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December 8 Darkness 
 

• Many ways to help people in our community this Christmas. Second 
Chance Ministry is one of the great ministries helping young people 
on the streets, coming out of prison and jail. 

 
Estevan shares his story 
 

• You can give this Christmas to Second Chance, Vision Trust and our 
Beauty ministry. 

 
Matthew 2:1-18 
 

• God was shaking the heavens and gave supernatural wisdom to 
these Wise Men, Magos, Astrologers of the time. It was common 
knowledge among the Prophets, learned, and those who studied the 
cosmos that a “king” would come forth. A Kingly Star would appear. 

 
• God is on the move and Satan is on the move!  

 
• Whenever God is about to move in great power, with fresh revelation, 

Satan is moving with demons to distract, deceive, destroy and bring 
its darkness. 
 

• As an outdoorsman, I am used to being in the mountains as the sun 
is rising. And the most frigid time of the day is just before the sun 
rises. 
 
• When you are looking at a diamond, the jeweler places the 

diamond on black velvet. 
 

• The Darkness and Light are always together!  
 
Matthew 2:13-15 
13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His 
mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod 
will seek the young Child to destroy Him.” 
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14 When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night 
and departed for Egypt, 15 and was there until the death of Herod, that 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.”  
 

• Listen, even Joseph and Mary and the newborn Jesus had to deal 
with the darkness and run for their lives. Satan and Demons are real 
and they are assaulting all of us. 
 

Matthew 2:16-18 
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, 
was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male 
children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years 
old and under, according to the time which he had determined from 
the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the 
prophet, saying: 
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children, 
Refusing to be comforted, 
Because they are no more.” 

 
• Jesus is being born and yet Herod is full of rage and jealousy! He 

slaughters the innocent children in Bethlehem! 
 

• Moses is being born and Satan fills Pharaoh with rage and he 
slaughters the Jewish children. 

 
• This may be a difficult time of year for you and I want to encourage 

you to share your loneliness, dark feelings with some people who 
love you and care about you. 
 

When the enemy is attempting to destroy your identity, steal your joy, 
and kill your faith, God is coming with His light, His protection, and 
His power! 
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Matthew 2:19-23 
19 Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying, “Arise, take the young Child 
and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the 
young Child’s life are dead.” 21 Then he arose, took the young Child 
and His mother, and came into the land of Israel. 
22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead 
of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being warned by 
God in a dream, he turned aside into the region of Galilee. 23 And he 
came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the prophets, “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 
 
 

• God often uses visions and dreams but He also uses The Word of 
God the most to warn us, guide us and give us wisdom. 

 
• He will lead you and your family: Locationally, Vocationally and 

Spiritually. 
 

Advent and 2020 
 
Part of my calling as a shepherd at The Road is to be a prophetic 
voice, an equipping voice and to sound an alarm to prepare you for 
what is happening in our culture. 
 
Some of you have asked me if I feel like things are going to get worse 
or better in the last days and in 2020? And my answer is “yes.” 

 
Psalm 2: Global Opposition to God and The Father’s Response 
 

• My own study of Psalm 2 has been impacted by: 
  

o a book by Mike Bickle “God’s Answer to the Growing Crisis.” 
 

o Charles Spurgeon’s rendering of Psalm 2. Spurgeon viewed 
Psalm 2 as if it were a Play in a Theater with 4 Great Acts. 
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Psalm 2:1-3 
Why do the nations rage, 
And the people plot a vain thing? 
2 The kings of the earth set themselves, 
And the rulers take counsel together, 
Against the Lord and against His Anointed, saying, 
3 “Let us break Their bonds in pieces 
And cast away Their cords from us.” 
 

• Nations will rage even as God is setting up The King and His 
Kingdom on earth! 

 
• On June 17th, 2015, in Charleston, SC, 9 African American believers 

during a Bible study were gunned down.  
 

• Within a few months another gunman would walk into an Oregon 
Community College and terrorize students. Only this time he would 
ask each student “Are you a Christian?” and those who profess their 
faith were immediately shot in the head. 
 

• I’m old enough to remember a time in America where the church and 
even most politicians in both parties largely held to a biblical 
worldview. In just 2 generations, we have witnessed a shift 
unprecedented in American history. From honoring God and His 
Word to actually despising it. 
 

• A Growing Hatred (and I mean hatred) for Truth: 
 

o Over 50 million babies slaughtered—remember Moses’ time; 
remember Jesus’ time. 
 

o Where the Left has taken this is unbelievable! Now in places 
like New York you can kill your baby just a few days before 
he/she is born. 
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o There are more kids in jails and prisons than ever in our history 
as a nation! Crime, drug addiction, Crack, Opioid addictions are 
at an all-time high and we have legalized marijuana in our state! 

 
o There are more slaves today than at any point in human history! 

