy in Christ 
brings the most glory to God! 
 
¥ CS Lewis, “It is a Christian duty, as you know, for everyone to be as 

happy as he can.” 
 

¥ The old Westminster Confession of Faith reads, “What is man’s chief 
end? The Answer: Man’s chief end is to glorify God and enjoy Him 
forever.” 
 

¥ Not two distinctive pursuits: the glory of God and joy, but rather one 
pursuit “glorify God and enjoy Him forever” 
 
 

 
John 15:11 Jesus said, “These things I have spoken to you so that My 
joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.” 
 
Jesus said, “the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, 
which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells all 
that he has and buys that field.” (Matthew 13:44) 

• True conversion is this!! Finding a treasure that brings joy and 
satisfaction! It is not just a set of beliefs in our head but rather, a 
revival transformation of the heart. 

 
• Have you really experienced the Treasure? 
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