Especially through sex trafficking. 
 

o Porn addiction is at all-time high. The porn industry brings in 
more than $100 billion a year around the world. 

 
o Among Millennials between 18-30 years of age, a staggering 8 

out of 10 men and 3 out of 10 women regularly consume porn. 
 

o Radical Islam is still alive and well in the Middle East and even 
London England! Spreading all over Europe.  

 
o Joel Rosenberg has said, “Apocalyptic Islam wants to establish 

their global Islamic Kingdom where everybody has to follow 
Islam. And this is a much more dangerous form of radical Islam 
than Al Queda, Hamas and the Taliban and these people are 
not crazy, they are demonic.” 

 
o Doug Lamborn and others in Washington are fighting to keep 

truth and our values strong. 
 

• These nations and many of our leaders in America HATE the Word of 
God and truth! 

 
But there is Good News this Christmas!! 
 
Psalm 2:4-9 
4 He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; 
The Lord shall hold them in derision. 
5 Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, 
And distress them in His deep displeasure: 
6 “Yet I have set My King 
On My holy hill of Zion.” 
7 “I will declare the decree: 
The Lord has said to Me, 
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‘You are My Son, 
Today I have begotten You. 
8 Ask of Me, and I will give You 
The nations for Your inheritance, 
And the ends of the earth for Your possession. 
9 You shall break them with a rod of iron; 
You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel.’ ” 
 

• God is building His church, His Church! Even as many in the Body of 
Christ are acquiescing to church growth and coddling up to many 
anti-biblical stands. 

 
• Jesus said, “I will build My Church and the Gates of hell shall not 

prevail against it.” 
 

• Two of the top Evangelist in America attend The Road: Victor 
Marx and now Estevan & Lisa Medina. These are absolutely the 
BEST in ministries to incarcerated youth and youth leaving the 
prison system!!! 
 

• Don’t get me wrong, love is the key to winning those caught up in the 
gay lifestyle, drug addiction, prostitution, crime and suicide. 
 

• But we the Church must love with TRUTH! 
 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-10 
 

o Our nation is being “shaken” and “troubled.” 
o The word “deception” is used more often than “tribulation.” 
o Vs. 10 “because they did not receive the love of the truth.” 

 
• There is a time coming when it will be illegal to say that Gay Marriage 

is wrong! There is a time coming when it will be illegal to teach your 
children from God’s Word. 

 
We must have a LOVE of TRUTH—with great compassion but my job 
as your shepherd is to build into all of you a love for the truth! 
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Ezekiel 34:1-13  
And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, 
prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy and say to them, 
‘Thus says the Lord God to the shepherds: “Woe to the shepherds of 
Israel who feed themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the 
flocks? 3 You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool; 
you slaughter the fatlings, but you do not feed the flock. 4 The weak 
you have not strengthened, nor have you healed those who were sick, 
nor bound up the broken, nor brought back what was driven away, 
nor sought what was lost; but with force and cruelty you have ruled 
them. 5 So they were scattered because there was no shepherd; and 
they became food for all the beasts of the field when they were 
scattered… “As I live,” says the Lord God, “surely because My flock 
became a prey, and My flock became food for every beast of the field, 
because there was no shepherd, nor did My shepherds search for My 
flock, but the shepherds fed themselves and did not feed My flock”— 
11 ‘For thus says the Lord God: “Indeed I Myself will search for My 
sheep and seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock on the 
day he is among his scattered sheep, so will I seek out My sheep and 
deliver them from all the places where they were scattered on a 
cloudy and dark day. 13 And I will bring them out from the peoples and 
gather them from the countries, and will bring them to their own land; 
I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, 
 

• At The Road @ Chapel Hills we as your pastors and leaders take this 
stuff seriously. 
 

• I will speak more on this at AIM this Tuesday morning at 6am. 
 
Look at Daniel 11:32-33 
 
“the people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great 
exploits. And those of the people who understand shall instruct 
many” 
 

• Just before the sun rises, it’s the coldest and darkest, but the SON 
will arise! 

 
• Have no fear! Have no anxiety 
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John 10:11-16 
Jesus: “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for 
the sheep. 12 But a hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who does 
not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 
flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them. 13 The 
hireling flees because he is a hireling and does not care about the 
sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am 
known by My own. 15 As the Father knows Me, even so I know the 
Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. 16 And other sheep I have 
which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear 
My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.” 
 

• Even in your own darkness, the Good Shepherd is wanting to lead 
you, guide you, protect you and empower you to the greener pastures 
for 2020. Love the truth! Cling to the truth! 
 

• Fall in love with Jesus, the One born in a manger, who came to lay 
His life down for each of us! 
 

Ministry Time: For many of you this is a dark time in your life…lets 
receive prayer for that and don’t forget that the Good Shepherd is 
going to get you through it…Cling to Him! Cling to His truth! 
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